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FIRST SEA LORD FLIES AS AN OBSERVER 


ejector scat should he find he had to leave his plane in a hurry. 

The aircraft left Lossic in two flights. On the way they were 
refuelled five times by Victor tanker aircraft of Royal Air Force 
Strike Command, based on R.A.F. Marham. 

They were serviced at Nicosia, Masirah. and Gan by Royal Navy 
ratings flown to these staging posts in a R.A.F. Hercules aircraft of 
Air Support Command. 

After less than 18 hours' flying time, the four Buccaneers landed 
on H.M.S. Hermes while the carrier was operating in the Malacca 
Straits ol! the west coast of Malaysia. 


PLANES TO EAST 


The Navy's new boss. Admiral Sir Michael 
LeFanu, flew as an aircraft observer in a sur¬ 
prise exercise to demonstrate the ability to 
undertake a rapid reinforcement of the Far 
East Fleet. 

Wearing a flying suit without badges of rank, the First Sea 
Lord worked on navigation and refuelling tasks during the 
8.000-mile trip, his pilot being Lieut.-Cdr. J. Nicholls, of 
Halcsworth (Suffolk). 

SOME ANXIOUS MOMENTS 

Having such a high-level participant in the exercise would not be 
without some anxious moments, until the Vice-Chief of Naval Stall 
in London received the following laconic message from the 
Commander Far Last Fleet: 

1. Distinguished Chinese Buccaneer observer recovered on 
deck. 

2. Being suitably refurbished. 

3. Relax. 

Admiral l.cfanu first flew to Lossiemouth to join four Buccaneer 
strike aircraft of 803 Squadron, and was given some last-minute 
instruction in such useful bits of information as how to use his 


INTER-SERVICE WORKING 


The flight demanded close intcr-Scrvicc co-operation to exercise 
the ability of the Navy to undertake a rapid reinforcement of the 
Far Hast Fleet without base support in that area. 

Piloting the leading aircraft was the commanding officer of 803 
Squadron. Lieut.-Cdr. Ci. Hoddinott. 

Admiral LeFanu was welcomed on board the Hermes off Penang 
hv the Commander l ar Hast Fleet. Vice-Admiral W. D. O’Brien, 
and was remaining in the Far Hast until August 30. 

His programme included visiLs to R.N. ships and establishments, 
and calls on members of the Singapore Government and on political 
and Service leaders in Kuala Lumpur. 

Completion of the First Sea Lord’s flying exercise ended with a 
message to the Fleet Air Arm in the U.K.: 

"Super trip, enormously enjoyed. Your boys, air and ground, 
were ace. Many thanks to all in your command who contributed to 
the success of the novel and I hope useful excursion. Have thanked 
R.A.F. separately. They did very well.” 


Your plane. Sir.” Admiral LeFanu at Lossiemouth with the 
station's commanding ofliccr, (’apt. H. M. Brown 


Steady, More, steady! 


FAMILIAR SIGNPOST ON THE LAST LAP 


But actor Kenneth was not really "caught in the act." hut put 
on an act for the benefit of the photographer when on a visit 
lo R.N. Air Station, Culdrosc. Wren ofliccr Is Janet Borrough, 

of Grayshott 


One of the four Buccaneers 
pictured at Gan near a sign¬ 
post which tells its own story 


WELCOME ABOARD HERMES 
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Last Leanders 
are ordered 

Orders have been placed with Yarrow Shipbuilders Lid. for 


the construction of two more I. 

These will be the 25th and 
26th—and the last—of this suc¬ 
cessful class. 

H.M.S. Scylla. another Lcan- 
der. was launched at Devon port 
on August 8. Mrs. Maurice 
Foley, wife of the former Par¬ 
liamentary Under-Secretarv of 
Defence (Royal Navy) perform¬ 
ing the naming ceremony. 

The New Navy Minister (Dr. 
David Owen, M.P.), speaking at 
the reception, said: 

"We are in danger, in our 
present mood of national in¬ 
trospection. of forgetting how- 
formidable and effective our 


eander frigates. 

own defence forces now arc. 

"After 1971. though no longer 
operating regularly east of Suez, 
the Navy within the European 
and North Atlantic area will in¬ 
creasingly face a major chal¬ 
lenge. for I break no secrets if I 
point to the rapid build-up in 
the size and sophistication of 
the Soviet Navy. 

‘Those of you who have 
doubts about the future size and 
shape of the Royal Navy need 
not worry, for the future role 
will offer as exacting and excit¬ 
ing a career as it has ever done 
in the past." 



Greeting for Admiral I.cF’anu from the Commander Far Fast Fleet, aboard H.M.S. Hermes 


A holiday 
date with 
the Navy 

The summer bank holiday 
gives opportunities for the 
public to "Meet the Navy.’* 
No fewer than three dozen 
ships will be open to visitors at 
Chatham. Plymouth, and Ports¬ 
mouth. and there are numerous 
static and "action" displays at 
each port. (See page 19.) 

At Portsmouth, however, pos¬ 
sibly one of the biggest crowd- 
pullers will be a small ship, 
wearing the white ensign, but 
which is not a naval ship. 

This is "Lively Lady"-the 
ketch in which Sir Alex Rose 
sailed single-handed round the 
world. 
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DRAFTY 'S 
CORNER 


itrite 


others that they should if neces¬ 
sary he required to fill the less 
popular shore billets in the U.K. 
when they return. 


“What’s up with you —you 
look ehokker?" 

*T\e got a - draft chit 

to the Amphitrile." 

’it's not such a bad place, 
I spent a couple years there 
in ’59-'61.** 

“It’s O.K. for you with no 
kids and in a hiring, but I've 
got the bo\ taking the 11-plus, 
just bought that house 'cause I 
expected at least another 12 
months here, and I’ve started 
evening classes at the Tech. 
Don’t know what the wife will 
say. I could understand it if the 
draft was to sea or something 
like that, but I don't sec the 
point of shifting me from here 
to that place miles from any¬ 
where and they can’t even speak 
English. Old Dave and Mick 
have both been here longer than 
me. why weren’t they chosen? 
And there must be dozens of 
others who’d like to go there." 

Unpopular ones 

If only there were dozens of 
volunteers for unpopular billets 


Next searcli 


If he has no luck with accom¬ 
panied shore-goers, the next 
search is for men who have 
served afloat abroad and accom¬ 
panied. 

The number of men coming 
home from abroad is never high 
in a single month, and indeed 
on one of 170 odd rosters is 
often nil. The one or two who 
may appear on the list may well 
be barred for one good reason 
or another from filling a partic¬ 
ular vacancy. 

Then it is that Drafty must 
begin a long slow process of 
elimination all through the Port 
Service roster. 

In this particular case let us 
assume he is after a petty oflicer 
in a branch with about 200 
names in Port Service. 

He will have first checked that 
there arc no leading rates due 
for advancement in the near 
future in the Amphitritc who 
could fill the billet or any others 
who show the Amphitritc as one 
of their preferences and who 
arc due for advancement 


then Drafts's lot would be much 
easier, but the fact is that there 
arc places in the United King¬ 
dom that arc liked only by a 
select few. 

Nevertheless the billets have 
to be filled and it is not easy to 
choose the man who must go. 

If there arc men coming in 
from sea who have shown a 
preference for that particular 
area then there is no difficulty, 
or perhaps somewhere in the 
U.K. a rating has sent in a new 
Drafting Preference Card, wants 
a change of air. and has opted 
for the Amphitritc. 

A short search will always 
find these men but if Drafty has 
no success there then he has to 
look elsewhere. 


He wiil first look for men due 
or overdue for sea. but debarred 
from a sea draft for such reason 
as. sav. looming time expiry, 
health, ineligibility for a long 
P.C.T. or. more usually, a com¬ 
bination of two or more such 
reasons. 

The man who is drawing more 
shore service from the system 
than he has earned by sea ser¬ 
vice is a "natural" for the shore 
draft no-onc wants. Drafty will 
then look at the men coming 
back from an accompanied job 
on shore abroad. 

In some cases there arc not 
enough billets at sea for them 
to go to and. having been with 
their families for the past two 
years or more, it is only fair on 


"Men, I have a letter here 
from Drafty asking for a . . . 
men! Come hack here . . . ! 
Men ...!*’ 


‘Getting into line’ 
-slightly out of step! 

In last month’s article “Getting into Line.” Drafty’s 
pen slipped when he referred to roster benefits for men 
returning from accompanied L.F.S. on shore. 

Under the new rules effective from October 1, 1968, 
such men earn neither a new roster date nor an adjust¬ 
ment to an old one so they will be close to. or at the top 
of the roster for a sea draft. 

For the time being this must be to a ship on H.S.S., 
as explained in the July article. "The Change Over." 

-1 


Setting aside 

Of these 200 cards he can 
immediately put some aside. 
'Hicsc will be the men who have 
only a few months left to serve, 
or arc stopped draft on com¬ 
passionate grounds, or whose 
health temporarily prevents a 
draft seawards. 

From those left he will also 
put to one side all who arc due 
for sea service in the next six 
months or so (there would be 
little point in shifting a man 
who could not do a worthwhile 
stint). 

To this pile must be added 
those who have recently come 
ashore from sea service, who do 
not want a move, and whose 
claim to a settled existence is 
just as strong. 

Drafty now has only a few 
cards left and the draft chit to 
the Amphitritc will come to one 
of these men. He will look to 
sec who has been in a popular 
preference area the longest; 
whether his past drafting cycle 
has been reasonable and he has 
had a fair share of his partic¬ 
ular preferences—your drafting 
card will always show whether 
your service in H.M.S. Nonsuch 
six years ago was a result of 
volunteering, being detailed, or 
in one of your preference areas. 

Obviously if there is only i 
matter of weeks to choose be¬ 
tween two men and one. al¬ 
though in his preference area 
two months less than another, 
can get home every week-end 
from the Amphitritc while the 
other man could only do it dur¬ 
ing long leave, then the man 
with this slightly shorter time 
in his preference will get the 
draft chit. 


But all things being equal the 
man who has been in his prefer¬ 
ence area the longest, has the 
least unsettled service over the 
past three or four years and is 
not "stopped draft" will receive 
the draft chit to the Amphitritc. 

So if you do not get a draft 
chit to the Amphitritc ever, you 
will know that, over the years 
that you have been eligible, 
some hardworking Drafty has 
considered your case on many 
occasions and has found a good 
reason for your not going. 

And alternatively, if you do 
get a job in the Amphitritc. re¬ 
member a lot of thought has 
been pul into it. 

Rumour lied 

Frequently the man. when he 
gets there, likes it. discovering 
that rumour lied about the 
weather and the attitude of the 
natives, and that the isolation 
was more than made up for by 
a wonderful ship spirit. 

And to his delight he finds 
that if lie keeps quiet about his 
discovery he can go on putting 
the Amphitritc as his first pre¬ 
ference with a good chance that 
he’ll always get it. and that once 
there he’ll be safe until next 
due for sea. 


Lists of ships for which C’.N.I). 
will be issuing Draft Orders 
during October, 1968 

MAIN PARTIES TO JOIN 

GRENVILLE (II S.S > April. 1969 

GLAMORGAN (C S C.) April. 1969 

kl l.I.INGTON (II.S.S.) April 1969 

TRIALS CRKW 

HERMES (Ci.S.C.) April. 1969 


During 1969 four more 
I.candcr class general purpose 
frigates and two County class 
guided missile destroyers will 
join the Fleet. 

The Lcanders are the Her- 
mione. Jupiter. Bacchante and 
Charvbdis. Another, the Scylla, 
will commission in January, 
1970. 

These five, together with the 
Achilles and the Diomede now 
being built in Scotstoun. and the 
25th and 2(>th of the class 
ordered in July this year from 
the same Upper Clyde Ship¬ 
builders. will be the last of the 
Lcanders to be built. 

The two County class de¬ 
stroyers are the Antrim, due to 
complete in August next, and 
the Norfolk, in September. 

1 % ?- 

The latest commissioning 
forecast received is as follows: 

OCrOBKK 

BURN4SION (C M S ). October 21 at 

Bahrain. I orcign Service/Middle 

Last. 9:h M.C.M. Squadron. <L.) 


COMMISSIONING FORECAST 


BEACIIAMPTON (CMS). October 21 
at Hahrain. Foreign Service/Middle 
EaM. 9th MC M. Squadron. (I! ) 

VARNTON (C.M.S.). October 21 at 
Singapore. Foreign Service/Middle 
East. ‘♦th MC M Squadron. (E.) 

HKERETON (M III. October 8 at 
Portsmouth lor trials. Port Service. 
Commissions December 17. (E.) 

GAVIN ION (M II). October 10 at 
Chatham. Home Sea Service/Forcicn 
Service (Middle East) from date of 
vailing. **:h M C.M. Squadron (E.) 

DEVONSHIRE (G.M. Destroyer). Octo¬ 
ber 14 at Portsmouth. L.R.P. com¬ 
plement Port Service. 

MINERVA (G P. Frigate). October 24 
at Chatham. General Service Commit- 
non (Phased). Home/East ol Sue/ 
(ME Home). U K. Base Pott. Chat- 
ham. 

MI.OK.sroN (M II). October 31 at 
Roeyth. Home Sea Service, l't 
M.C.M. Squadron. U.K. Bate Port. 
Rosyth. 

NOVEMBER 

CIlAWrON (C MS). November I at 
Bahrain. Foreign Service. Middle East. 
9th M C M. Squadron. <E.) 

K Kill .EM ON (M II). November 7 at 
I >e von port for trials. Pori Service. 
Commissions January 3. 1969. 


At your service . . . 

(uptiss 
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REMOVALS and WAREHOUSING 

PACKING AND SHIPMENT 

13 Clarendon Road, Southsea 

Telephone 2/575 

LONDON 13 Bramley Road, North Kensington 

PARK 4202 

PLYMOUTH 13 Waterloo Street, Stonehouse 

65159 

CHATHAM 351 High Street, Rochester Medway 43134 


ANDROMEDA (C. P. Frigate). Novem¬ 
ber II at Portsmouth. General Service 
Commission. Home I . 0 : of Sue/ 
(FT.) Home (Captain’s Command ) 
UK. Have Port. Portvmouth. 

JUPIIER FLIGHT. November II at 
Portland. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Wasp. U.K. Bave Port. Devon- 
port. 

ALBION (Cdo Ship). November 20 at 
Singapore. Foreign Service. Eavt ol 
Sue/ (FT.). U K. Ba\c Port. Ports- 
rr..'ut:i ( N > 

WIIITBV <A.S Frigate). November 26 
(tentative date) at Portsmouth. 
General Serv.cc Commisvion Home/ 
Eavt of Sue/ (I E). U.K. Base Port. 
Portsmouth. 

PI.YMOUIII (A S Frigate). November 
21 at Chatham lor trials. Port Service. 
Commissions January 2*. 1969. 

BERRY HEM) (Maintenance Ship). 
November 5. at Portsmouth. Local 
Foreign Service. (Sea.) (A.) 

DECF.MBFR 

MINERYV FLIGHT. December 9 at 
Portland. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Wasp. U.K. Base Port. Chat¬ 
ham. 

INTREPID (Assault Ship) December 
10 at Singapore. Foreign Service. F.ast 
of Sue / (IF). U.K. Base Port. 
Devon port. (A.) 

CHICHESTER (AD Trigate). Decem¬ 
ber 12 at Chatham. General Service 
Commission (Phased). Home'East ol 
Sue/ (FE);!lomc. U.K. Base Port. 
Chatham. 

FIURYAI.US (G.P. Frigate). December 
16 at Dev import. General Service 
Commission (Phased). Home/Eavt ol 
Sue/ (FE) Home. (Captain’s Com¬ 
mand.) U.K. Base Port. Devon port 

BRERKFON (M TIE December 17 at 
Portsmouth. Home Sea Service/ 
Foreign Service (Middle East) from 
date ot sailing. 9;h M.C.M. Squadron 
(E.) 

ANDROMEDA FLIGHT. December a: 
Portland. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Wasp. U K. Base Port. Portv 
mouth. 

JANUARY. 1969 

KEDI.ESTON (M,ll>. January 3 at 
Dcvonport. Home Sea Service. 4th 
M.C.M. Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Kosvth. 

SIRIUS (G.P. Trigate). January 9 at 
Portsmouth. Genera! Service Commiv¬ 
sion (Phased) Home East of Sue/ 
(FE)/Homc. U.K. Base Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

FIFE (G.M. Destroyer). January 14 at 
Chatham. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Home/East of Sue/ (FE) Home 
(Phased). U.K. Base Port. Chatham 

PLYMOUTH (A S Frigate). January 23 
at Chatham. General Service Comma- 
si on. Home East of Sue/ (FE). U K 
Base Port. Devon port 


EAGLE (Catrirr) January 6-20 at 
Dcvonport. General Srrvice Commis¬ 
sion (Phased) Home East of Sue/ 
(FEJ/llomc. U K. Base Port. Devon- 
port 

WOOl.ASTON <C M S >. January at 
Gibraltar. I errv crew only. 

IIF.RMIONE IG.P. Incate). January 

(tentatise date) at Portsmouth. 
General Service Commission. Home/ 
East of Sue/ tl l.i Home, U.K. Base 
Port. Portsmouth. 

FEBRI* \RY 

ESKIMO (G.P. Frigate). February I at 
Portsmouth. General Service Commis¬ 
sion (Phased). Home East of Sue/ 
(ME). U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 

CAPRICE (Destroyer). February 6 at 
Portsmouth. General Service Commit- 
sion (Phased). I tome/East of Sue/ 
(FE). U K. Base Pori. Portsmouth. 

GALATEA (G.P. Frigate). February I 
at Portsmouth. General Service Com¬ 
mission (Phased). Home. East of Sue/ 
U : E)/llomc (Captain’s Command.) 
U.K. Base Pott. Portsmouth. 

JUPITER (G.P. Frigate). Mid-February 
at Devon port. General Service Com¬ 
mission Home las: of Sue/ (FE)/ 
Home. U.K. Base Port. Dcvonport. 

KEELING ION CM II). M:d-February 
at Chatham for trials. Port Service. 
Commissions mid-April. 

MARCH 

HARDY (A S Frigate). Mar%h 14 at 
Gibraltar for (rials. Home Sea Service. 

CAVALIER (Destrover). March 27 at 
l^cvonport. General Service Com¬ 
misvion (Phased). Home/West Indies/ 
Home. U.K. Base Port. Dcvonport. 

ESKIMO FLIGHT. March at Portland. 
General Service Commission. Wasp. 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 

ASHANTI FLIGHT. March at Portland 
General Servi.c Commission. Wasp. 
U K. Base Port. Dcvonport. 

APRIL 

GRENVILLE (A S Ingatc). April 24 at 
Portsmouth Home Sea Service. U.K. 
Base Port. Portsmouth. (C.) 

GLAMORGAN (G M. Destroyer). April 
21 at Portsmouth. General Service 
Commission (Phased). Home East of 
Sue/ (FE). U.K. Have Port. Dcvon¬ 
port. 

TARTAR (C. P Frigate). April at Gib¬ 
raltar. L.R.P. complement. 

892 SQUADRON. ARK ROYAL. April 
a: Yeovilton. General Service Com¬ 
mission. Phantoms U K. Base Port. 
Dcvonport. 

KELLING1 ON (M ID Mid-April at 
Chatham. Home v ea Service. 4th 
M.C.M. Squadron UK. Ba%< Port. 
Kosvth. 

ASHANTI (G.P. Frigate). April 10 at 
Portsmouth for trials Port Scrstcc. 
Commissions June 12. 


MAY 

ANTRIM FLIGHT. May I at Portland. 
General Service Commission. Wessex. 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 

IIAROY (A/S Frigate). May 9 at Gib- 
raltar. Home Sea Service. Portland 
Squadron. U.K. Have Port. Chatham. 

(C.) 

JUNE 

HAMPSHIRE (G.M. Destroyer). June 
at Chatham. L.R.P. complement. Pott 
Service. 

BACCHANTE (G.P. Frigate). June at 
Newcastle (tentative). General Service 
Commission. Home.West Indies 

(Captain's Command). U.K. Base 
Port. Portsmouth. 

ASHANTI (G.P. Frigate). June 12 at 
Portvmouth, General Service Com¬ 
mission. Home lavt of Sue/. (ME)/ 
Home (Captain’s Command). U.K. 
Base Port. Dcvonport. 

ENDURANCE (Ice Patrol Ship). End 
June at Portvmouth. ?0 per cent, of 
ship’s company General Service Com¬ 
mission. (Home South Atlantic South 
America.) U.K Have Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

SALISBURY (A D frigate). June (ten¬ 
tative date) at Dcvonport. General 
Service Commission. Home East ol 
Sue/ (FI.). U.K. Have Port. Dcvon¬ 
port. 

JULY 

CllARYIIDIS (G P. Frigate). July al 
Heilas; (tentative). General Service 
Commivsion. Home East ol Sue/ 
(FE)/lfomc. U K Base Port. Ports- 

mouth. 

BACCHANTE FLIGHT. July at Port¬ 
land. (iener a! Service Commisvion. 
Wasp. U K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 
PUMA (G P I rigale). July 17 at Dcvon¬ 
port. General Service Commission. 
Home Fast of Sue/ (FE) Home. 
(Phased). U K. Have Port. Dcvonport. 

AUGUST 

ANTRIM (G M. Destroyer). Mid- 
August at Glasgow (tentative). Gen¬ 
eral Service Commivsion. Home Fast 
of Sacs/Home U.K. Base Port. 
Portsmouth. 

SCYLLA (G P. Frigate). August (ten- 
tativc date) at Dcvonport for trials. 
Port Service. Commissions January. 
1970 (tentative date). 

AVISTON (CMS) August at Bahrain. 
Foreign Servi.c (Middle Eavt). 9th 
M.C.M. Squadron. <E.) 

RHYL (A S Frtga'c) August a: Rosyth. 

Special refit DA* control. Port Servi.c. 
VIDAL (Survey Ship). August at ( hat- 
ham. General Service Commission. 
Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean. U K. 
Base Port. Chatham. (A.) 
LONDONDERRY (A S Frigate) 
August 14 at Rosyth for trials. Port 
Service. C 0 m.a 1 av.ons October 23. 


SKPI KM IIK l( 

NORFOLK (G.M. Destroyer). Septem¬ 
ber .it Wall send (tentative). General 
Service Commission. Home East of 
Sue/ (IT.)/ Home. U.K. Base Port. 
Portsmouth. 

I.ONDONDERRY FLIGHT. September 
at Portland. General Service Commiv¬ 
sion. Wasp, U.K. Base Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

PUNCHES I ON (CMS.) September at 
Hahrain. 9th M.C.M. Squadron. 
Foreign Service. Middle East. <K.) 

HYDRA (Survey ship). September at 
Chatham. General Service Commit- 
sion. Indian Ocean. U K. Have Port. 
Chatham 

OCTOBER 

BKACHAMPTON (C M S ) October at 
Bahrain. Foreign Service. Middle last. 
9«h M.C.M. Squadron. (E.) 

VARNTON (C.M S.). October at 
Bahrain. Foreign Service. Middle East, 
•rth M.C .M. Squadron. <E.) 

CIIAKYBDIS FLIGHT. October at 
Portland. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Wasp. U.K. Base Pori. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

LOWES I OFT (A/S Frigate). October 
30 at Chatham for trials. Port Service. 
Commissions December 4. 

LONDONDERRY (A/S Frigate) Ociiv 
ber 23 at Kovyth. General Service 
Commission. Home/East of Sue/ 
(FE) Home. U.K Have Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

DIDO <G P. Frigate). October at 
Dcvonport. Port Service. Care and 
Maintenance. 

NOVEMBER 

N \1 M) (G.P. Frigate). November at 
Portsmouth. General Service Commis¬ 
sion tPhased). Home Fast ol Sue/ 
(M E.) Home. U.K Base Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

AURORA (G.P. Frigate). November at 
( hatham General Service Commis¬ 
sion (Phased). Home/East ol Sue/ 
(! E)/Homc. U K Base Pori. Chat¬ 
ham. 

NORFOLK FLIGHT. November at 
Portland. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Wessex U.K. Base Pori. Portv¬ 
mouth. 

HYDRA FLIGHT. November at Port¬ 
land General Service Commission. 
Wasp. U.K. Base Port. Ch.itX.tn. 

DECEMBER 

LOWESTOFT (A/S Frigate). December 
4 at Chatham General Servi.c Com¬ 
mission. Home/East o! Sue/ (FE). 
U.K. Base Port Chatham 

BERWICK (A/S Frigate). End of 
December at Chatham lor trialv Port 
Service. Commisvion* end o! Feb¬ 
ruary. 1970. 

GURKHA FLIGHT. December at 
Portland General Service Commis¬ 
sion Wasp U K Have Port. Kovyth. 

ARK ROY VI. «849|| SQUADRON), 
late 1969 .it Brawdv. General Servi.c 
Commission U K Have Port. Dcvon¬ 
port. Gannets 

Continued on page 3 
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TRIUMPH-SOUTHDOWN COACHES 

WEEKEND LEAVE 

Operate the following Official Express Service for Service 

EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

Return Fare 


Return Fore 


233 ALBERT ROAD, DEVONPORT, PLYMOUTH 

Telephone Plymouth 53110 : Portsmouth 33681 


Agents in all principal ports 


tmt.m 4 NAVAL 0 0 I f I T T £ R S 


The l.candcr class frigate, 
H.M.S. Sirius, can rightly be 
called “Portsmouth's Own” 
for not only was she built in 
Portsmouth Dockyard, and 
has been “adopted" by the 
city, she also has the city's 
motto “Heaven's light our 
guide." in allusion to her 
badge -derived from the star 
called Sirius, the Dog Star, 
and the brightest in the 
heavens. 

The seventh of her name to 
serve with the Royal Navy, the 
present Sirius was laid down on 
August '>. 1963. and launched 
on September 22. !%4. by Lady 
Woods, wife of the then Com- 
mander-in-Oiiel. Portsmouth. 
Admiral Sir Wilfrid Woods. 

She was completed on June 
15. 1966. 

Seacat missiles 

Of 2.800 tons displacement 
(full load), the Sirius is 372 ft. 
in length (o.a.) and has a beam 
of’41 ft. Fitted for Seacat quad¬ 
ruple launcher the anti-air¬ 
craft guided missile—the ship 
lias a twin 4.5-in. mounting and 
a Limbo three-barrelled depth 
charge mortar. 

Complement is 17 ofliccrs and 
246 ratings. 

The ship carries a Wasp heli¬ 
copter armed with homing 
torpedoes, and is lilted with ex¬ 
cellent anti-submarine detection 
equipment. 

In her first commission, the 
ship spent a year in the Far 
East, including several weeks on 
patrol off Bcira. 

The highlight of that corn- 
commission. which included 
visits to Australia, Hong Kong, 
and a cruise through the In¬ 
donesian Islands, was being 
present at the Coronation of 


Started 

life with 
pageant 


King Taufa'ahau Tupou IV of 
Tonga. 

The live-day visit at the island 
was described by one of the 
ship's officers as “one long 
colourful pageant.” 

The ship, which will be open 
to visitors at Portsmouth’s Navy 
Days, has been working with the 
Londonderry Squadron, but she 
is expected to recommission in 
January. I%‘>. for a General 
Service Commission in Home 
Waters and in the Far East. 

The first Sirius in the Royal 
Navy was a 20-gun ship, 
originally named Berwick. Re¬ 
named Sirius in 1786 she was 
wrecked in 1790. 

The second Sirius was a Fifth 
Rate of 1797. which was 
destroyed to avoid capture in 
1810. 

The third Sirius was also a 
Fifth Rate and was the last 
ship to be built at Bursledon. In 
1860 she had her sides titled 
with plates for gunnery experi¬ 
ments. and was broken up in 
1862. 

Then came a screw sloop of 
1.268 tons and six guns, built at 


Portsmouth in 1868. She was 
sold in 1885. 

The next Sirius, a screw 
cruiser, second class, of 3.600 
tons, was built at Ncwcastle-on- 
Tyne. being launched in 
October. 1890. 

This ship was at Rear- 
Admiral Hood's bombardment 
of the Belgian coast in October, 

1914. at the Cameroons in 

1915. and finally sunk as a 
block ship at Ostcnd on April 
23. 1918. 

Battle honours 

The sixth Sirius was the 1940 
cruiser broken up in 1956. Her 
tonnage was 5.540 and she 
carried 10 5.25-in. guns. 

Her battle honours—Medi¬ 
terranean. 1942; Malta Convoys. 
1942; Artie. 1942; North Africa. 
1942-43; Sicily. 1943; Salerno. 
1943; Aegean. 1943-44; Nor¬ 
mandy. 1944; and South France, 
1944 -give a clear indication of 
her good work. 

Like the present Sirius, the 
1940 cruiser was also built at 
Portsmouth. 


I.candcr class frigate Sirius 


POSTCARD COLLECTIONS 


Photo postcards of H.M.S. 
Sirius, or any other ship 
in this series, arc obtainable 
from “Navy News." Dept. 
P.C.. 13 Edinburgh Road. 
Portsmouth, price Is. each 
(IOs. per dozen, stamps, postal 
order or cheque). 

A standing order for the 
supply of each new card on 
publication, for 12 issues, can 
be arranged on receipt of postal 
order or cheque for 12s. 

Ocher ship* in this scries are : 
Theseus. flul«jrk. Centaur. Glasgow. 
Kenya. Newcastle. Albion. Ark Royal. 
Loch Killisport. Diana, laciturn. Dar¬ 
ing. Chevron. Zest. Vanguard. Murray. 
Cumberland. Scorpion. Liverpool. 
Apollo. I.ynt. Salisbury. Sheflicld. 
Girdle ness. Maidstone. Newfoundland. 
Warrior, Britannia. Bermuda. Vic¬ 
torious. Corunna. Alamcin. Vigo, Tyne. 
Jutland. 1 alent. I’alltvcr. Lsplorcr. For- 


Advancements 

Confirmation has been received that the following have been 
advanced to the Chief Petty Officer. Chief Artificer or Chief 
Mechanician rate: 


Commissioning forecast 


poise. Kcdpolc. Gambia. Tiger. Rime II. 
Dainty. Protector. Undine. Defender. 
Darlington. Carron. Whitby. East- 
bourne. Torquay. Mounts Bay. Belfast. 
Hermes. Armada. Yarmouth, Lion. 
Hartland Point. leopard. Token. 
Chichester. Echo. Loch Fada. Tenby. 
Puma. Blake, Excaltbur. Troubridge. 
Rhylc. C’ampcrdown. Obcrcn. Cachalot. 
Blackpool. Berwick. Diamond, Acheron, 
Lcyhurn. Scarborough. Sea Lion. 
Falmouth. Ashanti. Broadswood. R.F.A. 
Tideaurge. Striker. Plymouth. Barotta. 
Virago. l.landafT. Nubian. Hampshire. 
Gurkha. Caprice. Adamant. Eskimo. 
Du.hex«. Brave Borderer. Afincouri. 
Leandcr. Grenville. Tartar. Jaguar. 
London. Kent. Aiav. Devonshire. 
Lowestoft. Hardy. Dreadnought. Eagle 
(modernised). Lynx (modernised). Osirii. 
Cambrian. Loch Lomond. Dido. Wake¬ 
ful. Triumph. Sidlcsham. Alderney. 
Trump. Roebuck. Mohawk. Ilecla. 
Naiad. Ocean. Zulu. Lofoten. Reclaim. 
Grafton. Orpheus. Ursa. WooUston. 
UunJas. Fearlesv. Manxman. Glamor¬ 
gan. Auriga. Forth. Hecate. Finwhale. 
Olwcn (formerly Olynthut). Relentless. 
Fife. Intrepid. Dampicr. Aisne, Leopard 
(1967). CKekit. Galatea. Londonderry, 
and Abdul. 

START YOUR COLLECTION 
NOW 


lo A/CERA 

94)670 C. F.. G. Km< 

To A/Ch Meek 
849)78 T. J. Simons. 

To CIIMlL) 

76971) F. Marietta. 885396 D. Chan- 
non. 76*15)0 R. Patrick. 

To A/CCKA 
‘*022'7 C. C\ Dolmorc. 

To A/Ch C El Meek 
8*»5624 T. P. Spurting. 

To Ck C El 

9)))75 K. Taylor. 90)796 G. A. 

Booth. 

To Ch O W 

9158)3 G Oxley. 79«?83 J. E. 

Lawrence. 924068 T. Done. 

To Ch R Kl 

9414)5 C. J. Sanders. 9)72)9 B. S. 
Reed. ‘>276*7 J A. R.x 
To CHS 

661IM J. Turner. 

To CRM W) 

88106** J. S. Taylor. 

To CCV 

8)8759 R M T. Walker. 

To A/Ch Med Teeh 
79)196 A. Sparrow 


To CPO 

7784V44 E. M. Toe ring ton. 246071 
R. B Froud. .8184 24 E. J. Greensladc. 
I5‘>420 P. F. McSweency. 

To .MAA 

86**440 R. A. W. Jacobs. 

To CPO Wcr 
897)69 R. F. Treloar. 

To CFOS A 
874476 E. Lcwins. 

To CPO CA 

890568 A. R. Duninorc. 

To CAF(AE) 

L/FX 814)00 W. Speirs. L. FX 849618 
D. J. Noonan. L/FX 8)816) R P. S. 
Capstkk. I. FX 906252 J J Hr aybrook. 
L/FX 877608 J Norwood. L/FX 571979 
A. J. Gee. L/FX 814)08 W. A. Whit- 
tingham. L/FX 816)25 B W. Fogg. 
L/FX 8)7945 F.. II R Ingram 
To A C A Mi \L) 

L. F 92?)<7 R C harlton 
To CAFtO) 

L/FX 818277 C. R. Aylmg. 

To CAIAII) 

I. FX 894986 N R Joyiwon. I IX 
88478) J. W. Johnston. L I X SS2I48 
W A. Sarchct. 


(Continued from page 2) 

JANUARY. 1970 

SCYtXA (O P. Frigate). January at 
Dcvonp>tft (tentative date and (sort). 
General Service Commission. Home' 
East of Suer (FE). U K. Base Pott. 
Devon port. 

JUNO (C P. Frigate). January at Chat¬ 
ham General Service Commission 
(Phased). Home Fast ol Suer (FE)/ 
Home. U K. Base Port. Chatham. 

ZULU (GP. Frigate). January at 
Rosyih. General Service Commission 
(Phased). Home/Fnst ol Suer (Ml*)/ 
Home. UK Base Port. Rrnyth. 

HKCLA (Survey ship). January at 
Devon port. General Service Com¬ 
mission. North Atlantic. U K. Ba«e 
Port. Devonport. (A.) 

HECATF. (Survey ship). January at 
Devonport. General Service Com¬ 
mission. North Atlantic. U.K. Base 
Port. Devonport. (A.) 

BRIN TON (M ID. January at Bahrain. 
Foreign Service. Middle East. 9th 
M.C.M. Squadron, (t.) 

ARK ROYAL (826 SOUADRON). 
Early 1970 at Culdroec. General Ser¬ 
vice Commission. U.K. Base Port. 
Devonport. Sea Kings. 


To Ch F.l ( Air) 

L FX 8)404) R 
lo CbKFJ (Air) 

I FX 8788JO G 


Walker. 
A Wood 


NOTES. -It is emphavived that the dates 
and particulars given arc forecasts only 
and may have to be changed—perhaps 
at sh.ut notice 

I he terrm "U.K. Base Port** means 
the port at which the ship may normally 
be expected to give leave and relit. 

For ships which are to be phase- 
commissioned. the dates quoted are those 
on which the mam party will join. Draft¬ 
ing action is initiated about six months 
ahead of the date on which men are to 
Join such ships, and drafting action for 
the tlrst party will therefore be initiated 
about nine months ahead of the date* 
quoted. 

Drafting action (or men for trials crew 
(Mho will form part of the final comple¬ 
ment) is initiated between two and five 
months before the dates quoted. 

lhc»e periods should be borne in mind 
when preferring requests to volunteer 
foe service in particular ships. 

Ships in which locally entered Cooks 
fS) Cooks CO* or Stewards are to be 
tH*rnc in lieu of U.K. ratings are indi¬ 
cated av follows. (A)—All Cooks IS). 
Cooks «<» and all Stewards (B). Cooks 
(S). other than P O. Cook (S). all Cooks 
((» and all Stewards (O—Cooks «» 
and Stewards only tl» Cook* (S) other 
than C PO. and P.O. all Cooks (O) and 
all Stewards (E>—I eading Cooks (S) and 
Stewards only (I )-Cook <S) and 
Steward only. 


Exchanges 
of ships 


The following ratings are 
anxious to exchange ships. Any¬ 
one interested should write to 
the applicants direct. Requests 
to transfer must be submitted 
to the respective commanding 
officers in the normal Service 
manner. 

G. Williams. S \(V). H.M.S. Games, 
in an "over nx months” Job. will ex¬ 
change with an SA on similar service 
in either H.M.S. Neptune or Kosyth 
area. 

A. Davies. AB (OI.2) SCA. 9 The 
Parade. II.M. Dockyard. Portsmouth, 
on draft to ll-M.S. Minerva in October 
81 Chatham for general service com¬ 
mission. will exchange for general ser¬ 
vice. Portsmouth based. 

D. Baird. PO CMS). R.N. Air Station. 
Lossiemouth, on draft to H.M.S. Tenby 
(Plymouth area) will exchange (or any 
Portsmouth based ship, preferably 
County class or carrier, including one 
due for overseas service. 


POINTS LEADERS ON THE 


LEEDS . 

• •• 

• • • 

40/- 

SALISBURY 

Ml 

• •• 

11/4 

BRADFORD ... 

• •• 

• •• 

sa- 

WORCESTER ... 

Ml 

• •• 

31- 

HUDDERSFIELD 

• II 

• •• 

ss/- 

GLOUCESTER ... 

• •• 

• •• 

30/- 

SHEFFIELD 

X 

• •• 

48'- 

READING 

• •• 

• •• 

14/- 

NOTTINGHAM... 

.r. 

• •• 

42/4 

PORTLAND ... 

• •• 

• •• 

20/- 

LEICESTER 

•II 

eee 

34/- 

PLYMOUTH ... 

• •• 

• •• 

39/- 

NORTHAMPTON 

••• 

• •• 

18 4 

NEWPORT 

••• 

• •• 

29/4 

LIVERPOOL ... 

• •• 

• •• 

st;- 

CARDIFF 

• • • 

• • • 

32/4 

MANCHESTER ... 

• •• 

• •• 

52/4 

SWANSEA 

• • • 

• • • 

38/- 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME 

44/- 

LONDON from PORTSMOUTH 

15/4 

STAFFORD 

••• 

• • • 

43'- 

LONDON from GOSPORT 

• • • 

Ik- 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

• •• 

• •• 

37/4 

LONDON from 



BIRMINGHAM ... 

eee 

• •• 

34- 

H.M.S. COLLINCWOOD 

17/- 

COVENTRY ... 

eee 

• •• 

31/4 




WARWICK ... 


• •• 

28 6 

Pay Week* special service to 

1 

* 

BANBURY 

••• 

••• 

25/- 

Newcattle-on-T yne 

• • • 

83/- 

OXFORD 

eee 

• •• 

20- 

Sunderland 

• • • 

• • • 

80- 

BRISTOL 

• • • 

• • • 

23 - 

Scockton-on-Tccs 

• • • 

74/- 


N-B. To all ships visiting Portsmouth: Special facilities 
to meet your particular travelling requirements can be 
organised at short notice. Write, phone or call 

TRIUMPH COACHES, 3 Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth Phone 27351 
SOUTHDOWN MOTOR SERVICES, Hyde Park Road. Portsmouth 

Phone 22311 


The following fable shows the 
total points of the man at the 
top of each advancement roster 
as at August I. The number in 
parenthesis indicates the num¬ 
ber of men with the same 
number of points. 

When a roster is shown as 
“Int" (Intermediate) it means 
that there are fewer men on the 
roster than can possibly till the 
expected vacancies during the 
next nine months. 

Ratings lacking seniority. VG 
conduct, or medically unfit, have 
been omitted. 


ROSTERS 


(PO 

PO 

I.S 

1688 

Ch Srakr 

892 

196 

Int 

CPO Wtr 

PO Wcr 

t. W tr 

l6|6 

319(31 

266 

CPO S k 

PO SA 

L SA 

1646 

3**7 

257 

CPO CktSi 

PO Ck(S) 

L Ck«Sl 

|6*4 

1268 

3)7 

CPO Sid 

PO Sid 

I. Std 

20') 

577 

Int 

CPO Ck((» 

PO CkCOl 

L CTtlO) 

2182 

98| 

202 

M \A 

MAA 

RPO 

1)68 

iLx-fox’n* 

1555 

$74 


CKRA/Ch 

.Meek 

320/144 

Ch MlKi 

PO MIL) 

1. MCE) 

2112 

83(2) 

Ini 

Ch Shpt 

CCLk/Ch 

COL V / Ch 

Dry 

C El Mcch 

O LI Mcch 


Dry 

Dry 

Ch C FI/Ck 

PO C F.I/PO 

LCEM/ 

O LI 

O LI 

LOLM 

I "‘*6 

Div 

Dry 

CRKA ChR 

Ch R El 

PO R LI 

LI M«h 

I26B2) 

Dry 

Dry 

IJtLM 

Dry 

CPO \IA 

PO M \ 

I. MA 

58tk2> 

443 

*5tk2» 

CCY 

CY 

1 ROiT* 

1326 

42*» 

;•*< 

CHS 

RS 

1. ROIC) 

1584 

292 

27* 

CRSUV) 

RSI W) 

I. ROtU* 

Int 

Dry 

Dry 

C\A(AL) 

CAAIO* 

CAM! \L> 

Dry 

Dry 

Dry 

CA.MiO) 

CEA(Alr) 

CRL \( Vir) 

Dry 

Dry 

Dry 

Ch LI Mcch 

Ch REI Mcch 

(Air) 

(Air* 


Dry 

Dry 


CAF( VL» 

POAF(AE) 

L \M( \E) 

2478 

583 

Int 

C AF«0) 

PO \F(0* 

LAM(O) 

2)50 

319 

1*1 

CAIAII* 

PO V( All* 

LAI All* 


8*6 

81 

CAiSEi 

PO VISE) 

L MSE* 

112*» 

1004 

In: 

CAiPhol* 

PO VIPhot i 

1. At Phot) 

1248 

470 

1)4 

CAlMrl) 

POMMct) 

I.AlMcl) 

l<i»* 

;«*o 

280 

Ch LkAir* 

POLK Air) 

I.LMlAir* 

2IV6 

177 

Int 

Ch RLK klrl 

PORLUUr* 

I.RLMr Air) 

2148 

Int 

Dry 


ARE YOU MOVING? 

LOCAL, LONG DISTANCE, OVERSEAS 
REMOVAL CONTRACTORS 

Then write, telephone or visit 

HUMPHREY BROS. (SOUTHSEA) LTD. 

7/11 STANLEY STREET 
SOUTHSEA 

PORTSMOUTH 2IS2I or 21522 



AIR FIX 
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Rugger 


ALBION HELPS TO FOIL TIGERS 


The small kampong (vil¬ 
lage) of Liu Sal, deep in (he 
North Malayan jungle, had 
no school, youngsters having 
a long walk along narrow 
jungle paths to the nearest 
one. 


H.M.S. Phoebe, the Lcandcr class general purpose frigate, 
returned to Portsmouth on July 25 after II months in the f ar 
East, to be met by wives, children and sweethearts. 

During the period away, the "it was the most boring and hot 
ship, built by Alex Stephens at time we have ever had." 
Glasgow and completed in Of Simonstown the spokes- 
April. 1966. visited the Persian man said: “We really enjoyed 

Gulf. Singapore. Aden, and ourselves." adding that the 

Simonstown. Phoebe had one of the best 

The Phoebe spent the first nigby sides in the Navy, 

part of her life in the West . 0ur, !|* lh , c . sla >’ *n Simons- 

Indics, after working-up in tov ™ ,he . S ' 1, P P ,a > c ^ severa 

home waters, but in June. l%7. m -‘tches with local sides, and 

she was sent to the Mediter- ha,f of 

ranean at the time of the Israeli- . Phoebe, commanded 

Arab War. h >' Ca P L 1 • c - Berger, has a 

. complement of just over 260. 

During the 11 months away. She recommissioned at Chatham 

the ship covered the final with- on August 22 for a further 

drawal of the British from Aden. general service commission in 

and a spokesman on board said home waters and East of Suez. 


After two children lud 
been savaged by tigers, the 
villagers petitioned for - 
school of their own, and were 
told a teacher was available 
but they would have to erect 
their own building. 


Jl " *58 cleared .i site. 66 

/ ^ J j /‘u 'Oi* Squadron R.A.E. took 

- 9b jHT. . - M&ni IvUEpr P building materials from 50 

•gf—y 0 . up country, and H4S 

• ■■ . 4 ; J ’ copters from H.M.S. \lbion 

"y ?took in 

CPO Hibbens (standing) and (TO Hibbard found that it did not take long to make friends with own school. 

the grateful villagers 

Picture by CPO (Phot) D. G Wheatley 


AIR FIX BRINGS THEM TO LIFE! Famous fighting ships The vast range of Airfix construction kits covers 19 different 
like H.M.S. Ajax and Ark Royal. Great modern liners like series, including planes, ships, cars, historical figures and 
the Canberra—all brought to life in minute deoil by Airfix I tracksidc series—each model just like the real thing! 

Prices from only 2/7d to 20/6d. 


H.M.S. NELSON 


It is obvious that Caroline and Joanna were pleased to greet their 
father, I.S Roger Singleton, when the Phoebe berthed at South 

Railway Jetty, Portsmouth Dock van! 


H.M.S. AJAX 


M.V. FREE ENTERPRISE II 


Defence Council Instruc¬ 
tion (DCI S99/6S) is of 
considerable importance to 
all in the Seaman branch and, 
in their own interest, ratings 
should make themselves con¬ 
versant with the new regula¬ 
tions, which affect their 
advancement and scales of 
pay. 

The fact that advancement in 
the Seaman branch is not 
clearly linked with the posses¬ 
sion of specialist qualifications 
has caused drafting and com¬ 
plementing difficulties for a 
long time. 

For instance, the manning of 
weapon systems requires that all 
but a very small number of 
petty officers need a 1st Class 
specialist qualification; all lead¬ 
ing seamen need a 2nd Class 
S.Q. and some a 1st Class one; 
many ABs need a 2nd Class S.Q. 

Already it is often very diffi¬ 
cult when drafting men to sea 
to find those with particular 
substantive rates who possess 
the right level of S.Q.: similarly 
senior rates with a low S.Q. or 
no S.Q. at all can be hard to 


place in billets which require 
men of their seniority 
The problem has become 
more serious as equipment has 
become more complex. 

It has. therefore, been 
decided to take steps to help to 
ensure the supply of specialist 
qualified men. to match the de¬ 
mand for them in II.M. ships. 

To this end. as from August 
I. 1968. ratings in the Seaman 
branch will require a specialist 
qualification of the appropriate 
level as a condition for advance¬ 
ment. 

The levels will be: 

Able Seaman .. Star 
Leading Seaman .. 2nd Clas*. 
Petty Officer .. 1st Class 
Thus, for example, leading 
seamen will he required to 
obtain a 1st Class S.Q. before 
being rated petty officer. 

The clfect will be to improve 
prospects for advancement ol 
capable men and to case pres¬ 
sure on ratings currently posses¬ 
sing high S.Qs. It also accords 
with the policy of encouraging 
ratings to become as highly 
qualified as possible during their 
R.N. career. 


AIRCRAFT, 
CARS, TANKS 
ROLLING 
STOCKTOO! 


collection NOW! 


STOP PRESS 


/AltflA-S? SCAltJ 
FERRARI 250 LM 


[AltHI-77 SCAlFj 

n 20 RUPinronTnrw 



M1FU- 1*4 SUIT 

CONCORDE 
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The ship’s company is taking a well-earned fortnight’s leave, a 
S ome have gone up country in Malaysia and some are managing g 
a trip home to England. 

The ship’s team did very well in the R.N. Singapore Athletics * 
Championship, coming fourth to the land-based giants—42 Cdo, 5 
H.M.S. Terror, and 40 Cdo. > 4 

Intrepid scored more points than the rest of the sea-going t 
Navy put together. g 

At this meeting LM(E) de Loozc reached 42 ft. 10J in. in the \ 
triple jump—if ratified, this will stand as a new Navy record. } 


MYNAH BIRD THINKS 
INTREPID IS STAYING 


After an invigorating trip to Japan, the assault ship H.M.S. 
Intrepid is refitting in Singapore, and the local bird population 
seems to think the ship is staying for a long time. 

A mynah bird has built her nest in the starboard light, and 
is clearly planning to hatch two bright blue eggs. 


As a break from the routine 
of sonar training otl Portland. 
H.M.S. Pellew paid an informal 
courtesy visit to Lyme Regis 
from July 12 to 15. 

Local interest in the visit was 
heightened by the fact that the 
Commanding ofliccr. Cdr. A. J. 
Dunn, was born in the town. 


The ship’s company also in¬ 
cluded another Lyme man. AH 
Rattenbury, whose grand¬ 
father was a former Mayor of 
Lyme Regis. 

Some 30 to 40 families were 
embarked for the journey from 
Portland to Lyme, during which 
the mortars were fired, the pro¬ 


jectiles being recovered by sea- 
boat. 

A special dance on the first 
evening got the visit oir to an 
excellent start, the members of 
the opposite watch attending the 
regular Saturday evening “beat 
session." 

Cricket, skittles and snooker 


matches were also enjoyed. 

At times during the week-end 
the sea and swell made it diffi¬ 
cult to gel boats alongside, but 
about 600 people, and several 
parties of schoolchildren did 
visit the ship on the Saturday. 

At night the Pellew was flood- 
lit. 


ARMFUL OF CHARM 


PELLEWS C O. VISITS HIS HOME TOWN 


The actress Caron Gardner (22), who has been adopted as “Miss 
Leander," visited the frigate at Portsmouth on August 2 for a day 
at sea. She is .seen here in the capable (and willing) uims of 
PO Philip Evans of Great Yarmouth (right) and PO El Thomas 
Stead of Swinton, Mex bo ro ugh. The Leander sailed for Chatham 
on August 6 prior to service East of Suer. 


Above: RO Watts, JS War- 
ford, Spr Burrows, Wtr 
Champion. CpI Ilenshaw, 
OEM Patrick and Mne Mard- 
lin on a “shopping run.” 

Below: LM(E) de Loozc 


Devonshire home 


H.M.S. Devonshire is due 
back at Portsmouth in 
September after a busy seven 
months East of Suez. 

She left the United Kingdom 
on December 1 and. after 
spending Christmas in Simons- 
town, joined the Ear East E'lccl 
on December 29. 

Her first duty was to become 
part of the task force off the 
Aden area, hut after 10 days the 
casing of the situation permitted 
a four-day visit to the Sey¬ 
chelles. 

Next followed an exercise off 
the Gan area with the Flag 
Olliccr Second - in - Command. 
Far East Fleet embarked. After 
a rather strenuous period here, 
the majority of the Fleet 
headed for Australia, and the 


this month 


Devonshire was fortunate to 
spend almost three weeks in 
Sydney, carrying out mainten¬ 
ance with the help of H.M.S. 
Triumph's Fleet Maintenance 
Unit. 

Singapore was reached for the 
first time on March 19. but only 
ten days later the Devonshire 
was oil north, with a quick visit 
to Hong Kong and then on to 
Tokyo, where the Commander. 
Far East Fleet (Vice Admiral 
W. D. O'Brien) joined and flew 
his flag during a crowded week’s 
visit. 


Slightly more informal were 
the three days in Kobe which 
followed, fhen back for an¬ 
other four days in Hong Kong. 

The large SEATO exercise 
scheduled for May was can¬ 
celled. but a dozen or so ships 
took part in a fortnight's 
weapon training period instead, 
during which a few days were 
spent at Subic, the large Ameri¬ 
can Base in the Philippines. 

VISIT BY WIVES 
A six-week maintenance 
period in Singapore enabled 
several officers and ratings to 
fly their wives out, while 
others took station leave in 
Malaya and even Australia. 
The annual inspection was 
carried out by F.O.2.F.E.F. on 
July 24 and five days later the 
ship left Singapore for the long 
passage home to England. 

On route, calls arc being made 
at Gan. Diego Suarez (to co¬ 
incide with a visit by 
COMFEF). Simonstown, Dakar 
and Gibraltar. 

The Devonshire, commanded 
by Capt. R. K. N. Emden. 
arrives at Portsmouth on 
September 12. After leave the 
ship will undergo a long relit at 
Portsmouth, the ship’s com¬ 
plement being reduced con¬ 
siderably accordingly. 

Brighton's gift to 
children's home 

A salvage award, together 
with about £30 collected in 14 
dilferent foreign currencies 
donated by those on board, en¬ 
abled the ship's company of 
H.M.S. Brighton to make a gift 
of £50 to the St. Gabriel’s 
Children's Home in the “name- 
sake’* town. 

Some of the children took 
passage in the ship to Brighton 
from Portsmouth on July 9. 


* 


* 

.'l'. 
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For easy 
car ownership 
choose NAAFI 

and enjoy these advantages 


'GO ANYWHERE' CAR HP. No snags when you arc 
posted. (Many companies insist that the car must stay in 
the UK until the agreement is fully paid). 

UP TO 12J% DISCOUNT on the basic price ofmany* 
popular makes of British cars bought through Naafi from 
a dealer in the UK. 

LOW HP CHARGES 

FIRST-CLASS CAR INSURANCE 

DEPOSIT SAVING—a unique scheme that will reduce 
the HP cost of your car. 

Naafi's Credit Manager will be pleased to send you full details of iho Naafi 
way to easy car ownership. Complete and post the enquiry form today. 


1 . 


To: CREDIT MANAGER, NAAFI HQ. LONDON SE11 

I am thinking of buying tho following now car under tho 
Naafi schomo providing a substantial saving on the basic prico 

Mako _ 

Model . ——— ... . ——.— - - . . . - —- - 


Extras and accessories required 


2. Delivery date requested 

3. Address for delivery_ 


4. The car is for Home uso 

The car is for Export use in- 

(stole country) 

5. I wish to pay for the car by cash in full 
I wish to use the Naafi Car HP Scheme 

I wish to trade-in my present car if possiblo 
Mako-Year_ 

6. (a) Rank_ 


.Delete 
whichever is 
NOT required 


Name (Block Letters) 


(b) Address for reply (Block Letters).. 


7. Date. 
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AWARD 


Controller 


nuclear 


I he lormal opening by 
Vice-Admiral Sir Horace 
Law, Controller of the Navy, 
of the Nuclear Facilities ba*c 
at Chatham Dockyard on 
June 29. marked the virtual 
completion of a development 
started two and a half years 
ago, and which has cost 
£4.5 million. 

The large complex of 
specialised buildings and the 
provision of a highly sophisti¬ 
cated system for the supply of 
mechanical and electrical ser¬ 
vices has meant the largest con¬ 
struction job at tlie dockyard 
since it was first extended by 
French prisoners-of-war in the 
early 1 SCO’s. 

AT HIE BEGINNING 

Chatham has had a long 
association with the Royal 
Navy, going back over some 400 
years, with a special association 
with submarines. 

As Admiral Law pointed out, 
it is “a mere 60 years ago that 
the first submarine was com¬ 
pleted at Chatham, and when 
you consider that the sub¬ 
marine arm of the Navy is only 
65 years old. you will sec that 
C hatham was in at the begin* 


found necessary to drive piles to 
a depth of 80 ft. to ensure 
adequate bearing pressures. 

The site is dominated by a 
120-ton cantilever crane, the 
largest built in the United 
Kingdom for many years. It can 
lift 120 tons at a radius of 
ISO It. from the centre line. 

I he crane is provided with 
duplicated control systems to 
ensure safety during the delicate 
operation for which it is 
primarily intended—the re¬ 
fuelling of the nuclear- 
powered submarines. 

In addition to a 10-storey 
office block to house administra¬ 
tive staff and provide sleeping 
accommodation for submarine 
crews, etc., the site also in¬ 
corporates a sub-station, boiler 
house, and diesel generator 
house. 

There is a health physics 
building concerned with work 
carried out on the submarine 
reactor during relit, a refuelling 
equipment shop, pipe shop and 
nuclear store. 


“It was an obviou* choice to 
put the facilities on the Med¬ 
way.” 

Vice-Admiral I.aw said the re- 
tilting of submarines had 
always been a highly skilled job. 
and the lives of submariners 
depended on ihe work done in 
dockyards. 

Nuclear refitting was a new 
dimension again, and he was 
sure that submariners were 
happy that Chatham would be 
looking after them. 


With complete disregard 
for Ills own safety in enter¬ 
ing a compartment contain¬ 
ing lethal g as, I.M(E) 
Michael Peter Wood, of 
H.M.S. Fox, undoubtedly 
saved a man's life, earning 
the commendation of the 
Co mm a ruler-in-Chief. Ports¬ 
mouth, Admiral Sir John 
Frewen. 

Recognising the signs of a 
C02 discharge, LM(K) W ood 
put on a breathing mask, 
searched the compartment, 
and found an unconscious 
man. 

He dragged the man to the 
hatch, assisting as the 
casualty was hauled to 
safely. 

L.M(E) Wood, who comes 
from King's Lynn, was pre¬ 
sented with the commenda¬ 
tion on board H.M.S. Fox 
at Devonport. by the Com- 
mander-in-Chicf, Ply mouth, 
Vice-Admiral Sir Charles 
Mills. 

The picture shows ship¬ 
mates crowding around to 
get a look at I.M(E) Wood's 
Commendation. 

(I'i.-ure by CTO (Phot) I) G. 

Wneat Icy) 


HIGHEST NAVAL RANK 
FOR SIR VARYL BEGG 


The Chief of the Naval 
Staff and First Sea Lord, Sir 
Vary! Bcgg, was promoted to 
Admiral of the Fleet on 
August 12. 

Sir Varyl’s promotion to the 
Navy’s highest rank is the first 
of such promotions since May. 
1962, when Admiral Sir Caspar 
John, then First Sea Lord, was 
raised to that rank 

Admiral of the Fleet Sir 
Varyl Begg's honour came near 
the end of his active Service 
career (Admirals of the Fleet 
never retire) for he has now 
been succeeded as First Sea 
Lord by Admiral Sir Michael 
Lc Fanti. 

His war service included the 
Norwegian Campaign. the 
Battle of the Atlantic, and the 
Mediterranean theatre, where 
he took part in the Battle of 
Taranto and the Battle of 
Matapan. for which action he 
was awarded the D.S.C. 

Promoted captain in 1947. he 
was appointed in 1950 to the 
new H.M.S. Cossack, the 
successor to the ship of that 


I he new facilities provide the 
equipment essential to meet the 
challenging problems brought 
about by the latest develop¬ 
ments in ship propulsion. The 
nuclear fleet submarines (non* 
Polaris vessels) will be refitted 
and re-fucllcd at Chatham. 

120-TON CRANE 

Considerable problems had to 
he overcome in constructing the 
base. In certain areas it was 


•NEW DIMENSION' 

In his speech Admiral Law 
said: "Nuclear power has given 
submarines an entirely now 
dimension — something they 
have always wanted—the 
ability not to come to the sur¬ 
face for air. 

"The Royal Navy is extremely 
proud of its nuclear fleet sub¬ 
marines. They are the capital 
ships of the future." 


Sir Varyl Bcgg 

name in which he served from 
1938*39 in operations off the 
Spanish coast. During the 
Korean War from 1950 to 1952. 
he was Captain (D) of the 8th 
Destroyer Flotilla and for his 


ILFORD CADETS 
VISIT MALCOLM 

When H.M.S. Malcolm visited 
London during the "Meet the 
Navy” cruise, the commanding 
officer. Lieut.-Cdr. R. Evans, in¬ 
spected the Ilford .Sea Cadets, 
whose training ship is named 
after the ship, on board the frfr 
gate. , 

Cups and plaques were c\? 
changed and after touring the 
ship the cadets had dinner with 
the ship s company. 


His service as Fir>t Sea Lord 
lias been fraught with diffi¬ 
culties. His predecessor. Admiral 
sir David Luce, resigned over 
the phasing out of the aircraft 
carriers. 

The many Defence Reviews 
over the past two years have 
entailed much heart searching 
in the Navy, but Sir Varyl's 
sense of purpose dominated the 
planning for the shape and role 
of the future Fleet. 


war cemetery 


We offer the widest selection of broad- 
loom carpet in Southern England and at 
the lowest prices. 

21/- sq. yd. TUFTAFOAM 

CONTAINS 15% NYLON 

Foam-backed 

29/11 sq. yd. SHIPLEY FOAM 

Medium Lounge 100% EVLAN 

Quality Foam-backed 

39/11 sq. yd. PRIDE 100% NYLON 

Lounge Quality Virtually Indestructible 

45/- sq. yd. LUDLOW Deep Pools 

100% ALLYN 707 NYLON 

Thick built-in underlay 

Prices from 13/6 sq. yd. 

Shop around, but come to us last for the best deal! 

LATE NIGHT OPENING: 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY, 8 p.m. 

CASHCARRY 

J 100-102 ELM GROVE 

S0UTHSEA 

Open Daily: 

9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
Closed all day Wed. 
Thursday and Friday: 

9.30 a.m. to 8.0 p.m. 
Telephone 

PORTSMOUTH 25472 


from Malta visited Bari, in southern Italy. 120 officers and mcr 
attended a remembrance service at the British War Cemetery 
five miles outside the town. 

Many hundreds ot war dead 
from Britain and the Common¬ 
wealth arc binicd at Bari. They 
belonged to all branches of the 
armed services and the Mer¬ 
chant Navy. 

Ihe cemetery is beautifully 
tended, the straight lines of en¬ 
graved headstones lying on 
sweeping lawns shaded by all 
kinds of English trees. 

The Italian Navy provided 
coaches to transport the party 
and. on a sunny Sunday morn¬ 
ing. some time was devoted to 
walking round this magnificent 
spot. ”a moving experience in 
itself.” says our correspondent. 

Father B. S. O'Connor. 

Roman Catholic C haplain to the 
Navy in Malta then conducted 
a service, during which Cdr. 

I. W. Pouc. Senior Officer of 
the Squadron, read a passage 
from Rupert Brooke's poem. 

The Soldier ” 

This is always a moving work, 
but heard in the wry surround¬ 
ings for which it was intended, 
its poignancy was most touch¬ 
ing. 


After the service Cdr. Powi 
laid a wreath from the Squad 
ron at the central cross. 


R.N. IN NATO CONTESTS 


Bedroom 

Quality 


Contract 

Quality 

and many more 


The sixth NATO Naval Com¬ 
munications competition was 
held at the Royal Norwegian 
Naval Communications School 
near Bergen between May 27 
and 31. 

Teams from 11 NATO coun¬ 
tries entered the competition 
which was divided into four sec¬ 
tions: Basic Communications 
skills. Communication quiz. 

Communication relav and a 

• 

pistol shoot. 


tain. H.M.S. Mercury (Capt. Sir 
Peter Anson, Bt.) in the centre. 
R02 (\V1 R. W. Southall. LRO 
(G) M. C. Duane. LRO (G) 
M. J. Bee and R02 1 1) R. 
Palmer. 

Also in the picture (standing) 
are C RS E. K. Perkins and 
Lieut. Ci. Reed, who accom¬ 
panied the team and who had 
organised the short period of in¬ 
tense training in H.M.S. Mcr- 
cur*, before setting off. 


The R.N. team was placed 
fifth in the Basic Communica¬ 
tion skills, fifth in the quiz, 
fourth in the pistol event and 
won the relay. These results 
were an improvement on last 
year's efforts. 

IN THE GROUP 

Ihe Royal Navy team con¬ 
sisted of four junior ratings, 
seated left to right in the accom¬ 
panying picture, with the Cap- 


FIRE IN VALIANT 
Eight lire engines were called 
when a fire was reported on 
hoard the nuclear-powered sub¬ 
marine H.M.S. Valiant in Chat¬ 
ham dockyard on August 14. 

The lire was of a minor 
nature. 


CARPETS 
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Passing-out at S.D. School 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



I. ( . E. Wright proudly 
holds flic sword prc- 
sciilvd lo him :is the 
lust candidate of llic 
Icnn. The family 
conics from Furclrani. 
Hauls. S/I.E Wright's 
marks were I he highest 
given lo a candidate 

since the S.1). School— 

II. M.S. S(. George— 

opened list* years ago. 


Ill I <>\N : Ad. W ardni.is- 
ler S/M Sheridan, of 
Cow plain, Porismoulli. 
pictured with his 
family after being pre¬ 
sented with hN hook 
prize. 


OP: Act. 

Sit 

A. J. 

Eanigan. 

nf 

Dublin. 

showing 

liis 

prize t.) 

liis family 

. wl 

made 

the lrij> 

to 

'i v* him 

loiiimissio 

lied. 


KM UK: 

the 

elder 

daughter 

of 

Ail.S 1.1 


Comfort when letters 


I have only been a keen 
reader of “Navy News" for a 
few months now. but 1 would 
like to compliment you on 
your—to me—vast coverage. 

It must be a great comfort 
to wives and mothers of men 
who arc not very good letter 
writers to have an idea of 
where they are and what they 
are doing. 

I am going lo compile an 
album of the places my son 
visits during his service, and 
hope to be able to get post¬ 
card views. 

(Mrs.) Palrieia IliiMvvoud. 

York. 


Taranto error? 

The article about II.M.S. 
Abdicl (August issuel was a 
trifle incorrect in referring to 
II.M.S. King George V as being 
in charge at Taranto. 

In fact my ship. II.M.S. 
Howe, was in charge of the 
operation, and look the I led 
into Taranto. The K.G.V. did 
not enter Taranto, but look the 
Italians back to Malta. 

William Hallers. 

Colcshill. Birmingham. 

Barham history 

Having served in H.M.S. Bar¬ 
ham from April. 1939. until 
November. 1941. I delved into 
her history pretty well, but lost 
all my notes when the ship was 
sunk. I am now trying to collect 
details of her career, particu¬ 
larly the period 1915-1919. 

I am also collecting photo¬ 
graphs of the ship, being most 
anxious to obtain, if possible, 
pictures of her launching and 
original trials. 

't he builders supplied me with 
one of the Barham filling out. 
.mil this is the earliest one I have 
of the ship. 

The aim is to preserve all the 
pictures in an album, and I hope 
lo write a history of the ship. 
Help from readers would be 
most appreciated. 

A. S. Bines 
(Fx-PO LTOi 
13 Knox Road.Cardiff. 




are 


slow 


REMEMBER BROWN? § 

I receive •‘Navy News’* regularly from a pal of mine, and >' 


reading your boxing notes I wondered if any old-timers 
remember me? 

As an ordinary signalman in H.M.S. llellcroplion, I 
fought aboard the Emperor of India for the 4th B.S. cham¬ 
pionship. meeting Stoker Brown. Seaman Milligan, and 
finally Seaman l.ampard. 

Keating the Navy in April. 1918, I came lo New Zealand 
two years later, fighting as a professional until 1924 when 
I go! married. I am 70 a hit too old to box now!—but I 
enjoy reading “Navy News.** 

/Vs a Jutland veteran I am convenor for a Jutland reunion 
each year here. There arc only 10 of us. hut with wives and 
guests we gel together a party of about 30. Our patron is 
Vice-Admiral Sir Peter Phipps. My ship at Jutland was the 
torpedo-boat destroyer Faulknor. 

Frank Brown 

Wellington. X./.. 
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Sea rosters 

Drafty’s Corner of July ex¬ 
plained how the roster system 
works under the new rules to 
be implemented in October. 

However, the foil o w i n g 
month the article concerned sea 
rosters, and the examples shown 
seemed lo be under the old sys¬ 
tem (men on E.F.S. Accom- 

TEN YEARS*” 
SUBSCRIPTION! 

I am sending a cheque to 
pay for 10 years’ subscrip¬ 
tion for “Navy News.” 

I was horn in Nicaragua, 
hut as a small hoy was sent 
lo England (my father was 
French), and London was 
my home for 22 years. 

During the First World 
War I served in Scottish regi¬ 
ments. and after seven years’ 
service returned to Corinlo. 
later study ing navigation and 
travelling the world aboard 
ships. In 1928 I was called 
to organise the Nicaraguan 
(’oast Guard. 

Salvador d’Arhelles 
(orinlo. Nicaragua. 


His reply to Neptune 

When the aircraft carrier IIALS. Ilcrmcs “crossed the 
line** for the firsl lime in this her fourth commission, mem¬ 
bers of the ship's company, in the traditional ceremony, 
stood accused of crimes against the sovereignty of llis 
Oceanic Majesty King Neptune. 

The Ambassador (hearing an uncanny resemblance to CPO 
Humphreys, head of the P.T. stall) arrived on hoard with his 
entourage the night before His .Majesty was due to hold court 
on the flight deck. 

(apt. I). G. Parker, commanding nllicer of the Hermes, 
received them, and is pictured here delivering a reply lo the 
Ambassador’s harangue. 


panied getting 12 months adjust¬ 
ment which after October I 
they will not get. was rather con¬ 
fusing). 

Perhaps a paragraph in the 
September issue would put 
everybody’s mind at rest, as I 
feel sure that the sailor on 
E.F.S. Accompanied is now un¬ 
certain whether he will gel ad¬ 
justment or not. 

J. W. llamond. 

(P.O. Writer) 
British Embassy. Moscow. 

An important t arret tion 

appears tut page 2 of this 

issue. 

Corsair pictures 

At the end of the war in the 
Pacific I was a very junior H.O. 
rating serving in H.M.S. For¬ 
midable. and with reference lo 
the appeal in your August issue. 

I still have quite a collection of 
photographs taken on board, 
including some Corsairs, bill 
not unfortunately the specific 
one mentioned. 

As far as I can recall, and of 
course memory may be com¬ 
pletely at fault, these aircraft 
were painted a very deep blue. 

With regard to these inquiries, 
I would draw attention to a 
book “A Formidable Commis¬ 
sion" published soon after the 
war by Seeley Service and Co. 
I id.. Kondnn. On page 114 there 
is a short account of the incident 
m which l.ieiit. Gray won the 
V.C.. and the citation is set out 
at the end of the volume. 

Incidentally, the present 
C.-in-C.. Portsmouth. Admiral 
Sir John Frewen. was first 
Eicutenant of the Formidable 
during tliis campaign. 

R. Tovcv. 

Gosport. Hants. 


His happy days 

Your article about H.M.S. 
Fox (August issue) interested 
me. because my father used to 
tell me that he was a signalman 
or telegraphist in H.M.S. Fox. 
a torpedo-boat destroyer, and 
was on convoys to Murmansk 
and Archangel during (he 1 irst 
World War/ 

Having served in the Navy 
from 1949 to 1959 I notice all 
the changes through reading 
"Navy News." and can’t help 
feeling a bit envious ol the visit¬ 
ing ports and places. 

For me now. no more “lash 
up and stow." “up spirits." or 
"cooks to the galley." Happy 
days. It. A. Crofts. 

Great Barr. Birmingham. 

For the lonely 

May I suggest that if there 
are any lonely sailors seeking 
someone to write to that they 
take a leaf from the book of 
the Ship Adoption Society, 
under whose scheme a merchant 
ship is adopted by a school. The 
children lake turns each week 
in writing to the ship, and plot 
the movements on an atlas. 

Postcards a n d descriptive 
letters from the ports of call 
bring geography alive to the 
children, and in turn the weekly 
letter can be a source of plea¬ 
sure and amusement to crew 
members. Richard E. Fox 
(Ex-chief air fitter) 
Sandringham. Norfolk. 


COMING 
to the CLYDE! 

Scotland's leading 
Naval Outfitters are 
at your Service 

UNIFORMS 


CAPS 


BADGES, etc. 

FOR 

R.N. Officers 
P.Os., Ratings 

JAMESMALCOLM 

(Established 1904) LTD. 

Scotland’s NAVAL Tailor 

229 ARGYLE STREET 
GLASGOW C.2 
Telephone: CEN 3155 


COLLYER SMITH & CO. LTD. 

INCORPORATED LIFE ASSURANCE BROKERS 
INCORPORATED INSURANCE BROKERS 
MORTGAGE BROKERS 

(Members of Services Insurance Brokers Association) 


TELEPHONE (3 lines) 
FAREHAM 2211/ 2212/2213 


219 WEST STREET 
FAREHAM. HANTS 


All classes of Life and Endowment Assurances 
Motor and all General Insurances arranged 
Building Society and Endowment Mortgages 


All professional advice and services are 

FREE OF CHARGE 

All enquiries receive the personal attention 

m i 
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BORROWED PLUMES 


For naval wives, and 
especially the younger ones, 
coping with separation is the 
most demanding of their 
problems, often leading to an 
exaggeration of fears and 
heavy pressures on the hus¬ 
bands. 

An example of this came in a 
letter to "Navy News” asking if 
any information could be given 
about one of the larger units of 
the Navy, due to recommission 
overseas later this year. 

”My son has been drafted to 
the ship for 18 months." con¬ 
tinued the letter. "My daughter- 
in-law is making herself ill with 
the thought ol a separation of 
18 months. 


In addition to the Christ¬ 
mas scheme, there is another 
arrangement for messages 
from families to officers and 
ratings in ships serving over¬ 
seas. 

Each month the British Forces 
Broadcasting Service makes 
available a team to record a 
"Call from Home” programme. 

A ship is nominated by the 
Commander Far East Fleet. 
Wives and families assemble at 
a convenient place in the U.K. 
for the recording of messages 
and musical requests which, 
after editing, arc forwarded to 
the ship to be played over the 
internal radio system. 

Wives need have no fear of 
"microphone nerves." The inter¬ 
viewer is an experienced pro¬ 
fessional who has proved her 
expertise in putting families at 
ease while making the record¬ 
ings. 

The programmes appear to 
have given as much enjoyment 
in the ships which have received 
them as to the families, in the 
opportunity to keep in touch 
in a personal way. 


worry is 


aration, but somehow it has to 
be faced until the husband 
actually joins the ship. 

Many commanding officers do 
send a letter to men when they 
arc detailed to join a ship, but 
obviously security will often 
prevent much being said at that 
stage. 

Later, when the man joins the 
ship it may be possible to give 
him more details on a "family 
in confidence * basis. 

"Navy News" did inquire 
about the ship in question, and 
the programme was far different 
"Surely the Navy in this day from the wife's fears, 
and age arc not going to keep The ship will be having a refit 
a couple apart for that length in the U.K. in the middle of that 

of time, so could you please tell 18 months, so that separation 

us if there is any hope of the is likely to be of a much more 

ship coming back to England bearable time, 

before 18 months. My son 
doesn't seem able to find out p 0 gi 
anything. IVUU dwa y 

"When separation is for so | t j s mic that a refit could 
long it would be fairer to make possibly happen away from 

a draft married accompanied. U.K., but in such an event cx- 

Is the ship to be at sea for a pcricncc suggests that the Ad- 

long time? Otherwise why can't miralty would give careful 

wives go?" thought to any undue separa- 

Suspense can be almost as |j 0 n. 
hard to bear as the actual sep- h will be remembered that the 


separation is be ini: red need 
to a maximum of 12 
months, although there are 
still a few oceasions at the 
present time when it may 
reach 15 months. 


overseas 


As to "married accompanied," 
a young wife may find life over¬ 
seas in a strange land even more 
unendurable than separation at 
home, if the ship is seldom near 
enough for her husband to see 
her. At home there is often the 
support of parents and friends 
at a difficult time. 

Separation and uncertainty 
are part of the way of life of a 
maritime fighting force. In learn¬ 
ing to live with the situation 
wives may draw some comfort 
from the continuing process of 
the Service effort to ease diffi¬ 
culties wherever possible. 

Improvement in conditions 
has by no means reached its 
limits. 


"Ready - made do-it-yourself 
men" was how electrical appren¬ 
tices were described by Rear- 
Admiral G. J. B. Noel, the 
Chief Staff Officer (Technical) 
to the Commander - in - Chief 
Western Fleet, speaking at the 
prize-giving at H.M.S. Colling- 
wood. 


NOT FORGOTTEN 


Wearing cheeky grins (and 
borrowed hats) four-year-old 
Michelle and brother An¬ 
drew, four, had extra fun 
with the photographer on the 
occasion of families day 
aboard H.M.S. Falmouth. 
Their mother, Mrs. Es¬ 
meralda Barret had taken 
them to sec dad—I.REM 
David Barrett. The family 
come from Fareham, Hants. 


The importance of information about the activities of ships is 
emphasized in a letter to "Navy News" from a rating's wife who 
had been disappointed at the absence of a mention in the paper. 

Although she docs not wish her name to be given, or the letter 
published, her message is a reminder that the paper cannot 
publish stories or pictures if none arc received. 

It means a great deal to families if "dad’s ship" is not apparently 
forgotten. 

Contributions may be sent direct to the Editor at The Royal 
Naval Barracks, Portsmouth. 


guineas 


A concentrated dose of the 
hard facts of naval life for 
the junior seamen at H.M.S. 
Ganges, the training estab¬ 
lishment, has been enlivened 
with advice on another sub¬ 
ject of high importance. 

According to the Ganges 
publication "The Shotlcy Maga¬ 
zine," sailors have the reputa¬ 
tion of being dab hands with 
the birds, but perhaps not all of 
them get full marks for ability 
to set down on paper their pas¬ 
sionate longings. 

HOW NOT TO 

The following (says the 
magazine) is an example of how 
NOT to write a love-letter: 

"How can I thank you for 
the fag-papers which I was so 
happy to receive this morning. 
You were so long answering my 


letter that I thought you had left 
me forever, but you turned up 
again like a lost P.V. The world 
seemed full of bitterness last 
night. You were miles from me, 
and we had cheese and pickles 
for supper. I felt almost sick. 
But after the receipt of your 
dear letter this morning I feel as 
strong as Jago’s haddock. 

"Darling, no matter where I 
go 1 sec your loving image 
before me. 1 see your dear face 
in the twilight, in the moonlight, 
in the hammock netting, under 
the bag-rocks, on top of the 
vcno-shclvcs — in fact every¬ 
where. Only this morning I 
opened a washdcck locker, and 


there was your dear face on top 
of a tin of caustic. 

"I know- it is very hard for us, 
darling, that your mother is 
against me. Take no notice of 
her, dear. She’s wet! She’s as 
wet as a waterlogged scrubber! 

"I regret to observe that your 
father doesn’t favour me either. 
But never mind, he's daftcr than 
your mother ever knew how to 
be, and it’s nearly time the old 
beaver was jagged up. If you 
love me darling give him a pass¬ 
age. It’s nearly time he had a 
draft chit anyway. 

"Never doubt, my best be¬ 
loved. My thoughts dwell on 
you alone, from the smile of 
early dawn to the 'Down all 
washed clothes off the fore¬ 
castle.' You arc dearer to me 
than five tins of Bluebell." 

FEMININE ADVICE 

Unfortunately there is no ad¬ 
vice to the Ganges boys on how 
they SHOULD write a love- 
letter. 

Would our feminine readers 
like to tell them how it should 
be done? 

If you have kept your perfect 
lovc-icttcr and care to send a 
copy to the Editor, he will select 
those which appear to be the 
best. Two guineas will be paid 
for each letter published. 

If the senders wish, their 
names and addresses need not 
be printed. 

So conic along girls—let’s see 
how good the Navy lovers arc! 


the gift that 
says it all.... 
....red roses 


for all special 
occasions 


of choice, freshly cut, perfectly packed 


Personal 


direct from the nursery to any address in Great Britain, 
to arrive on the day you specify. 

GIFT BOXES 

LOVITA ROSES exquisite new crimson £2.2.0 £3.3.0 £5.5.0 
OTHER ROSES £1.10.0. £3.0.0. £5.0.0. 

All carriage paid. 

The number of blooms sent varies according to time of year. 
More blooms arc sent for the same price when flowers arc plentiful. 

ORDER NOW for immediate or future delivery 


Once again wives, parents or girl friends can send a personal 
message, and a record of their choice, to men serving on 
unaccompanied jobs in H.M. ships and naval units away from 
the United Kingdom over Christmas. 

The scheme applies also to Christmas Day. 

Royal Marines, N.A.A.F.I. and All that relatives and friends 
R.F.A. personnel. have to do is to write to H.M.S. 

Relatives and friends who Collingwood for the instruc- 
wish to take part in this scheme tions. The only cost to those 
must make application to "The sending the message is the stamp 
Christmas Message Office, on the return envelope. 

H.M.S. Collingwood, Fareham, 

Hants." enclosing a stamped 
addressed envelope for instruc¬ 
tions. 

Applications must be made 
between October 1 and 26. 

RECORDING CENTRES 

The instruction from H.M.S. 

Collingwood will include the 
date the applicant should attend 
the nearest recording centre to¬ 
gether with a list of records from 
which a tunc may be chosen. 

The recorded messages are 
sent to H.M.S. Collingwood 
where they are transferred to 
ship tapes, and the selected tunes 
added. 

Messages and records will be 
played on board ships on 


WHEATCROFT ROSES LTD 

Ruddington, Nottingham NGU 6NE 

Please send to. 

Address.. 
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FULL PARTICULARS 

The letter to the Christmas 
Message Office should state the 
name and address of the person 
for whom the message is in¬ 
tended. If he is serving in a 
Naval Air Squadron or Com¬ 
mando Unit, the number of the 
Squadron or Unit should be 
clearly indicated. 

The letter should also include 
the address of the nearest 
branch of Currys Ltd. (for the 
personal recording). 

Applications cannot be ac¬ 
cepted after October 26, and the 
recording centres will only be 
available from October 28 to 
November 1. 


To omvc on. 

GIFT BOX OF LOVITA ROSES 
GIFT BOX OF OTHER ROSES 


For Polaris men 

A "radio correspondence" 
scheme has been devised to en¬ 
able men serving in the Polaris 
submarine. H.M.S. Resolution, 
to receive news from home dur¬ 
ing the ship's long underwater 
tours. 

News and greetings can be 
telephoned by the families to 
Faslanc. and the information is 
then passed to the submarine. 
Those on board arc allowed a 
message from home twice dur¬ 
ing the tour. 


Senders Nome 


Address 


Amount enclosed Cheque. P/O. £ s. d. carriage paid. 

Do not forget to enclose your Greetings Card or message 
for us to include in the box. 
























The R.N.B.T.’s School of Motoring at Portsmouth has an 
interesting history, dating from a 1907 organisation run by 
the Castaways Club. 

Those were the 
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‘READY, AYE READY* 
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Towards the end of the last 
century a number of retired 
officers founded the "Cast¬ 
aways Club” with the object 
of promoting social activity 
between ollicers who had re¬ 
signed their commissions in 
the Royal Navy 
In 18%. in order to help time- 
expired naval ratings to obtain 
employment in civilian life, the 
members of the club founded 
and administered the Navy Em¬ 
ployment Agency. 

I he venture was a terrific suc¬ 
cess because of the ability of the 


••Let’s see bow it works?” 
Students receiving in¬ 
struction on running re¬ 
pairs 


days 


Organising Committee to put 
the right men in the right jobs 
at the right time. 

Some employers wrote offer¬ 
ing vacancies and quite a num¬ 
ber were for chauffeurs. It was 
felt that if the popularity and 
line record of the agency was to 
be maintained, the committee 
should be satisfied about a per¬ 
son's ability before he could 
be recommended for any 
vacancy offered. 

It was therefore decided to 
start a school of motoring where 
training could be given in driv¬ 



ing and maintenance. The 
agency bought a plot of land at 
311 Twyford Avenue. Ports¬ 
mouth. on which it built garages 
and workshops and. on October 
16. 1907, the Naval School of 
Motoring was opened. 

It was. in fact, the first School 
of Motoring in Portsmouth. 

Cars that were first used were 
purchased from II.M.S. Excel¬ 
lent, and some were handed 
over by the Royal Naval Bar¬ 
racks. 

As was to be expected, many 
difficulties were encountered, 
breakdowns were frequent and. 
for the first six months, many 
hours of driving instruction 
were lost. What a difference 
todav! 

Nevertheless the school pro¬ 
gressed. and at the outbreak of 
hostilities in 1914. whev the 
buildings were taken over and 
used by the Naval Air Service, 
some 1.500 men had been 
trained as motor drivers. 

GRANT CEASED 

In 1920 the Admiralty, which 
for eight years had subsidised 
the Naval Employment Agency, 
decided it could no longer make 
an annual grant. 

Eventually the Grand Fleet 
Fund agreed to accept responsi¬ 
bility and provided £1.000 as 
working capital. The first class 
under its administration—of 
three ratings!-—commenced in¬ 
struction on December 6. 1920. 

The "Castaways Club" was 
very satisfied with the way the 
school was conducted, and on 
February 14. 1923. handed it 
over to The Royal Naval Bene¬ 
volent Trust by deed of gift, 
adding war loans to the nominal 
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60 years of work 
for the Navy 


value of £2.500 for the develop¬ 
ment and upkeep of the school. 

During the Second World 
War. lorries removed furniture 
salvaged from bombed proper¬ 
ties. and the cars were frequently 
used to evacuate the wives and 
children of naval men to safe 
areas. 

One of the cars was turned 
into a mobile Royal Naval 
Benevolent Trust Oflice. ready 
to proceed to any point in the 
Portsmouth area that had 
suffered from enemy action, 
and to provide "on-the-spot" 
assistance to Naval air-raid 

victims. 

For many years the Naval 
School of Motoring has been 
officially recognised as the cen¬ 
tre for the Navy’s Prc-Release 
Vocational Training Course in 
Motor Driving. 


It gives driving and mainten¬ 
ance instruction to those naval 
men and Royal Marines to 
whom it is likely to be most use¬ 
ful in their civilian occupations, 
such as tradesmen, commercial 
travellers, and other jobs that 
require ability to drive. 

The syllabus of the standard 
four-week course is so arranged 
that a pupil will have not less 
than 21 hours' driving instruc¬ 
tion before he undertakes the 
Ministry of Transport test. 

FULLY OCCUPIED 

Generally there arc three 
pupils in a vehicle continuously, 
one of whom is actually receiv¬ 
ing instruction at the wheel. 

The remainder of the course is 
occupied in technical instruction 
aided by actual equipment, 
working models and charts. 


‘'Remember to keep 
your thumb well clear of 
kick-back . . . one good 
swing and away we go 
. . . perhaps." 

Motoring was much 
more of an adventure 
when the school had this 
1903 Humber for instruc¬ 
tion. 


The students arc kept fully 
occupied and receive useful in¬ 
struction which will be of im¬ 
mense value to them when they 
have charge of their own 
vehicle. At the end of the course 
they arc expected to pass the 
Ministry of Transport examina¬ 
tion. 

Inevitably, with the spiral of 
prices, fees have had to be in¬ 
creased and the present charge 
for rating students is £17 10s. 
(officers £20). and the Ministry 
of Defence contributes £7 10s. 
per student as a vocational train¬ 
ing grant. 

Driving lessons are also avail¬ 
able to serving and ex-serving 
naval men for which a charge 
of £1 per hour is made. 


DRIVE? 


A question often asked by prospective employers. 
If you cannot drive, why not check your eligibility 
to undertake a Pre-Release Vocational Training 
Course in Motor Driving at the Naval School of 
Motoring. 

Driving lessons at £1 per hour are also available. 

Further information can be obtained from the 
Chief Instructor, 311, Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth. 
(Tel: 63519), or any Office of the R.N.B.T. 


No direct contribution is payable and no appeals are made to the public. R.N.B.T. relies on canteen rebate, voluntary donations 
investment interest and legacies to carry on its important work. 


Head Office 
High Street 
Brompton 
Gillingham 
Medway: 42743 


Chatham 
Batchelor Street 
Chatham 
Kent 

Medway: 42066 


Devonport 
Stopford Place 
Stoke 
Devonport 
Plymouth: 52772 


Portsmouth 
2a Tipner Road 
Stamshaw 
Portsmouth 
Portsmouth: 60296 


Malta 

2 Harper Lane 

Floriana 

Malta 

Central: 24396 
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During the last week of 
June and the first week of 
July (writes a correspon¬ 
dent). the usual rows of 
young student pilots at 
Culdrosc were joined by 
the Senior Student, Ad¬ 
miral Sir Michael LeFanu, 
then First Sea Lord Desig¬ 
nate. 

Admiral I.eFanu was visit¬ 
ing Cu.drose to find out all 
ahout helicopters, lie spent 
his lirs* week with 705 
Squadron, who train pilots 
to ••Wings’* standard. 

During this week the wea¬ 
ther was consistently poor, 
hut on his last day with us. 
it improved, and the Admiral 
was able to go solo in a 
Hiller, achieving this stan¬ 
dard in a remarkably short 
time. 

Naturally, the Senior Stu¬ 
dent had to be assessed at the 
end of his course in the same 
way as any other student. 

GAVE HIM AN “A” 

There was no problem in 
deciding the correct grades 
for Progress and Technique, 
hut the definitions under 
aptitude caused s o nt e 
thought. 

Finally it was decided on 
an “A.” as the good book 
defines this as: “Mature, 
sound, trustworthy and alert 
—seriously interested in be¬ 
coming a good pilot and 
officer!” 


The Senior Student, having 
soloed with 705, went off for 
some advanced flying train¬ 
ing. The other squadrons 
were determined not to be 
outdone, so 706 Squadron 
took him hovering in fog in 
a Wasp, and then laid on a 
submarine and a thunder¬ 
storm for night dunking in a 
Wessex III. 

Faced with this, 707 coun¬ 
tered with weaponry, night 
landings on Bodmin Moor, 
and a complete tactical exer¬ 
cise, when 15 Royal Marines 
had their highest-paid driver 
ever. 

FLYING SOLO 

On his last day, the Ad¬ 
miral was offered a choice of 
aircraft. The squadrons 
waited with bated breath— 
who had made the best im¬ 
pression? 

In fact the issue was never 
in doubt. The attraction of 
flying solo outweighed all 
other possibilities and the 
Senior Student was once more 
launched on his own in a 
Hiller. Then, to make certain 
of our claim to instruct all 
the best students, the Ad¬ 
miral was soloed in a Whirl¬ 
wind as well. 

Later, at lunch, the Junior 
Instructor presented the 
Senior Student with an hon¬ 
orary pair of “Wings,” 
mounted, framed, and suit¬ 
able inscribed. 


senior 


Amid the enthusiasm and 
thrill of the great Western 
Fleet assembly at Rosyth. 
there was one rather sad ship 
bearing a notice which read: 
“For sale —i tot. Apply 
within." 

The ship was HALS. Aisnc. 
21 -year-old radar picket, com¬ 
pleting her last operational com¬ 
mitment before returning to 
Portsmouth on August 2 for 
paying off. preliminary to going 
for scrap. 

In the final hour of the 
journey, the families went 
aboard to join the ship's com¬ 
pany. 


EAGLE AIDS 
TODDLERS 


When a camera was rallied in 
HALS. Eagle, the proceeds to 
go to the National Children's 
Home at Alverstoke. the sum 
expected. £100, was doubled. 

On August 12, Cdr. A. F. R. 
Weir, the ships executive 
officer, handed a cheque for 
£100 to the Home's Governor 
to buy six more cots and equip 
a toddlers' playroom at the 
Sunshine Nursery. 

C dr. Weir said that the Sun¬ 
shine Nursery is always close to 
the thoughts of the ship's com¬ 
pany of the Eagle. 

The other £100 was given 
to the Na/arcth House for 
Orphans at Plymouth. 


Admiral LeFanu airborne—First solo flight in a Hiller of 705 Squadron at R.N. Air Station 

Culdrosc 


Sircus 


CHIEF 

FLYING 

INSTRUCTOR 


Among the highlights of 
the Navy's contribution to 
the 1968 Farnborough Air 
Display (September 16 to 22) 
will be the formidable Phan¬ 
tom. the workmanlike Buc¬ 
caneer. the Sea Vixen acro¬ 
batic team—"Simon's Sircus'* 
(which has a lion cub from 
Longleat as its mascot)—and 


Admiral Sir Dcric Holland 
Martin, a former Commander 
in-Chicf, Mediterranean, ha 
been appointed a Deputy Lieut 
cnant of Worcester. 


the Wessex V helicopters of 
845 Squadron, complete with 
Royal Marine Commandos, 
Land-Rovers, and 105 mm. 
howitzers. 

Because of the large number 
of civil aircraft being flown at 
this year's show, the Services' 
contribution will be restricted 
to the public days—September 
20 to 22. 

A Royal Navy Phantom will, 
however, be operating through¬ 
out the week under the auspices 
of Rolls-Royce Ltd. 

The Phantom will be the first 
to appear at Farnborough. The 
Navy version, the F4K. em¬ 
bodies many British com¬ 
ponents and is without a doubt 
the finest carrier-borne lighter 
of the present day. 

MISSILE ARMAMENT 

It is armed with Sparrow III 
and Sidewinder air-to-air mis¬ 
siles and equipped with the 
latest radar and missile control 
systems. 

The responsibility for bring¬ 
ing the Phantom into Royal 
Navy service lies with 700P 
Squadron (commanding officer, 
Cdr. A. M. G. Pearson). 

On completion of trials and 
evaluation. 700P Squadron will 
form the basis of two squad¬ 
rons—one of which will operate 
from HALS. Ark Royal, at 
present undergoing extensive re¬ 
fit in Plymouth. 

The other will be a head¬ 
quarters and training unit, and 
will be based at R.N. Air 
Station. Ycovilton. 

SUPERSONIC FLIGHT 

With its formidable arma¬ 
ment. capable of sustained 
supersonic flight, and operat¬ 
ing at extreme altitude, the 
Phantom gives the Navy a 
devastating punch. 

809 Squadron (commanded 
by Lieut.-Cdr. A. J. White) has 
recently returned from em¬ 
barked operation service in 
HALS. Hermes in the Mediter¬ 
ranean and Far East, but is at 
present operating from R.N. 
Air Station. Lossiemouth. 

It is due to embark in HALS. 


Ark Royal on completion of 
the carrier's major relit. 

The Buccaneer, with its 
nearly 1.000 nautical miles 
radius from a carrier, stability 
at low level and its computed 
weapon system, make it ideal 
for use in either a nuclear role 
or in Army ground support. 

SEA VIXENS 

The other fixed-wing aircraft 
to take part in the Navy display 
arc the Sea Vixens ot 892 
Squadron. 

Naming themselves "Simon's 
Sircus" after their commanding 
officer. I.icut.-Cdr. Simon Idicns, 
the Sea Vixen acrobatic team 
has been preparing for Farn¬ 
borough at Ycovilton, between 
operational sorties. 

To see this 20-ton Sea Vixen 
being looped as if it were a 
light jet display plane, is to 
appreciate the high degree of 
precision the crews have 

achieved. 

This team, coached and 
coaxed by their commanding 
officer, is at immediate readiness 
for duty anywhere in the world. 
If need be they could be operat¬ 
ing from a carrier within a few 
days. 

For them, displaying forma¬ 
tion acrobatics with such pre¬ 
cision is simply another way of 
showing the adaptability of 
Naval aviation. 


I thought ‘A* stood for ‘accident prone 


At your service for 
Quality Printing 


STRIKE’ DISPLAY 


Crossing the Line, 
Blue Nose and Date 
Line Certificates 


The object of the Royal Navy display at Farnborough will 
be to demonstrate the operational and professional capabilities 
of the Fleet Air Arm and Royal Marine Commandos. 

To this end Buccaneers of will flash past to complete the 
809 Squadron and Sea Vixens show. 

of 892 Squadron will strike an In addition to the flying, the 
enemy target 30 seconds before Fleet Air Arm will have a Buc- 
a wave of 845 Squadron Wes- cancer II and a Wessex 3 in the 
sex 5’s disgorge a company of static park. The Buccaneer will 
41 Cdo. R.M. with their equip- be lilted with the new missile, 
ment to take the objective. Martel. 

The Buccaneers and Sea There is also a naval stand 
Vixens will return to give a co- which will show the activities of 
ordinated acrobatic display. the Fleet Air Arm in exhibition 
Just before the allocated 15 form, and the popular 33-ft. 
minutes* time is up. a Phantom model of HALS. Eagle. 


Christmas Cards 


Transfers of Unit 
Badges and Crests 


Invitation Cards 


Cards 


Menu Cards 


Crested Ash Trays 

Year-to-View Wall 
Charts 


Place Cards 


Embossed Stationery 


Crested Scripto Ball 
Pens 


Mess and Club 
Account Books 


Nyrex Display 
Book with 
transparent pockets 

Admiralty Charts 


Rubber Stamps 


Illuminated Crest 
Wall Plaques 


Official Ordnance Survey Map Agents 


A Royal Navy Phantom, one 
of the most formidable mili¬ 
tary aircraft in the world, 
overflying the carrier, HA1.S. 

Hermes 


EDINBURGH ROAD, PORTSMOUTH 

Telephone 22052 













ICE CREAM FOR WHITBY 


UNDER ARCTIC SUN 


ABOARD HMS WHITBY 

F r o m Greenland’s i c v 
mountains.... For those who 
spent summer. 1968. in 
H.M.S. Whitby these familiar 
words will never mean quite 
the same again. 

Among the large variety of 
duties that the ’Derry squad¬ 
ron is asked to perform is 
fishery protection, and H.M.S. 
Whitby spent a month of the 
summer patrolling o!T the west 
coast of Greenland. 

Much of the time was spent 
in waters abounding with ice¬ 
bergs and pack ice. The ice 
comes from the Polar ice cap 
and drifts down the cast coast of 

• • 
• • 

• . . . And there’s a lot • 

• more underneath than mi : 

: top. Ice floes all around * 
: H.M.S. Whitby. ; 


Greenland round Cape Farewell 
and up the west coast, where it 
finally melts. The total time for 
this journey is two years. 

No polar bears were bagged, 
none was even seen, but many 
fish, plankton, flora and rock 
were collected for the British 
Museum of Natural History and 
the University of Southampton. 

HUGE ICEBERGS 

The huge icebergs, drifting 
majestically up the coast, were 
too much of a temptation for 
the gunners who very impres¬ 
sively demonstrated their skill 
by splitting one completely in 
two. 

After negotiating the ice. the 
ship visited the Danish Naval 
base of Gronncdal. an iceberg 


before. Mail was delivered by a 
Catalina which touched down 
alongside the ship. 

The Danes made us very 
welcome but we had to patrol 
further north and in doing so 
crossed the Arctic Circle -cele¬ 
brated under the midnight sun 
with a free helping of ice cream 

A visit to Godthaab. the capi¬ 
tal of Greenland, followed. This 
remote outpost, situated on a 
rocky crop of land which juts 
out in the fiord, surprisingly 
boasts a population of 6 . 000 — 
5.000 of them cskimos. 

From Godthaab the ship went 
back to Gronncdal for fuel, 
only to find that entry was im¬ 
possible due to the ice. And ice. 
mast high, came floating by. so 
H.M.S. Whitby set course to 
pass round the ice and return to 
Reykjavik. 


Now that we have returned, 
we have many impressions of 
the largest island in the world. 
Of these, the most salient con¬ 
cern Greenland as a land of 
cold desolation and rugged 
beauty, where human beings arc 
foreign to a harsh environment, 
but as a land having a deeply 
indented coastal belt where a 
profusion of wild flowers and 
plants occur. 

It is also a land about which 
ice happens in a variety of 
forms, often beautiful in colour 
and form, always fascinating 
and treacherous, but none the 
less a challenge. Finally it is as a 
land where a patient Danish 
Administration is working quiet¬ 
ly yet very hard to make the 
island more acceptable for 
modern human habitation. 

A month in those high lati¬ 
tude waters was a very com¬ 
pelling geography lesson. 

FINE EXAMPLE 
GAINS MEDAL 

Capt. Jeremy Lee. R.M.. who 
is seconded to the Northern 
Frontier Regiment of the Sultan 
of Oman's Armed forces, has 
been awarded l It c Sultan's 
Bravery Medal. 

The citation states that "Cap¬ 
tain Lee commanded a company 
single handed over a protracted 
period of active operations 
under conditions of sustained 
tension and danger. 

"The culmination of his 
gallant and distinguished service 
in action against the enemy was 
his impeccable example under 
fire on June 24. 1968_’’ 


RADFAN MEMORY 
The Officers’ Mess. Stone- 
house. Plymouth—headquarters 
of 45 Commando. R.M.—now 
possesses a painting of a patrol 
operating in the Radfan moun¬ 
tains. South Arabia, by artist 


having conveniently vacated the 
one and only berth three days 



Caledonia men to the rescue 



TROUBRIDGE 

NUMISMATICS 


Collecting foreign coins 
was a weighty problem for 
I.MA Aitkcn (left) and LS 
Ellis, of H.M.S. Trotibridgc. 
hut although the coins were 
not worth their weight in 
gold, thev did realise nearly 
£50. 

The Trouhridge left Chat¬ 
ham in December. 1966. and 
more than 3.000 assorted 
foreign coins, weighing al¬ 
most half a hundredweight, 
were collected from the 
strip's company. 

Ports visited included 
Gibraltar. Freetown. Simons- 
town. Mombasa. Singapore. 
Hong Kong. Adelaide. Mel¬ 
bourne. Sydney. Hobart and 
Mauritius, during 60.000 
miles of journeying. 

The coins were handed to 
the Spastics Society. 


I he calls on the Cairngorm 
Mountain Rescue Association 
since the building of the Avic- 
morc Ski Centre had increased 
to such an extent—over last 
Christmas and the New Year 
hardly a day passed without a 
rescue being organised that 
the association asked H.M.S. 
Caledonia to erect a storm 
shelter on top of the south¬ 
western end of the Cairngorm 
plateau. 

A carefully chosen site was 
decided upon, at the junction of 
three mountain paths at I.ochan 
Buidhe -Yellow Loch—which is 
the highest area of water in 
Great Britain, being a little 
under 4.(XX) feet 

The project was undertaken 
by MI5 and M16 classes of 
OEMs under Hng.-Licut. (O) 
Harris, their Divisional Officer. 


OI:A Hughes and Sgt. Marshall, 
of the Royal Marines, who car¬ 
ried out a preliminary survey of 
the site. 

FIRST SURVEY 
The first survey attempt was 
a failure due to the weather con¬ 
ditions. thus emphasising the 
need for such a shelter. 

Back in Caledonia the OE 
section studied the many pro¬ 
blems of design and construc¬ 
tion of a building able to stand 
up to the weather conditions. 

It was decided that a building 
12 feet long by S feet by 7 feet, 
with suitable windows and a 
door would suffice. It had to bo 
light, since every ounce had to 


be carried to the site on the 
hacks of the ratings. 

It had to be strong enough to 
withstand, with a safety factor, 
a known wind speed of 144 
m.p.h., and it had to be insu¬ 
lated against a known low tem¬ 
perature of minus 30 degrees 
centigrade, and it had to blend 
in with the background. 

WENT IN SECTIONS 

The m; ny problems were 
eventually overcome, including 
the route up to the building site, 
which had to be marked with 
red marker flags at 400-yard in¬ 
tervals. 

The shelter, constructed in 
Caledonia by OEA Nicholas, 
was split into sections of near 


equal weight and. with bags of 
sand, cement and personal kit. 
was carried up the track. 

The whole project was com¬ 
pleted in four working days—a 
working day lasting from sun-up 
to sun-down—a long time in 
July in the Cairngorms. 

The weight of equipment 
lifted was 21 tons; the teams dug 
out a further 2 tons of sand and 
about 11 tons of rock to hide the 
whole contraption from view. 

The shelter was named after 
Sgt. Jim Curran. R.M.. who had 
been one of Caledonia's previ¬ 
ous expedition training instruc¬ 
tors. and something of a char¬ 
acter. A small plaque on the 
door reminds everyone of him. 
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I Ajax recommissions 


warm 





A bouquet for Lady Drcycr from Junior Seaman Edward Kerwood 

Picture by CTOtPho:) M. Thorne 


When H.M.S. Ajax recommis¬ 
sioned at Chatham on August 2 
f*>r her fourth commission, the 
guest of honour was Lady 
Drcycr. wife of Admiral Sir 
Desmond Drcycr. who launched 
the ship in August. 1962. 

Admiral Drcycr. Vice-Admiral 
Parker (Flag Officer Medway) 
and Mrs. Parker, with approxi¬ 
mately 2(X) families and friends 
of the ship's company, were also 
present. 

The band of H.M.S. Ganges 
was in attendance. After the ser¬ 
vice of dedication Junior Sea¬ 
man Edward Kerwood assisted 
Lady Drcycr to cut the tradi¬ 
tional commissioning cake. 

There has been an Ajax in the 
Royal Navy for nearly 2(X) 
years. An Ajax fought at the 
Battle of The Saintes in 1782 
and another was at Trafalgar. 

Commanded by Capt. D. Hep- 
worth. who joined the Navy as 
a boy telegraphist in October. 


1939. and was commissioned in 
December, 1944. Ajax will carry 
out a period of trials, followed 
by a work-up in home waters. 



1883 
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BAUN & CO. 

Naval and Civilian Outfitter* 

14 QUEEN STREET 
PORTSMOUTH 

Tel. 22045 

UNIFORM SPECIALISTS to the 
Royal Navy during six Reigns. 

Large stocks always available for 
immediate delivery. 

Also Blazer Badges and Tics in 
large variety. 

Mail Orders welcomed. 



Make the 
most of a 
great idea 

On land or sea—wherever you are 
—saving is a great idea. 

It's a great idea for anyone who is 
interested in marriage or making a 
home. 



You'll get far more appreciation 
from 'her' if you put a regular 
monthly sum into National Savings. 
Your money will be absolutely safe 
and it will earn a steady rate of 
interest. 



You can allot to: 

The Post Office Savings Bank 
The Trustee Savings Bank 
National Savings Certificates 

Ask your supply officer about 

NATIONAL SAVINGS 

OR mm 70: IHF SFCR1TARY. Il./.l. FORCES SAVINGS COMMITTEE. 
BLOCK B. G0VFRNUFNI BUILDINGS. LONDON B0AD. ST AN MORE. I.IID0X. 
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Royal Naval Barrack*. Portsmouth 
Tel.: Portsmouth 22351 (txt. 72194) 


Culdrose 

visit 


A Chinese 

bustle 


The B.B.C. i> to broadcast 
a 40-minute programme on 
the "History of the Fleet Air 
Arm. and a look at the future" 
at 10.10 a.m. on October 13. 
on Radio 4. 

The narrative will be by actor 
Kenneth More, who was a naval 
officer during the Second World 
War. and who is still keenly in¬ 
terested in the Service. 

The B.B.C. team visited R.N. 
Air Station. Culdrose, in Corn¬ 
wall. on August 7. Their pur¬ 
pose was to get the feel of the 
••new" Fleet Air Arm. i.e. the 
helicopter world, and they were 
impressed by the hive of acti¬ 
vity they found. 

Many people, including non¬ 
aviating service personnel, do 
not realise that approximately 
70 helicopters of different kinds 
operate daily from Culdrose on 
training, development, trials and 
other tasks. 


If the new First Sea Ford 
and Chief of Naval Staff 
arrived at a naval establish¬ 
ment driving a lorry in a 
convoy, paraded in a class to 
brush up his knowledge, or 
lightened some rather pom¬ 
pous occasion with a spot of 
verse, it would be quite in 
keeping with his reputation in 
the Service. 

There might well have been 
a little consternation here 
and there to find him opera¬ 
ting the knobs and switches 
as an observer in an aircraft 
taking part in a spectacular 
exercise, but the Navy were 
not surprised. 

They were delighted. 

Showmanship? Well what 
of that? Nothing but good can 
come of giving the nation a 
few demonstrations of the 
Navy’s traditional dash. 

The nonchalant signal from 
the Commander Far East 
Fleet at the conclusion of the 
exercise marked the success 
of a highly-organised intcr- 
Scrvicc demonstration of 
meeting the sort of danger 
which might arise during 
Britain's withdrawal from 
east of Suez. 

NO EASY TASK 

Much has been said at poli¬ 
tical level about “rapid rein¬ 
forcement" capability. Critics 
have hammered some of the 
theories, and no doubt could 
loose off a few rounds at 
aspects of this practical “ex¬ 
cursion." as our "Chinese” 

Admiral LeFanu called it. 

But in the circumstances of 
British participation as en- 
\ isaged by the Government, 
the Navy, with R.A.F. co¬ 
operation, has shown the ex¬ 
pertise for swift action. 

Jf fixed-wing support of the 
cast of Suez withdrawal ran 
into serious difficulties, re¬ 
placements could be there in 
hours. No doubt the implica¬ 
tions will not go unnoticed 
in the appropriate areas. # # 

On the home front the task C-II1-C S arrival 
of stirring an apathetic Britain 
to an understanding of the 
Navy’s role and capacity is 
not so easv. Four Buccaneers 
have flown in quick time to 
the Far East. In a world of 
wonders, so what? 

It will need all the fleet 
reviews, exercises, stunts with 
a purpose—and leadership— 
to restore the Navy’s self- 
confidence and arouse a re¬ 
surgence of national aware¬ 
ness. 

The “gingering" seems to 
have begun. 


Neptune: Whoops, Mercury, look at that! Who spread the yam that Britain has no Navy now? 


PARENT STATION 

Culdrose is the parent station 
for five front line helicopter 
squadrons—in fact there is no 
bigger helicopter station in 
Britain. 

With the sad forthcoming 
demise of the fixed wing side 
of naval aviation, it is to the 
helicopter that more and more 
attention is being turned. 

The programme will show, 
among other things, that the 
Fleet Air Arm, although differ¬ 
ent in composition, will con¬ 
tinue as a vital and sizeable part 
of the Navy of the future, and 
that the helicopter force will 
continue to expand as it has 
been doing for the past 15 years 
or so. 

Mr. More found time to drop 
in on the Culdrose Saddle Club’s 
gymkhana which was taking 
place while he was at Culdrose 
and later on. as part of the 
programme, he took to the air 
in a Hiller helicopter of 705 
Naval Helicopter Squadron. 


‘MEMORABLE SEND-OFF’ FOR ADMIRAL BEGG 


More than 10.000 officers 
and men in over 50 ships took 
part in the biggest Royal Navy 
assembly since the Coronation 
Review, when the Western 
Fleet gathered at Rosyth be¬ 
tween July 22 and August 1 
for Exercise Scaforth. 

The main purpose of the 
assembly was to allow flag ofli- 
ccrs and commanding ofliccrs to 
discuss current matters, and for 
ships to take part in a full pro¬ 
gramme of harbour training, ex¬ 
aminations for ofliccrs and rat¬ 
ings. professional meetings for 
specialist ofliccrs, and a full 
range of sports events for Fleet 

championships. 

Ships which took part 
ranged from the commando 
ship. H.M.S. Bulwark, the 
guided missile destroyers Hamp¬ 
shire and Kent and the des¬ 
troyers Aisnc and Cavalier, to 
no fewer than 25 frigates, six 
submarines, three survey ships, 
a minelayer, eight minesweepers 
(including three manned by 
Royal Naval Reservists) and six 
Royal Fleet Auxiliaries. 


The reference by Admiral 
Bcgg to the fog was that there 
was to have been a display by 
Sea Vixens, but after a Shacklc- 
ton had roared overhead and six 
Buccaneers from R.N. Air Sta¬ 
tion. Lossiemouth, had flown 
over the Kent in salute at mast 
height, fog caused the rest of 
the proceedings to be aban¬ 
doned. 

Specialist demonstrations 
were arranged at Rosyth. and 
one of them supposed that an 
aircraft had crashed, depositing 
the injured pilot in a river, while 
the machine went on to damage 
buildings and to cause casual¬ 
ties. 

This demonstration was car¬ 
ried out bv the Fourth Division, 
led by H.M.S. Danac. 


Fleet 


By helicopter 

Another demonstration en¬ 
tailed 41 Commando R.M., 
which was landed on the playing 
fields behind Rosyth by heli¬ 
copters from the fleet. Within 
minutes the men had been 
landed, together with guns, 
vehicles, fuel and even a hut for 
use as an office or other needs. 

Some of tlie ships were open 
to visitors on July 2S. when it 
was estimated that 9.000 mem¬ 
bers of the public went on 
board. In addition. 700 members 
of youth organisations had tours 
of various ships during the 
assembly. 

There was a rehearsal for the 
day at sea on July 30. when the 
entire apprentice population of 
H.M.S. Caledonia and H.M.S. 
Condor (a total of $00 appren¬ 
tices) were taken to sea. 

After the manoeuvres on 
August 1 the ships dispersed— 
some to their home ports, while 
others were on visits to contin¬ 
ental ports. 


Ritchie) flew his flag in H.M.S. frigates, and smaller craft swept 
Vidal. by. 

The finale to the assembly There was all the appropriate 
came on August I when, start- ceremonial—shrill pipes, men 
ing at dawn (4 a.m.). and a» five- lining the side, but two ships 
minute intervals, ships of the had original touches — both 
Fleet left Rosyth for a display H.M.S. Galatea and H.M.S. 
of close-formation manoeuvres. Kcpplc had a piper on the forc- 

Embarkcd in H.M.S. Kent, as castle, 
guests of the Commaiulcr-in- 
Chief. were the First Sea Lord. 

Admiral Sir Varyl Bcgg (pro¬ 
moted to Admiral of the Fleet 
on August 12 on being suc¬ 
ceeded by Admiral Sir Michael 
I.e Fanu). and Dr. David Owen. 

M.P. (Parliamentary Secretary 
of State for the Royal Navy). 

As the ships steamed down 
the Forth towards the open sea 
the sun shone, and the whole 
array was a heartening sight 
after so much talk about a 
diminishing Navy. 

In the North Sea. H.M.S. 

Kent slowed to eight knots and 
each ship in turn steamed past 
in salute. Less than 100 yards, 
on cither side, the destroyers. 


H.M.S. St. Vincent 
to be closed 

H.M.S. St. Vincent. at 
Gosport, which has trained boys 
and junior seamen since 1927. 
is to he closed. 

It is estimated that £2SO.OOO a 
year will be saved, and allow 
the staff to be sent elsewhere. 

Training will cease at the end 
of the year, followed by closure 
of the establishment next April. 


Until the arrival of the Com- 
mander-in-Chicf. Western Fleet. 
Admiral Sir John Bush, on July 
2 ft. the armada was under the 
control of the senior officer 
afloat. Rear-Admiral A. M. 
Lewis, the Flag Officer Flotillas 
Western Fleet. 

Admiral Bush flew his flag in 
H.M.S. Kent. The Flag Ofliccr 
Aircraft Carriers (Rear-Admiral 
M. V. Fell) was embarked in 
the Bulwark. Flag Ofliccr Sea 
Training (Rear-Admiral J. C. Y. 
Roxburgh) in H.M.S. Undaun- 


In good heart 

In a signal to the Comman- 
der-in-C hief. Western Fleet. Sir 
Varyl Begg said: *1 have much 
enjoyed my visit and I have 
been greatly encouraged to find 
the Western Fleet in such good 
heart. I was also delighted to 
have the chance of spending the 
final day at sea with you. 

"I thought Exercise .Scaforth 
went splendidly, and the appear¬ 
ance and manoeuvring of the 
fleet were first class. I am sorry 
that fog stopped play. Many 
thanks for such a happy and 
memorable send-off." 


JUST BEFORE 
j THE FOG 

|« Photographers had little 
•J chance to record the great 
% Fleet assembly before 
'• ever* tiling was blotted 
out by fog 


ted. and the Hydrographcr of 
the Navy (Rear-Admiral G. S. 


Enjoy it FULLY in a 
Nicholls Home 


Everything about a Nicholls home has been planned to ensure the 
quality of life discriminating people are seeking for themselves 
and their families. 

See the Nicholls Homes now under construction at Wraysbury 
Manor, Emsworth and Edgeharbour Farm, Farlington. 

■ There's comfort - every house Is centrally heated. 

■ There's value - prices range from £4.250 freehold. 

For full information write or phone %> 

n 7 JOHN C. NICHOLLS LTO. [—-TD 
( C M O II S Regliltttd BjIlSeri linct 1336 mtrfiU 

> - FltihMbtrt Road. Farlington. ! |U 

PorUrro-tD. Tel: Cc»f*an 
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HAMPSHIRE’S COCK 
OF FLEET TRIUMPH 


Big sports occasion 


The Western Elect Assembly at Rosyth for Exercise Seaforth 
was marked by a full programme of sporting activities. For 10 
days there was no rain and. with the use of the facilities at 
H.M.S. Caledonia, together with the wholehearted co-operation 
of the physical training stair and an efficient transport service, 
there was some excellent competition. 

The tremendous frigate per* looked over his shoulder to say 
formance in straight com pet i- “sorry" to Admiral Sir John 
lion with the Bulwark. Hamp- Bush, who came in third, 
shire and Kent, was a feature of The second man was CPO 
the occasion. 

Examples of their perform¬ 
ances were: H.M.S. Galatea 
finishing close behind H.M.S. 

Hampshire for the “Cock of the 
Fleet.” the Rhyl team winning 
the EXPED (probably the 
toughest of the competitions), 
and the late arrivals. H.M.S. 

Cleopatra winning the athletics 
and H.M.S. Sirius winning the 
swimming. 

VETERANS* RACE 

The large number of entries 
for each event, and the punctu¬ 
ality and good appearance of 
ships’ teams, gladdened the 
hearts of all sports enthusiasts. 

The spirit of Competition was 
so infectious that seven admirals 
and nine post captains entered 
the veterans’ race. 

Such a splendid array of 
talent aroused much badinage 
both on the field and off. 

It is reported that as the win¬ 
ner. Rear-Admiral Peter Ash¬ 
more, breasted the tape, he 


six were borrowed from local 
sources. It is reassuring to sec 
that most ships now have this 
sailing capability. 

The ten-pin bowling proved a 
popular competition, with *14 
teams of live entered. An even¬ 
ing out at Kirkaldy, with the bar 
open until midnight, may have 
been an incentive. The draught 
beer ran out by 2300. 

In the first leg the Arcthusa 
team set what proved to be an 
unbeatable score of 721. with 
the top individual score of 223 
by Sub-Lieut. Thomson in¬ 
cluded. 

OPEN GOLF 

Two Scottish ratings finished 
in the first three of the Open 
Golf from an entry of over 70. 
REM Thomson (H.M.S. Eski¬ 
mo) was a clear winner. 

In the tennis open singles, no 
one looked like beating the 
eventual winner. Lieut.-Cdr. 
Norman, of H.M.S. Undaunted. 
CCEA App. Noyc, of the Arc¬ 
thusa. retained his Ratings 
Singles title, having lost the 
Open Cup. 

H.M.S. Relentless appeared to 
be hot favourites for the water- 
polo cup after the early rounds, 
but were knocked out by the 
eventual winners. H.M.S. Kent, 
in the semi-final. 


Surg. I.icut.-Cdr. Askew 
II.M.S. Bulwark, receiv¬ 
ing the Palma Cup (ten¬ 
nis doubles) from ('apt 
R. J. Trow bridge. II.M.S 
Hampshire 


LIKE WEMBLEY 

The three soccer finals on the 
last harbour day had a Wembley 
atmosphere. I here were ban¬ 
ners. bugles, rattles, spectators 
invading the pitch (youngsters 
from the married patch) chant¬ 
ing and cheering. Perhaps the 
only thing missing was a mere 
99.000 spectators. 

In the King's Cup final. 
Hampshire managed a 3—2 win 
over the Bulwark in the last 
quarter. This win also qualified 
them for the “Cock of the 
Elect,’’ both trophies being pre¬ 
sented by the First Sea Lord. 

In the frigate final H.M.S. 
Galatea beat H.M.S. Arcthusa 
by four goals to three in an ex¬ 
citing match. The cup for this 
event was presented by the Flag 
Officer Flotillas (Rear-Admiral 
Lewis). 

The third final was for the 
Submarine Cup. which was won 
by H.M.S. Walrus, beating 
H.M.S. Olter 1—0. This cup was 
presented by the Flag Officer 
Submarines, Vice-Admiral Pol¬ 
lock. 

H.M.S. Aisnc did well to out- 
pull the big ships to win the tug- 
of-war. 

It is not certain bow much 

their bulldog mascot, dressed 


in a team shirt, put off the 
opposition! 

The EXPED competition, the 
first of its kind in the Western 
Fleet, was over the standard 
H.M.S. Safeguard leadership 
course in the Ochills. 

Rear-Admiral Lewis climbed 
2.200 feet to the compulsory 
camp site on the Saturday even¬ 
ing. He found the teams in good 
heart, allhough (lie tough day’s 
walk had produced many 
blisters and some twisted ankles. 

Only two of the 27 teams of 
six failed to make the camp site. 
The six teams who completed 
the course can be proud of their 
achievement. H.M.S. Rhyl took 
the Bulawayo Cup in a time of 
25 hr. 37 min., which included a 
seven-hour compulsory camp. 

MANY BOSUNS 

The sailing races, with the un¬ 
accustomed large number of 
bosun dinghies at the line, pro¬ 
duced lusty cries of “Star¬ 
board!" as the gun fired. 

Of the 33 boats entered only 


Aboard H.M.S. Hampshire, proud bearers of the Cock 

of the Fleet symbol 


Fwo presentations by the Commander-In-Chief Western Fleet, Admiral Sir John Bush. 
\bovc: The Fleet and Frigates athletics cups for H.M.S. Cleopatra. Below: II.M.S. Rhyl 

Exped. team receiving the Bulawayo Cup 


BERNARDS hate jus! opened a new shop for llieir many customers at 2(H) Key ham Road, Dcvon- 
port, and will hope to start building a Departmental Store at Queen Street, Portsmouth, in the 
immediate future. 

Bernards base served the Royal Navy and Royal Marines over more than 70 years and provide 
through Branches at Home and Abroad a thoroughly comprehensive service covering t inform and 
Civilian Clothing. Iootncar. Sports Wear and Equipment, I'ancy Goods, Toss and Games, Radios. 
Record Platers and Tape Recorders, Watches and Jewellery, indeed practically every requirement 
of the Serviceman and his family. 

A Credit Account for settlement by Naval Allotment, Banker’s Order and on inception the new 
Post Office Gyro System may lie opened by those customers who prefer an account to paving cash. 
No claim is made against the F-state of a Customer and neither is a charge made for the generous 
credit allowed by BERNARDS. 

The Serviceman of today may, as did his predecessors of the past, depend upon BERNARDS for a 
service stressing Quality with Reliability and full details of BERNARDS' WORLDWIDE ( OM- 
PREIIENSIVE SERVICE will gladly hi* supplied through a Branch or Head Office. 

Remember You Really Do Buy Better at BERNARDS. 


C. H. BERNARD & SONS LTD 


8 QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH Telephone 23535 

Other Branches at: Chatham. Dcvonporf. Portland. Deal. Grimsby. Londonderry, Helensburgh, 
Dunfermline, Gibraltar, \alletta and Sliema. Malta: and at Lossiemouth, Arbi oath. Brawdv , 
('aidrose. Worthy Down. Corsham. Lympstone. Yeoviiton, H.M.S. Dolphin and H.M.S. Pembroke 
Officers' shops at Plymouth. Portsmouth and Southampton. 

Head Office: Anglia House. Harwich. Essex. Telephone 22SI. 

The new issue of GIFTS IX T F. RS A TION Ah Catalogue will be available at the end of September 


) N. A Path and PO iPho:.) T. Darker 








NAVY MAYS SEPTEMBER 196S 


SURVIVORS FROM 
PREVIOUS ABDIEL 
AT TARANTO 


After a quarter of a century, four survivor* of the Second 
World War fast minelayer. H..M.S. Abiliel. are going back to 
Taranto, where the ship was sunk bv a mine with the loss of 


1 >6 sailors and soldiers. 

They will be on board the 
Navy’s new exercise minelayer 
of the same name when she 
visits the Italian port this 
month, and will take part in a 
remembrance service to be held 
on board to mark the 25th anni¬ 
versary of the sinking of the 
ship on September 10. I‘>45. 

Mr. G. A. Morton, of Ply in¬ 
stock. Plymouth, a stoker petty 
officer in the old ship, joined 
the ship at Port Edgar on 
August 19 for the journey to 
tlie Mediterranean, while Mr. 
A. S. Sloeombe. of Taunton, 
joined the ship at Gibraltar on 
August 24. 

lie was the senior quarter¬ 
deck rating and a director layer 


in the previous Abdiel. 

( dr. W. A. Robertson, of 
Longniddry (Hast Lothian), who 
was the second navigator, and 
Mr. W. W. Rutter, of Darling¬ 
ton. who was a leading stoker 
and on duty in a boiler room 
when the mine exploded, em¬ 
barked at Malta at the end of 
August. 

After service in the Far East 
and the Mediterranean, the pre¬ 
vious Abdiel sailed from Malta 
on September 8. I‘>43. as part of 
the force to occupy the naval 
base at Taranto. 

Swinging at her cable in the 
harbour she detonated a Ger¬ 
man ground mine, breaking the 
ship in half. 


# 

In home, ship, 
barracks or club... 

ADIO RENTALS 
bring you 
the best in TV 


Rent TV from reliable Radio Rentals. Top- 
grade sets, money-saving terms. 

You're assured of perfect viewing, backed by our 40 
years' experience and 7,000 service staff trained to 
our own high standards, throughout the British Isles. 
Choose vivid black-and-white or living colour. 



BRAND-NEW 

19 models 

just £23-4 0 down for 
a full year. That’s only 

811 a week 







\mm 


Matching legs free. Reducing rentals. 
Minimum rental period 12 months. 


For a 19" 3-programme black-and-white TV, on 
the Radio Rentals Standard Plan, you make just one 
payment of £14.14.0 down. NOTHING MORE TO 
PAY FOR 7 MONTHS—then only 42/- a month 
(equals 9/9 a week). 

OR SAVE EVEN MORE on our Single Payment 
Discount Plan. ONLY £23.4.0 DOWN FOR A FULL 
YEAR (equals only 8/11 a week). 

Aerials are supplied at very economic rates. In 
areas served by wired relay or communal aerials, a 
Radio Rentals TV set will give you outstandingly 
better reception. 

Contract rates available for multiple set installations. 
And we can install a wired service for you. Ask for a 
quotation now. 

Service clubs and institutions are cordially invited to 
ask for details of Radio Rentals group-viewing sets 
- built to official specifications. 

Phone or drop in to your local Radio Rentals 
branch. See telephone directory for address. 


RELIABLE 

Radio Rentals 

, • *• 

— * _ * * * * m * • • • • h - • * • * 



Until January. 1944. the Grumman 
Wildcat, “the tubby little fighter.” was 
known in the Fleet Air Arm as the Martlet. 
After that date the current Marks IV and V 
were changed to that of the United States 
version, the Wildcat. 

I he earlier Martlets we.e bought from 
America in 1940-41 to replace the Sea 
Gladiators, then in service. 

The Wildcat brought the Fleet Air Arm 
lighter equipment up to modern standards. 

The Grumman G.36. as it was known to 
its manufacturers, first flew in December. 
1937. and went into service with the United 
States Navy in 1940. 

When the United States entered the war 
in 1941 it was in use in aircraft carriers 
and with shore-based units of the U.S. 
Marine Corps. 

Wildcats of the Marine Fighting Squad¬ 
ron 211 were used in the heroic defence of 
Wake Island in December. 1941. 

In British service the Mk. II version 
was fitted with folding wings, and was the 
first of the series to see service at sea. In 
ILM.S. Audacity, a small escort carrier. 
Martlets of 802 Squadron protected con¬ 
voys from bomber and U-boat attacks in 
the Atlantic in 1941. 

In May. 1942. Martlets proved them¬ 
selves in the fighting against the Vichy 
French during operations over Madagascar. 
Not only did they provide complete cover 
for the ground forces, but they shot down 
seven enemy aircraft with the loss of only 
one Martlet. 

In August. 1942. H.M.S. Indomitable 
successfully protected a Malta convoy with 
Martlets of 806 Squadron, thus proving 
these aircraft to be superior to both their 
French and Italian contemporaries. 

In November, during the Allied invasion 
of North Africa, the Martlet was right at 
the forefront, and in December. 805 
Squadron Martlets took part in air opera¬ 
tions over the Western Desert. 

Delivery of the Wildcat Mk. IV under 
“leasc-Iend” began in 1942. followed in 
1943 by the Mk. V. They were frequently 
in action from escort carriers against U- 
boats. 

Wildcats also provided fighter cover for 
the attacks on the Tirpitz in 1944. 


TECHNICAL DATA 

Description: Single-seat carrier-borne 

fighter. 

Manufacturers: Grumman Aircraft En¬ 
gineering Corporation. 

Power Plant: One 1.200 h.p. Pratt & Whit¬ 
ney Twin Wasp R-1830-86 

Dimensions: Span. 38 ft. Length, 28 ft. 
11 in. Height, 9 ft. 2} in. 

Weights: Empty, 4.649 lb. Loaded. 6.100 lb. 

Performance: Maximum speed. 330 m.p.h. 
Maximum range, 1.150 miles. Service 
ceiling. 28.000 ft. 

Armament: Six fixed 0.50-calibre machine- 
guns in the wings. 


Photo postcards of the above aircraft 
and others of this scries arc obtainable 
from “Navy News.” Dept. P.C.. 13 Edin¬ 
burgh Road. Portsmouth, price Is. each 
(including postage), stamps or postal order. 

A standing order for the supply of each 
new card on publication, for 12 issues, can 
be arranged on receipt of cheque or postal 
order for 12s. 

Albums to hold 64 “Navy News” post¬ 
cards are 10s. each (including postage). 

Other aircraft in this series arc the 
Walrus. Scafox. Skua. Albacorc. Firefly. 
Chance Vought Corsair, and Faircy Barra¬ 
cuda. 

START YOUR COLLECTION NOW 


ROYAL NAVY S Al.. 


No - 8 Destroyer 


escorts 
ship to 
Gibraltar 

H.M.S. Decoy, the Daring 
class destroyer" (3.600 tons, 
full load) escorted the Hong 
Kong registered. British- 
owned merchant ship Kinross 
(5.388 tons) bound for Algiers 
from Capetown, to Gibraltar, 
after the master had radioed 
that there was unrest among 
the Chinese crew. 

I he master said that the crew 
were holding political meetings, 
and he feared for the safety of 
his British officers. 

The Decoy, commanded by 
C dr. J. R. Symonds Tayler. con¬ 
tacted the merchant ship in the 
Mediterranean just before 10 
P-ni. on August I. and remained 
with her until Gibraltar was 
reached the next day. 

1860 ship for 

Thamesmead? 

When Prince Philip visited 
Wales with the Queen in the 
Royal Yacht Britannia last 
* saw Britain's first 
iron-clad warship, the War¬ 
rior. which now forms part of 
an oil jetty at Pembroke Dock. 

I he Duke is known to he in¬ 
terested in the scheme to move 
the ship to Thamesmead. 

Rigged as she was when built 
in I860, and moored alongside 
a proposed yacht harbour, the 
Warrior would serve as a centre 
for local activities and as a 
tourist attraction. 

DONKEY POLO 
AT BAHRAIN 

In return for hospitality given 
by the 1st Battalion Queen's 
Regiment during their regimen¬ 
tal anniversary in Bahrain, the 
Royal Navy invited the Batta¬ 
lion to spend a day at the shore 
base in H.M.S. Jufair. 

Highlight of the afternoon 
was a donkey polo match be¬ 
tween the visitors and their 
hosts, using borrowed mounts, 
hockey sticks and a football. 

The result was alleged to be 
a win for the Queens. 


INSTRUCTORS' 

COURSE 

I he 1968 Bakery Instruc¬ 
tors* Course put the final 
touches to a welding cake 
which they made during their 
time under instruction at the 
Plymouth College of Tech¬ 
nology — watched by the 
eagle eye of the instructor 
—Mr. Pittman of the Bakery 
Department. 

The course is an annual 
one for up to six senior rates 
of the R.N Sc R.Ms. who arc 
already qualified cookery in¬ 
structors. 

This year’s course was (left 
to right): P.O. Cook (O) Ian 
Cook, CPO Cook (O) Mal¬ 
colm Spriggs, CPO Cook (S) 
Alan Glover. PO Cook (S) 
Brian Smith, and their in¬ 
structor. Mr. I). Pittman. 


9 •- 
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of Black 


A touch of Black Magic is added to the 
espionage, crime and mystery of this 
month's films released by the Royal Naval 
f ilm Corporation for showing to the Fleet. 

But truth can he stranger than fiction, and 
the picture “In Cold Blood*' has a moving in¬ 
tensity because it is real life. 

The full list of films is at follows: 


Navy to have ‘design 
your own mess deck’ 


exhibition 


The Roval NavVs nuclear 
• • 

and Polaris submarine fleet is 
doing more than provide a 
powerful deterrent to aggres¬ 
sion —it is also showing the 
way to higher standards of 
comfort for the ship's com¬ 
panies of surface craft. 

With modern methods and 
materials, the new breed of 
submarines has shown the re¬ 
markable improvement which 
can be achieved in design and 
habitability. Now the task is to 
adapt these ideas to surface 
vessels, and thus make the best 
possible use of space available 
for mess decks. 

At the same time, there is in¬ 
creasing demand for accommo¬ 
dation. and economy is the 
watchword. It is desirable, 
therefore, that improvements 
should neither reduce the num¬ 
ber of men who can be accom¬ 
modated. nor inflate building 

costs. 

WOODEN MOCK-L’P 

A tailor-made mess-deck 
similar to the living quarters 
in a private yacht could be 
provided, but the high price in 
relation to the overall cost is 
an indication of the prohibitive 
level of expenditure which this 
would entail for. say. a frigate 
(without going into other essen¬ 
tial questions such as lire risk, 
damage control, etc.). 

As a practical investigation 
of the problems, a wooden 
mock-up of the junior rates* 
mess on 02 deck in a Tribal 
class frigate has been construc¬ 
ted in the Mould Loft at Ports¬ 
mouth Dockyard. 

Trials will be held in the 
mock-up. of six different 
methods of fitting out this mess. 


incorporating new-style bunks, 
lilted furniture, lighting, etc. In 
broad outline these schemes arc 
as follows: 

Scheme 1 Reducing the width 
of passageways between 
bunks and providing a new- 
style of bunk settee. Separ¬ 
ating sleeping and recrea¬ 
tional areas to seat 331 per 
cent of mess occupants. 
Scheme 2—As above, but bunks 
to be permanently fixed (i.e. 
not with a settee facility). 
Scheme 3—Repeat Scheme 1. 
but using fitted furniture for 
bunks, kit stowage, lockers, 
etc. 

Scheme 4—As for Scheme 3. 
but using fitted furniture for 
bunks. 

Scheme 5 -As for Scheme 3. 
but increasing the width of 
passageways throughout. 
Scheme 6 - As for Scheme 5. 
but reducing width of pas¬ 
sageways. 

From these trials the aim is 
to gather enough evidence to 
design an improved type of 
mess deck which can be built 
into an existing ship for full 
trials under normal living con¬ 
ditions at sea. 

HELP DESIGNERS 

Schemes one and two will be 
on display from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. daily. Monday to Friday, 
September 16-20. The Mould 
Loft, which is in The Parade, 
is reached via the dockyard's 
main entrance. 

It is hoped that as many offi¬ 
cers and ratings as possible will 


visit the display, and help de¬ 
signers by completing a ques¬ 
tionnaire. 

Ideas will be welcomed, and 
where possible will be tried out. 
Thcv can be discussed with the 
representatives from the De¬ 
partment of the Director 
General. Ships, who will be in 
attendance. 

Details of the dates for ex¬ 
hibition of the other schemes 
will be published nearer the 
time. 



“Design the Ideal MESSDECK 
. . . not messmate you fool!** 



DEPOT SHIP 
NOW 30 

II.M S. Forth, one of the 
oldest operational ships in the 
Royal Navy, celebrated the 30th 
anniversary of her launching on 
August 11. 

Depot ship of the 7th Sub¬ 
marine Squadron, based in 
Singapore since June. 1966. the 
Forth was launched at the 
( lydebank yard of John Brown 
Ltd. She was completed in 
May. 1939. 

She has seen service in every 
part of the world, and in 1962 
was extensively refitted at 
Chatham to be able to support 
nuclear propelled as well as 
conventional submarines. 


tasy tor some 

Not so easy for others. Just like the ability to manage money. 
Some have it. Some haven't. But no matter which type you may be, 
on account at the Midland Bank is something you'll 
be glad to have. We can help you in many ways. 

Discover how from your nearest Midland Bank branch. 


Midland Bank 

HEAD OFFICE. POULTRY. LONDON. E.C.2. 


Carried off the 
beauty winners 

After a Miss United Kingdom competition heat at 
Morecambc bathing pool, three Royal Marines who had given 
a demonstration of underwater swimming picked up the 
winners in their arms and carried them olf—to a Special Boat 
Section reception. 


All over the country this 
summer, people arc meeting the 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
through visits by the 250-strong 
show team, bringing the dash 
and excitement of a mock com¬ 
mando raid, motor-cycle and 
physical training display teams, 
anil a pageant showing progress 


in naval communications. 

It is one of the largest touring 
displays of its kind to travel the 
country. 

The commando raid will take 
place on a 60-foot radar tower 
which will be specially 
assembled for each perform¬ 
ance. 


The three winners being “persuaded** by one of the Royal Marine 

swimmers 
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Royalty 


TEESSIDE RAN 
CADET SPORTS 


The annual conference lo 
be held in the Slough Naval 
Club on Saturday. September 
7, will consider a variety of 
motions from branches. 

The Mayor of Slough (Alder¬ 
man John .Rigbj) will address 
the meeting. after which 
Admiral Sir David Luce, presi¬ 
dent of the association, will 
present the annual report. 

Among the motions is one 
from Boston proposing that the 
1970 conference should be held 
in either the north-east or north¬ 
west of the British Isles. 

There are motions dealing 
with the rules and by-laws of 
the association, and regarding 
associate membership. 

ROYAL SUPPORT? 

Guildford has a motion re¬ 
garding national publicity 
through television and the 
national press for the Annual 
Reunion, and Dartford asks that 
an attempt be made to obtain 
Royal support at the reunion. 

Crosby's motion asks for 
official recognition at all parades 
and services of commemoration 
at naval events. 

Other motions deal with 
lotteries and pensions. 

The headquarters income 
and expenditure account shows 
that expenditure in l%7 ex¬ 
ceeded income by £535. The 
bulk of this loss was incurred 
on account of the Reunion, 
namely £439. 

Another large cost was in 
respect of the annual conference 
and extraordinary general meet¬ 
ing. The charge for these two 
was £777. 

PROFESSIONAL FEES 

The sum of £480 was the 
charge for “professional and 
consultancy fees'* incurred in 
the consultation, preparation 
and submissions for the forma¬ 
tion of the stall pension scheme, 
the revision of subscriptions, 
projected budgets for 1966 to 
1970. subscription hypotheses, 
revised projected budgets for 
1967 and 1968. rebate scheme, 
and proposed alternative 
accommodation for head¬ 
quarters. 

Taking all in all it would 
seem possible that the accounts 
will take on a rosier look in 
future years. 

The National Draw was a 
success, with a surplus of no 
less than £1.525. £25 being 
allocated to the Star and Garter 
Home, and the remainder to the 
funds of the association. 


When Shipmaid Forgham, 
of the Purley and District 
branch, suggested a jumble 
sale, she could hardly have 
anticipated the response, and 
she was glad to have the assis¬ 
tance of Shipmaid Hannon, 
who bore the brunt of the 
pricing. 

She was almost in tears one 
evening when the entire sitting 
room was filled with jumble. 
Our correspondent says: “I am 
pleased lo report that she has 
now found her carpet." 

Some helpers showed signs 
of nervousness when faced with 
a solid mass of 148 clients who 
poured in. but they soon settled 
down to brisk selling and. in 
one and a half hours, had made 
£32 for the social secretary 
who. it is understood, is now 
smiling. 

One lady at the sale asked 
how she could join the associa¬ 
tion. She was Pamela Gilbert, 
and an cx-olliccr of the 
W.R.N.S. 

By a coincidence she and 
Shipmaid llannabus, wife of the 
branch treasurer, had both 
served in II.M.S. Kestrel. 


INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 
Patron: H.M. The Queen 


Bible presented 

A presentation Bible from the 
old II.M.S. Impregnable, signed 
by the Rev. II. D. L. Vicncr, 
Chaplain Royal Navy, who be¬ 
came the first Chaplain-in-Chief 
of the Royal Air Force, is to 
be placed with a number of 
other similar mementos, in the 
Royal Air Force Church of St. 
Clement Danes in the Strand. 
London. 

The gift was made by Cdr. 
W. R. Bull i-f Bridlington. 


Hermes link 


A reunion is planned, lo he held in 
London on December 7. of tln^c who 
verved in the dc'troycr'. H.M. Ship* 
llraclc. Ilo.iillcr j and Hulldos. between 

l‘».W and 1**45. 

lluHe interested should set in touch 
with Mr. A. L. M. Hack, 56 C’ofjm 
Street. London. NV.C.I. 


A useful profit was made on 
the sales and was a big help in 
defraying the day's expenses. 


iud Tor tne new 
Redcar branch 


‘FERRY SERVICE’ 

Tom Patterson and Bernard 
C’reasor organised the shooting 
at the range, which was two 
miles away. The ditlicully of 
getting those cadets who were 
both athletes and shooters was 
overcome by a car ferry ser¬ 
vice run by Dick Whittaker and 
Joe Bracken bury. 


Since the newly formed Redcar and District branch w;i* 
inaugurated on December 21. 1967, 63 full members and nine 
associate members have been enrolled. 

Weekly meetings are held at 
the Queen's Hotel, Redcar, and 
two successful dances have 
been held, with attendances of 
over 200. 

The branch has acquired a 
former cafe, and this is to be 
transformed into a club and i { M s 
headquarters. on a 

A ship's hell is now required. iho” 8 ! 

Any branch having a spare one convoy 
should get in touch with Ship- * or,h 
mate D. N. Evans. 109 Blakcy 
Close, Redcar. hurch 


CALLING OLD 
SHIPMATES 


Mr. Sidney Knight 


A link with the past was 
forged when cx-Lcading Stoker 
Sidney Knight visited II.M.S. 
Hermes. 

Mr. Knight joined the pre¬ 
vious Hermes in Simonstown in 
1939. and served in the ship 
until she was sunk by Japanese 
bombers in 1942 in the Bay of 
Bengal. 

He was picked up by a hos¬ 
pital ship after seven hours in 
shark-intested waters. After a 
fortnight's recuperation in 
Colombo he continued in the 
Royal Navy until the end of 
the war. 

Mr. Knight, who now works 
for the Railway Board in Cape¬ 
town. had a guided tour of the 
ship's boiler rooms and engine 
rooms. 


Mr. B. J. Hudson, secretary 
of the White Ensign Associa¬ 
tion. Gibraltar Club. Chapel 
Street. Exmouth, states that in 
conjunction with the Exmouth 
branch of the Royal Marines 
Association, a dub has been 
opened. 

Serving and cx*scrving mem¬ 
bers of the Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines, and their wives, 
arc welcome. 


Shipped over to Lngtand. the name- 
board ol the wartime corvette. II.M.S. 
(.‘oliimhinc. found in a Norwegian 
fiord. became the rallying point lor a 
'mall gathering ol cwhip'y company in 
Ply mouth recently. 

I hove prevent at the reunion expressed 
a done to meet once again their very 
popular lint-lieutenant, then l.icut. J. 
Macnunm. R.N.V.R.. whocc move¬ 
ments arc unknown subsequent to the 
sale of the ship to Norway in 1**47. 

Mr. B. T Wilkins, :s BrierfleW 
Road. Liverpool 15. would appreciate 
any inform ition. 


LINKS WITH 
RALEIGH 

Members of the Newton 
Abbot branch were hosts to 
the chief petty officers of 
I1.M.S. Raleigh at a buffet 
dance at Bovey. Tracey in 
July. 

At the end of the evening 
the president of the CPO's 
mess thanked the branch for 
its hospitality and invited 
the branch to the end-of- 
tcmi ball in H.M5. Raleigh. 

Included in the picture 
(below) are the branch chair¬ 
man, Shipmate C. Lewis and 
Mrs. Lewis, Captain and 
Mrs. Fenton, Shipmate 
W. G. Langridge (branch 
chairman) and Mrs. Lang- 
rid ge. and chief petty officers 
and their wives from H.M.S. 
Raleigh. 


BRANCHES HOLD REGATTA 


The children's sports day 
was held recently, 250 children 
having a grand day despite the 
somewhat inclement weather. 

There was a dog show in the 
pavilion in the evening. 

The whole of the work and 
the prizes were provided by the 
Ladies’ Section under the super¬ 
vision of Mrs. W. Thornton and 
Mrs. A. Edmondson, and their 
committees. 


won by the Wear branch, New¬ 
castle winning the pairs race. 

It was Blackball branch, 
however, which really carried 
the day. with their hilarious 
antics in helping each other into 
the river. 

After the “regatta" three 
coach loads of members left 
for Sunderland, where the 
visitors were entertained by the 
Wear members. 


Instigated by Shipmate 
"Albert R.N." Windmarsh. of 
Wear branch, the Newcastle, 
Blackball, and Wear branches 
held a regatta on the Wear at 
Durham on July 14. 

It was such a success that it 
is hoped it would be the fore¬ 
runner of many more, and the 
means of bringing together 
more branches of No. 11 Area. 

The first race—a four—was 
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Under Ibe guidance of CPO Trevor Gibson, of Portsmouth, Mr. 
Allck Buchanan-Smith (M.P. for Angus and Mearns) steers H.M.S. 
Bronington in the Forth. The M.P. was on a visit to H.M.S. 
Lochinvar, the Fishery Protection and Mine Countermeasures base 

at Pori Edgar 

Picture by CPOtPbot) R. A. Pu»h __ 


The News 
Diary 


Earl’s India days recalled 


Medal for 
Goanese 
steward 

Memories of wartime days 
in India were revived for Earl 
Mountbattcn when at Admir¬ 
alty House. Portsmouth, he 
presented the British Empire 
Medal to a Goanese steward, 
1*0 Tiago Vicgas. 

PO Vicgas. of II.M S. Nub¬ 
ian. then serving at Jufar. 
joined the Navy in I *144 and 
was on the stall of the Supremo 
in India until 1946. 

He has had no shore service, 
his ships being the Glasgow, 
Norfolk. Mauritius. Gambia. 
Ceylon, Newfoundland, Loch 
Insh. Loch Lomond and Nub¬ 
ian. For 14 years he was with 
successive Commandcrs-in- 
Chicf Hast Indies. 

Gallantry of a 
submariner 

For his gallantry in saving 
the life of a 23-ycar-old woman. 
Able Seaman Keith Holliday 
was presented with the Royal 
Humane Society’s testimonial, 
at a ceremony at H.M.S. Dol¬ 
phin. Gosport. 

The submarine Grampus, in 
which Keith was serving, went 
to the assistance of a trimaran 
in distress. 

One of those aboard. Mrs. 
Christina Walliman. managed 
to jump on to the submarine 
casing. With waves washing 
over them. Keith managed to 
get her to safely. 

BBT* :-— • 


Big welcome from en¬ 
thusiastic ratings who 

chaired Pctula Clark on her 

a i 

arrival at R.N. Air Station, 

Yeovilton. The visit was in 


connection with the filming 


of “Goodbye, Mr. Chips” 

SgM| 

Received his pay 

i L. 


from dad 

It was just like schooldays 
for LEM(Air) Desmond Prior 
when he received his pay at 
H.M.S. Daedalus — from his 
dad. 

First generation of the 
family, a leading stoker until 
about 1912, emigrated to 
Canada when CPO Writer 
Prior was born. The family re¬ 
turned to England and CPO 
Prior joined the Navy, being re¬ 
leased in 1950 after 12 years’ 
service. Thirteen years later he 
once again linked with the Navy 
by joining the R.N.R. 

It was on Reserve training 
that he went to H.M.S. 
Daedalus where his son Des¬ 
mond is serving. 


CPO Writer Desmond Prior with his son, LEM (Air) Prior—also 

Desmond 


Ex-officer’s work 
for disabled 

“When life has to begin 
again*’—the recent article in 
"Navy News" concerning an 
aspect of R.N.B.T. activities— 
is a reminder that an important 
part in the resettlement of dis¬ 
abled people. cx-Scrvicc and 
civilian, is played by a retired 
naval officer. 

He is Licut.-Cdr. G. W. Style, 
who is chairman of the 
National Advisory Council on 
the Employment of the Dis¬ 
abled. 

Licut.-Cdr. Style, who joined 
the Navy in 1933. lost an arm 
in action against dive-bombers 
in 1942 while serving in H.M.S. 
Lance in Force K based on 
Malta. He was invalided three 
years later. 

In 1961 Licut.-Cdr. Style was 
honoured with the C.B.E. for 
his service on the sheltered Em¬ 
ployment Committee of the 
National Advisory Council, his 
membership of the Maidstone 
and District Disablement Ad¬ 
visory Committee, and for his 
great interest generally in work 
on behalf of disabled people. 


NO ‘SUMMER’ 
GRUMBLES 

While England was groan¬ 
ing about the “summer,” 
lhc.se happy Wrens were 
basking in the sunshine on 
the veranda of their quarters 
overlooking Marsamuxetto 
Harbour. Yeletta, Malta. 


Earl 


“Revised version” 

During operation Wrathcx 
off Cape Wrath, a Night En¬ 
counter Exercise was carried 
out between ships. As the exer¬ 
cise got under way. a chief yco- 
man suggested to the captain in 
the operations room that his 
forces might be reminded of 
the First Epistle of St. Peter, 
chapter 5 verse 8, reading: "Be 
sober, be vigilant, because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walkcth about, seeking 
whom he may devour." 

The captain sought a Bible 
to check the quotation, where¬ 
upon the chief yeoman sent an 
ordinary seaman to the cox¬ 
swain’s office. 

Apparently only one “Bible" 
had any meaning for the cox¬ 
swain, the seaman returning 
with a copy of “Queen’s 
Regulations for the Royal 
Navy!" 

The French battleship Riche¬ 
lieu has been sold to a Genoese 
firm for breaking up. The 
34,000-ton ship was seriously 
damaged by aircraft from 
H.M.S. Hermes at Dakar on 
July 8, 1940. 
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H.M.S. 1)11)0 HOME.—Radio Mechanician liannagnn from Cardiff, with his wife and parents, 
when the frigate returned to Portsmouth on August 21. Also there to greet him were his wife's 

mother and sister 




mm? • • p 

S x v •; * t* 9 “ 



1 1 Vi 

■■Li* 





continues a "....rancent tradition of sail started 100 
years ayo when the Clipper's keel was laid. 

Like (. kitty Sark the Clipper, Cutty Sark the Scotch 
ha- a legendary quality. Clear, clean, brilliant Cutty 
Sark takes you hack a 100 years; that Cutty Sark 

ar CUTTY SARK 

it used to be. SCOTCH WIIISKV 






journey lor Liciu.-nii. 
Peter Asiburv. R.N.R.. of 
Clifton. Bristol, when he 
called at H.M.S. Dolphin. 
Gosport, for he was able 
to revisit the midget sub¬ 
marine X 24 in which he 
served as passage com¬ 
manding ollicer in 1944. 

X 24 is preserved in the 
quadrangle at Dolphin. 

The tiny vessel twice pene¬ 
trated Bergen harbour and 
attacked the naval dockyard 
at l.aksvaag, which was 
under German control, well 
protected by coastal defences 
and minefields, and 30 miles 
irom the open sea. 

On the first occasion, 
under the command of l.icut. 
M. Shcan, R.A.N.V.R., she 
sank the German ship 
Baronlils. On the second 
raid, under the command of 
l.icut. II. P. Westmacott. 
R.N., she severely damaged 
the floating dock used by the 
Germans for overhauling 
and repairing U-boats based 
on the port. 

I.ieut.-Cdr. Asiburv. now 
a master at Ifcnbtiry Com¬ 
prehensive School. Bristol, 
enjoyed his service in X 
craft, though he admits they 
could be quite dramatic in 
their manevuvres at limes. 

When being towed, they 
had a habit of “porpoising." 
which was somewhat discon¬ 
certing for the crew inside. 

At limes the passage com¬ 
manding officers would stand 
on the casing with the rest of 
the submarine below water 


I.ieut.-Cdr. Asiburv (left) and I.ieut.-Cdr. Todd 


and hold on to the \oicc 

pipe. 

I hey were never allowed 
to give the course “355" 
down the voice pipe in case 
this wa% heard as “Dive . . . 
dive . . . dive." which could 
have been a very wet process 


for the ollicer. 

At Dolphin Lieut.-Cdr. 
Astbury met I.ieut.-Cdr. 
Mathew Todd, who is in 
charge of the escape training 
tank at the establishment, 
and who also served in X 
craft about the Name time. 



suit 

yourself... 


(HARWICH) LTD. 
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BRANCHES AT ALL PRINCIPAL PORTS 


Atlantic yacht’s 


with a first-class 
suit from 

COOPERS 


speedy return 


you pay no 
more for 
generous 
credit 
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Spirit of Cutty Sark, the Gallant 53 class yacht that was the 
first standard-built boat to finish in this year's Single-handed 
Transatlantic Race from Plymouth to Newport. R.I.. arrived 
in Plymouth's Millbay Docks on August 24. 

Sailed by Lieut. Ixslic «... 

Williams. R.N., she finished of Cut v Sark has sailed more 

fourth in the race, and reached lh ®J* n .?*• . . 

New port on June 30-29 days I he boat will be one of the 
and about 9 hours after leaving attractions at I ortsmoulh s 
Plymouth. Navy Days. _ 

Spirit of Cutty Sark, which 
was sponsored by the whisky 
firm, then sailed to New York, 
from where Lieut. Williams 
flew home. 

A Royal Navy volunteer crew 
of seven flew to New York to 
N.iil the boat home via Bermuda. 


OLD FRIENDS 

I he skipper was CPO Roy 
Williams (no relation of Lieut. 
Williams, though the two arc 
old friends and have done a 
lot of sailing together). 

Lieut. Williams was at Ply¬ 
mouth to welcome the crew 
homo. 

The boat made extremely 
good time, reaching Plymouth 
just IS days after leaving Ber¬ 
muda. an average of about 150 
miles a d.iv. 

Since the start of the race 
from Pl\mouth on June I. Spirit j 


Navv arrests 

%/ 

trawlers 

The skipper of the Norwegian 
(idling vessel Kavholm. whose j 
ship was arrested for fishing in 
British Waters on August 4 by 
the frigate H.M.S. Kcppcl, com¬ 
manded by Licut.-Cdr. J. C. S. 
Lkins. was lined £250 at tiic 
Sheriffs Court. Lerwick. 

On August 18 the coastal 
minesweeper H.M.S. Belton em¬ 
ployed on fishery protection 
duties, commanded by Lieut.- ! 
C dr. A. 11. D. Wilks, arrested a j 
Russian trawler oil Lair Isle in j 
the Shcllands. 

At the subsequent trial at ! 
Lerwick, the Sheri IT decided 
that, because of lack of corro- 
; borativc evidence, the charge of 
j fishing within British waters had 
; not been proved, and the case 
was dismissed. 


SUBMARINERSPLEA 

Ex-Leading Seaman David 
Patterson, invalided five 
years ago and now a mul¬ 
tiple sclerosis patient, sends 
out a plea from his bed ill 
the Coomb Cheshire Home. 
Llanslephan. Carmarthen, to 
any submariners or c\-suh- 
mariuers who served in the 
submarines Porpoise, Scor¬ 
cher, and Sea Scout. 

David would very much 
like to hear from any sub¬ 
mariner, though his condi¬ 
tion prevents him replying 
personally. 
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HOLIDAY ATTRACTION FOR VISITORS 



nm 


TH4 imiiw e*«*j* 

HX%.*.UU1dU> 

»♦>? - IM.T 


I he guided middle destroyer H.M.S. Kent (below) which 
will be open (o visitors at Chatham. The fine looking ship, 
which displaces 6,200 tons (full load), has a complement of 
440 officers and men. Fitted with a Sewing twin launcher 
aft for guided missiles, and two Scacat quadruple launchers 
ahatt the alter tunnel, the ship also ha* four 4.5-in. cun'. 


AT HOMES’ A1 
NAVAL PORTS 


Once again the Royal Navy is 
o\er the .summer bank holiday 
aboard ships o! 
mouth. 

Past cxpcricnc 

that visitors most want to go 
»'ii hoard ships, and their wishes 
can he granted at all three ports. 

At the ( hatham "Open Days" 
i September I and 2 only) II 
'hips will welcome visitors. 

I here is the guided-missile 
destroyer. II. MS. Kent; the 
I eander-class general-purpose 
frigates, the Dido and the Juno: 
the anti-aircraft frigate H.M.S. 
Jaguar; the aircraft direction 
frigate H.M.S. Chichester: the 
anti-submarine frigates H.M.S. 
I'roubridgc (converted from 
destroyer and not to be confused 
with the B.B.C.’s Trout bridge) 
and H.M.S. Exmouth; the sur¬ 
vey ships, the Hydra, the Bull¬ 
dog and the Beagle; and the 
submarine H.M.S. Ambush. 

THREE DAYS 

Hie Plymouth and Ports¬ 
mouth Navy Days run over the 
three days. August 31 and Sep¬ 
tember 1 and 2. 

At Plymouth ships open are 
the assault ship H.M.S. Fearless, 
the frigates Rhyl. Lincoln. East¬ 
bourne and Scarborough; the 
destroyer (fleet radar picket) 
H.M.S. Barrosa. the Hecate (a 
survey ship); the R.F.A. Tide- 
pool and the Alaric and the 
<)tus, both submarines. 


\t Home" to the public and 
ere arc opportunities to go 
it Chatham. Plymouth and PorN- 


Mups open to visitors at 
Portsmouth are the commando 
ship. H.M.S. Bulwark; the 
Eskimo (a Tribal-class general- 
purpose frigate): three I .eander- 
class frigates, the Sirius, the 
Galatea and the Arcthusa. 

Also "open" arc the anti¬ 
aircraft frigate. H.M.S. Leopard, 
the anti-submarine frigates 
H.M. Ships Whitby. Dundus. 
Oral ton. I jidatinted and Wake¬ 
ful. 

Visitors can also visit the 
submarines Artful, Alliance. 
A lei tic and Grampus. 

At all three ports there arc 
numerous static and action 
displays. 

These include, among many 
others, helicopter-rescue de¬ 
monstrations at Chatham, dis¬ 
plays by naval divers at 
Plymouth, helicopter and sub¬ 
marine actions at Portsmouth. 


SHEFFIELD PLATE 


One of the ships open to 
visiton at Portsmouth is the 
commando ship H.M.S. Bul¬ 
wark. 


The cruiser H.M.S. Shef¬ 
field, now being broken up. 
occupied a warm place in the 
affections of the Royal Na\y. 
but although her fame spread 
to many parts of the world, 
there were few people who 
would have thought that the 
American city of Boston 
would have held her in such 
high esteem that it would wish 
for a memento. 

When, however, word reached 
Boston that the ship was to be 
broken up. a request was sent 
to the Navy for some part of 
her that would serve as a re¬ 
minder of the close liaison that 
had grown up between the diip 
and the city. 

Work was put in hand in 
H.M.S. Caledonia to make a 
mounting from the steel of the 
ship for a ship’s crest, for pre¬ 
sentation to the Mayor of 
Boston. Mr. Kevin White. 


Displacing about 27,300 
Ions (full load), the Bulwark 
has a complement of 1,035 
plus a commando unit of 900 
troops. 


C APTAIN COOK 

August 23 is the 200th anni¬ 
versary of Captain Cook’s de¬ 
parture from Plymouth on his 
first voyage of discovery to the 
Australian continent and. to 
mark the occasion, the hydro- 
graphic display at Plymouth in¬ 
cludes a number of original 
instruments and charts of his 
voyage. 


The photograph below. 
showing 17 helicopters and 
a vast array of lorries and 
trucks, clearly demonstrates 
the potential of the com¬ 
mando ship. 


FAMILY LINK 

As I.icul.-Cdr. S. G. Austin, 
of H.M.S. Caledonia, spent a 
good proportion of hi> life not 
far from Boston, and whose 
mother’s family were prominent 
citizens there, il was though! 
appropriate that he should 
make the presentation. 

Licu:.-Cdr. Austin llew to the 
United States on August 23. 
bearing his “heavy responsi¬ 
bility." The presentation will 
take place during the first week 
in September. 


Licti(.-( dr. S. G. Austin with the ".Sheffield plate" and ship’s crest 


SHIP WITH A COMMANDO PUNCH 


I lie amphibious assault ship H.M.S. Fearless, 
which is open to visitors at Plymouth. The 
Fearless (and her sister .ship, HALS. Intrepid) 
displace 12.120 tons’ (full load), and have a 
complement of just over 550 officers and men 
of the Royal Navy, and over 100 officers and 
men of the Royal Marines and the Annv. 


In addition, each ship can carry up to 400 
troops at ship’s company standards, and an 
overload of 700 marines and military personnel 
can he accommodated for short periods. 

These assault ships carry landing craft, tanks, 
trucks, helicopters and all other equipment to 
carry out an assault operation. 


Shpt.-Licuf.-Cdr. A. J. Franklin, R.N. (ret.), to mark 50 years’ 
continuous Admiralty service, had a celebration in HALS. Phoenix, 
the N.B.C.D. School at Portsmouth, on August 6. 

The photograph shows him cutting a cake with the staff officers 
of HALS. Phoenix. 

Licut.-Cdr. Franklin entered Portsmouth dockyard xs a shipwright 
apprentice on August 6, 1918, and joined the Nary as a .shipwright 
4/c in January, 1926. 

He first joined HALS. Phoenix as a shipwright lieutenant in 
May, 1950, being promoted lieutenant-commander in January. 
J951. 

In June. 1954. Lienf.-Cdr. Franklin retired r *nt continued at 
Phoenix as a technical author. 


“Look! Tobacco juice! I told 
you not to fly too close to 
Victory” 

HOLIDAY FOR BLIND 

Fifty men from the St. Dun- 
stan’s Home at Brighton spent 
a week as the guests of H.M.S. 
Daedalus. During the week the 
men took part in sports, and 
other activities included trips in 
a hovercraft. 
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Bernard's new shop 

Dame Joan Vickers, M.P., last month officially opened a 
tailor's shop in her constituency—the new premises of C. 11. 
Bernard & Sons Ltd., at 200 Keybam Road, outside the St. Levan 
Gate. 

The firm is well known to naval men. being one of the oldest 
in Devonport. After being bombed out, the business moved 
first to a warehouse and then to temporary premises in Martin 
Terrace. , . . 

The latest move gives Bernard's a smart new shop, designed 
on the most modern lines for customer convenience, and well 
equipped to meet requirements for civilian and casual wear, as 
well as the familiar uniforms. 


Admiral Sir John Hamilton. 
Director-General of the Insti¬ 
tute of Marketing Research, 
has been elected to the Board 
of Trustees of the Royal 
Sailors* Rests, and recently at¬ 
tended the 92nd annual meet¬ 
ing. 

Among his fellow; Trustees 
arc Vice-Admiral Sir Horace 
Law. Controller of the Navy, 
and other naval officers, and 
Mr. Philip Henman. Chairman 
of the Transport Development 
Group and director of a number 
of companies. 


British Transport Police 


In addition to Dame Joan 
Vickers, M.P., those in the 
picture include Mr. J. A. 
Carter (sales director of 
Bernard's) and Mr. D. R. 
Jago (area manager) 


NATO 


open 


Constables 


The NATO Standing Naval 
Force Atlantic, at present 
consisting of American, Brit¬ 
ish. Dutch and German ships, 
visited Portland for intensive 
weapon training and exercises 
from August 3 to 12. 


FOR ARGENTINE 

The first of six coastal mine¬ 
sweepers bought from the Royal 
Navy by Argentina was handed 
over at ILM.S. Vernon, on July 
19. The ship was the former 
llmington. 


Hie force, which has no main 
base, in order to make it more 
flexible as a "tire brigade” 
available for anv situation, has 
been continually on the move 
since it was formed in January 
this year. 

It lias taken part in NATO 
and national exercises, and 
visited ports in the British 
Isles, Carribcan. United States. 
Canada. Norway and Denmark. 

The force, together with 
Royal Navy ships, was open to 
visitors during the Open Days 
at Portland on August 10 and 
II. nearly 23.000 people visit¬ 
ing the Base. 

HARBOUR TRIPS 

As well as visiting the ships, 
die visitors were able to take 
harbour trips in the Highhurton. 
Glasscrton. and the R.N. 
Auxiliary Service's Shipham. 

Displays included the fast 
patrol boat Dark Gladiator at 


high speed across Portland 
Harbour, and search and rescue 
demonstrations by helicopters. 

Ships which welcomed visitors 
were ILM.S. Argonaut, the 
German destroyer Bayern, the 
Netherlands destroyer Zeeland, 
the U.S.S. Glcnnon (all of the 
NATO force). ILM. Ships Un¬ 
daunted. Mohawk. Lincoln, 
Leopard. Tiptoe and Artful, the 
Netherlands frigate Isaac 
Sweers. and the R.F.A. Fnga- 
dine. 

Receipts for charity arc ex¬ 
pected to be considerably 
higher than in 1967. 


Policewomen 


in London and throughout 
the Country 

Leaving the Services? Then choose a really 
worthwhile civilian job. 

Variety, generous free travel, good pay, pension. 

Here is an opportunity for those with intelligence 
and initiative. 

Qualifications: Physically fit with good eyosighL 
Mon : 19-35 and at least 5 ft 8 in. 

Womon : 19-36. 6inglo and at least 6 ft 4 in. 

9 

write to : 

Chiof Constoblo (Recruitment), Dopt. B 
British Transport Police, PO Box No. 25 
Park Royal, London NW10 


MARCONI TE! 
ENGINEERING 


Electronic Technicians who are 
able to undertake the critical 
test of advanced aeronautical 
and missile electronic systems 
are required at our Basildon 
Works. 

These posts will be of special 
interest to men with experience 
of one or more of the following: 
transmitters, receivers, aerials, 
closed-circuit television or 
digital systems. 

Applicants should beofO.N.C. 
or C.& G. Telecommunications 
Final standard or have experi¬ 
ence as an electronic fitter in 
H.M. Forces. 

These are staff appointments with excellent 
conditions of service and attractive salaries. 
Rented housing is available in appropriate cases. 

Applications to Mrs. B. Brigden, Personnel 
Officer, The Marconi Co. Ltd., Basildon, Essex 
(Basildon 22822). 


Of special interest at Port¬ 
land Open Days was this 
German destroyer, the 
Bayern—a member of the 
NATO Standing Naval 
Force Atlantic 


N. (Electrical) LTD 

THE GREEN 
GOSPORT 


Due to the recent expansion of the Workshop Area 
the following vacancies exist: 


require 


SHEET METAL WORKERS 


Y-A.R.D. is a separate division of Yarrow «£ Co. which 
operates as an international consultancy for the Royal 
Navy, Overseas Navies, merchant shipowners and 
large marine industrial firms. 

Amongst the many new and exacting contracts, which 
Y-A.R.D. is undertaking, are several that require experi¬ 
enced senior marine, electrical, and systems engineers 
for investigations into the task of refitting warships. 

If you have the ability to think intensively, clearly and 
logically with an enquiring and imaginative mind, together 
with at least 5 years experience in warship design and/or 
refitting work, then you are the type of individual we are 
seeking. 

The tasks allocated to those selected will involve 
travelling widely and the ability to mix well with clients 
will be essential. Periods of liaison duty away from 
Glasgow may be required. 

For this exacting and responsible work, first rate 
salaries will be paid for the right staff and generous 
allowances made to assist with removal and resettlement. 

If you are interested in an appointment in Y-A.R.D., 
please write in the first instance for application form, 
quoting A.28 to the: 


ELECTRICAL FITTERS 


BENCH FITTERS 


ELECTRONIC WIREMEN 


Airwork Services Ltd. 

Bournemouth (Hum) Airport 
Christchurch, Hants 

offer employment to 

Ex-Service men and women of all trades and 
particularly those associated with the 
servicing of aircraft, ancillary and ground 
equipments. Vacancies occur in many parts 
of U.K. and there are good opportunities 
of overseas service for men (and their 
families) and excellent prospects of 
personal advancement within this expand¬ 
ing Company. Pre-release training courses 
can be arranged. 

Enquiries should be addressed to the 

Personnel Manager 


PAINTERS 

(SPRAYSHOP & SHIPWORK) 

E.V.T. COURSES CAN BE ARRANGED 


• Modern Factory with good working conditions 
0 Area rates of pay, plus merit money 

• Earnings up to £/9/7/6 per 40-hour week, plus 
overtime 


% Company pension scheme 


Administrative Officer 
Y-A.R.D. 

Yarrow & Co. Ltd. 
Scotstoun, Glasgow, W.4 


Apply in Writing or Phone 
GOSPORT 82392 
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PERSONAL 


TIIE MARGARET MOODY MAR- 
Rl AGE BUREAU. Dept. N. 1008. 
Anlaby High Road. Kingxton-upon- 
Hull. Yorks I he mast *ucccv*ful and 
efficient bureau m the North with a 
nation-wide clientele. Scrupulously 
confidential and discreet. Full details, 
under plain coser on request. 

SOCIAL INTRODI CIIONS every¬ 
where. Recommended since 1941. 
l-'riendslup Marriage. Brochure free.— 
Friendly Folk A.vsociation. lorquay 

TIIE SOUTHERN IRIKNDSIIIP AND 
MARRIAGE BUREAU invite you to 
write for details: 3/15 Eastern Villas 
Road. Souttuea. Hants. 

TIIE MARRI AGE B U R E A U — 
HI'. VI HER JENNER. 124 Ness II,.nd 
Street. W.l 01-62*1 9M4. I.Jmburgh 
0J|-ftft7 <<27 Bristol fA9?2l. St. Anncs- 
on-Sea 24005. Birmingham Hereford 
.‘27ft. Kent. Ham Street 2*5 

son VI. SERVICE SOCIETY. 4<a 
B!o**om Street. York. International 
Introductions. friendship. Marriage 
contacts. 

AUDREY Al l EN MARRIAGE 
BUREAU. rOUGIIII I.. H U D E . 
CORN WALE. Established 1955. Nation¬ 
wide. confidential. Details sent plain 
scaled cover without obligation. 

A "GOOD COMPANION" or MAR¬ 
RIAGE PARTNER can be YOURS. 
Rcgrster with BARBARA WORTH’S 
BUREAU (Em. 195ft). 139 SOUTH- 
WICK SO.. SOUTH WICK. BRIGH¬ 
TON. SX. del. SOUTIIWICK JftJJ. 
10-8 p.m.) 

DOCK AT MANCHESTER MAR¬ 
RIAGE BUREAU, fall hook, line and 
linker, then tail buoyantly away, both 
on the same wave length. Personal and 
helpful service always at 24 Mosley 
St reef. Manchester 2. Telephone Man¬ 
chester Central 0719. 


LONGING EOR LETTERS? Lonely? 
Unhappy? Write: Introductions. Jeans. 
Ouecn Street Lxctcr. Devon. 


BORED. LONESOME? 

Our answer, ioin the Elite Pen Club. 
104 Lower Ford Street. Coventry. 
England. 

International, comprehensive 
guaranteed. 


S A E. for details. 


FAMILY PLANNING. Write for new 
booklet explaining all modern methods 
sent free together with details of our 
Confidential Postal Service. Premier. 
388 Black Lion Street. Brighton. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


R.N. CVP RIBBONS. PAST AND 
PRESEN I. send 3d. stamped addressed 
envelope for IUI EMBROIDERED 
BLAZER BADGES »n Wire or Silks 
any design -ingles or quantities. 
WOVEN MO I IF CLUB TIES A 
SPECIALITY. Hand-painted WALL 
PI.AOUES of Ships’ Crests. Regimental 
and Sports Association emblems. 35/ft 
each, postage paid, illustrated brochure 
free. Giccnburgh Bros. Ltd.. bl/S2 
Ouecn Street. Portsmouth. 


NEW CAR DISCOUNTS 
for readers of "Navy News." A sub¬ 
stantial saving, nationwide after¬ 
sales service and manufacturers’ full 
warranty. Part exchanges welcome. 
Outstanding, guaranteed used cars 
at rcavonable prices. Personal atten¬ 
tion. hire purchase and insurance. 
Free leaflet from: 

Stuart Wilton. P.M.I. 

Motoring Consultant 
55a Franc Road. Tunbridge Wells. 

Kent, telephone 27117 


CARPETS AT TRADE PRICES 

Buv direct from the Factory 

Wc GUARANTEE to save you 10 per cent, discount oil 
any other estimate. This proves we arc the cheapest in the 
South. Bring your estimate, with this advertisement and help 
us to help you. You got the Middle Man’s profit. Any make 
of carpet obtained, less 10 per cent, cash discount, l.ikc you. 
wc back Britain. Our Representative will call with patterns. 
Fitting by experts. 

MARMION CARPETS 
15a MARMION ROAI) 

SOUTIISEA PORTSMOUTH 32723 


I 


immediate mortgages 

PUBLIC SCHOOL FEES Loan* avai'able 10 spread current fee* 


T & V 

JOHNSON 

LTD 


Ijttd 

in.c llr.ik ;t% 


77 Park Street. Camber’cv. Suercy. 1 el. SHI 
Ha Milvm Street, Bath. S..»mr*rt lei. 
h Mitmn Hill. Chippenham. Will* let *:»>'• 

I Albion Street. Suffolk le’ HIS 

.*» K«h( street, Woking him. Ilerk* let. --.‘4 
?;n | <ei Kojd. I leet. II m:%. lei. J4.*f» 

:iS Earnborough HoaJ. I-rnr>.rou;h. Ilant* 44->»* 


Are YOU returning to the U.K.? 

Do you wish to bring your PETS? 

FOLKESTONE DOG HOTEL 

v*ill mike 111 »o ir arrangem :ntv. 

The Modern Quarantine Accommodation for Dog* and Catt. 
Illuitratcd brochure* on request. 

Reduced ratev for H.M. Force*. 

Owner: Joan Wright. 

Folkestone Dog Hotel. Danton Lane. Folkestone. England. Tel. Folkestone 7SS36 

Telegrams: Oogotel Folkestone 


LEAVING THE 
FORCES? 


LOOKING FOR 
A PERMANENT 

JOB? 


< 1 


We can help by offering you a four- 
week pre-release course with the 
option of appointment as a test or 
calibration engineer, participating in 
the interesting work of this 
expanding electronic company. 


For further details contact: 

The Personnel Manager 

G. and E. BRADLEY LTD. 

Neasden Lane. London, N.W.10 


NAVY FLANNEL SHIRTS. Pa*: 
order* welcomed. Write to the 
specialist* who have -applied the Royal 
Navy far more than 80 year*.— Baun St 
Co.. Naval Ou:f)t:crs. 14 Ouecn Street. 
Portsmouth 

EX-ROYAL MARINE wnhes to pur¬ 
chase all period* OfTicm/O’.hcr Rank* 
Helmet Badges of the Royal Marine*. 
Description and price to: N. Smart. 
8 Wardown Crescent. Luton. Beds. 


REMOVALS 
& STORAGE 

COUNTRYWIDE 

SERVICE 

Packing and Shipping 



i . i 


2 STUBBING TON AVENUE 
PORISMO! Ill 
Telephone 63221 
ALSO AT 

SOL Til AMPTON. bOURNEMOl Til 
WINCHESTER. LONDON 

NOEL BELL 
CAR HIRE 

Car key 
r !*. to Britain 

1 .,.1 AI L NEW MODELS 

V’jL Mini Van* to Zephyrs 

^* Price* from: 

/-\ ( 11 . 0 . 0 . per week 

including invuranee 
M Unlimited m Icagc 
[ Getdruui> uo-irom: 

237 Rcohampton 

IT Un«\ 

I ) LondonSV/15 

|J, Tel: 01-7601/321 

I y We will meet you anywhere 


BRITISH WARSHIP NAMES 
By CAPT. T. I). MANNING and 
CDR. C. F. WALKER 

8 VO. 4*)8 PP. 

Thix invaluable work of reference begin* 
with a history of vhip-naming from 
earllevt times to the present day. Then 
follows a comprehensive dictionary of 
ihips’ names which include* the name 
ol excry warship of importance which 
ha* served in the Navy. No: only is the 
derivation of the names given, but al*o 
the dates and brief detail*, including war 
service* of the ships wh:.h have borne 
them Illustrated by decoration* showing 
stern carvings of British Sailing War¬ 
ships. 

Mint in dust iackct. first published at 
42s. Now ollcrcd at 15*. Plus Is. 6*1. 
postage. 

Catalogue of scarce, out of print, and 
second-hand nautical books sent on 
tequest. 

W R III ACKMORE 
Nautical Ikviksellcr 
C«N\\ AY CH \MIIF.RS 
130 LORDSHIP 1 ANE 
1 ON DON. S E 22 
Tel.: 01-693 1536 


Arc you leaving or moving 
vour suitcases and boxes 
from Admiralty hiring or 
Married Quarters??? 
Then you need the 
TAXI VAN SERVICE 
Phone Portsmouth 63497 

W AM LI) 

WARSHIP NEC ATI YES 
Collector will buy and exchange 
Bnt.sh and Foreign. 

C. Bea/ley. 25 Lllswoith Street. 
London. E. 2 . 





Wc can make up any required 
•er of Miniature Medal*. Wc 
have them for every campaign 
since 1 ‘> 00 . I hey arc not expen¬ 
sive. The set—1939-45 Star/ 
Atlantic Star/Defence Medal/ 
War Medal C MU only 34/-. 
Send for quotation and tell u* 
the medal* you want. Ribbon 
bar*, either with pin at back 
or for sewing on to uniform 
I/- per ribbon. Your own full- 
size medal* mounted— 4 /• per 
medal Wire and silk Ula/er 
Badge*. 

Inquiries with stamp to: 

ROBERT ANDREW LTD. 

101 Manchester Street 
Oldham, Lancs. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


CORPS OF 

COMMISSIONAIRES 

Founded 1859 

Another career when your 
Service engagement expire* Ate 
co bar Division* in 10 cine* of 
the U.K. 

Apply: 
Headquarters 
419A Strand 
London, W.C.2 
01-836 6453 


HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEYOR 
required by the GOVERNMENT of 
SARAWAK on contract for one 
tour of 24 to 36 month* in the tirst 
instance. Basic salary in scale 
S750 a month (fS:g. 1.225 p a.) to 
S 1.420 a month UStc.2.319 pa. 
approx.), point of entry according 
to qualification* and experience, 
plus an Inducement Allowance of 
S52S a month <£S:g 739 p a. anrog.) 
to SSft 2 a month (tStg. 1 . 20 ft p a. 
approx.). Gratuity at cate of 25 per 
cent, of aggregate basic salary and 
pensionable Inducement Allowance. 
Liberal paid leave. Free passages. 
Outfit allowance. Child’* education 
allowance. Furnixhcd quarter* at 
reasonable rental. Contributory pen¬ 
sion scheme available in certain 
circumstance*. 

Candidate*, aged 30 to 50 year*, 
must have qualified in the Royal 
Navy ** a Hydrographic Surveyor. 
Apply lo C ROWN \C.INIS. M 
Dept. 4. Millbank. London. S.W.I. 
for application form and further par¬ 
ticular*. stating name. age. brief 
detail* of qualification* and ex- 
rcr.en.c. and quoting reference 
M2P.6J667.NAE. 


BE A PRIWTE DETECTIVE 

Expert postal tuition train* action- 
minded men and w.-men for this 
very profitable business. Credo 
terms. Detail* confidentially. 

Ex-Inspector Meek rMciro. Police). 

20 Old livcrton Road. 

Exeter. 7. 


HOLIDAY 

ACCOMMODATION • 


WINTER IIOI.ID V\ S. Architect-de¬ 
signed Bungalow*. Excellent amenities 
open fire: electric central heating: tele¬ 
vision. Beautiful surroundings Brochure. 
FORSTERS’ Dept. 6 . Ashton, Hclv.cn. 
Cornwall. 

HOME LEAVE—AT LOOK. Cornwall, 
near Plymouth. To let. Self-contained 
quayside Flat. Favoured position. All- 
electric, fully equipped 4 persons. S.a.e. 
Mrs. F.. E. Sherrcrd. "Galowras." Haste- 
hill. Haslcmere. Surrey, lei. HAS 4624. 


HOLIDAY FLATLETS 
Fully equipped flatlets 

SOUTIISEA 

Available all year round 
FOR SHORT lettings. 
Everything supplied except 
towels. 

No restrictions. Own keys. 
Very suitable for honey¬ 
moons. holidays, and visits 
when husband’s ship is in 
port. etc. Special olt-scason 
rates for Naval personnel 
and families. 

CURTIS. 70 Fcsting Grove 
III. I’orismouth 33581 



A --; ;-—— s' 

x* Admiral Sir Frank Twiss, the Second Sea Lord, presents the V 
B.E.M. to CPO E. Urry, a member of his Personnel Liaison \ 

s? T*om 4r f'hi.r n r Vn tl P..r.nnn n l 4 4 n ,: n .l T..4..V X 


\A constructive criticism. CPO Uny has been described as the \ 
V Lower Deck's "Ombudsman** 8 


Re-engagement 
grant changes 

The Rc-cngagcmcnt Grant Scheme, which commenced in 
March, 1965, was introduced as a temporary measure to en¬ 
courage re-engagement in certain categories. 

It was envisaged at the outset remain eligible for the remain- 


that the categories entitled and 
the amount of the grant would 
need to be reviewed. 

The pt^sition now is that with 
the projected reduction in naval 
commitments and consequent 
reduction in manpower require¬ 
ments. the shortages arc being 
overcome. 

The present scheme has been 
extended by one month and will 
operate until October 31. 1968, 
but with effect from November 
I. 1968. and until March 31. 
1969, the scheme will continue 
for all the existing categories, 
but the lower rate of grant em¬ 
bodied in the original scheme, 
i.c. 1375. will he payable in all 
cases. 

Men who have received, or 
will have received an advance 
of 10 per cent of the grant on 
or before October 31. 1968. will 


3iit jKemoriant 

Michael I*. Coleman. Crl R M. 
22*25. 45 Cdo R.M. May 29. 

I'ercital L. M. New land. Mnc l/c 
R M 24823. 4< Cdo R.M. May 29. 

Michael J. Perry. Mnc l/c R.M. 
23321. 4< Cdo R M May 29. 

Llcul. Frederick K. D. Booth. 
II.M S. Ilcron. iulv 24. 

Lieut. Donald R. McKcn/le. 
II.M S. Ilcron. July 24. 

Jeffrey W. Tlioma*. AM AM 
L/0834IS. II M S. Osprey. July 24. 

Alfred F. C. Bennett. LIRA. 
P. MX. 126670. II..M.S. Pembroke. 
July 24. 

Colin M. Rowell. A/LCEM. 
P/078S78. II M S. Siriu*. July 2ft 
Reginald Proctor. Mnc He. R.M. 
2489ft 42 Cdo R.M. August I. 

Robert F. Wilson. AM AM. 
L/O60IO9 H.M S. Ilctm.-s. August 
4. 

William J. \lkinsnn. A I RIM 

I. 080*61. II.M S. Ilcrmc*. August 
4. 

Ralph M. Adam*. CI'.R X P/MX. 
902844. II M S. Victory. August 5. 

A/Sub.-Lieut. Keith R. Alter. 
Britannia Royal Naval College. 
August 14. 

Cdl Peter II. Hutson. Britannia 
Royal Naval College August 14. 


ifyV' i 

liI* w 



ADVERTISEMENT RATES 

DISPLAY: £1 5*. per column inch TRADE: 6.1 p.-r word. PUBLIC 
AND LEGAL: 9J per word ENTERTAINMENTS FUNCTIONS OR 
MEETINGS: 9d p.*f «ord. SKMl-DISIM.AYS (13 line* to the inch): 
2s. 6 d per line. Advertiser* may have replies addressed to a Box 
Number I or this service and postage an extra charge of Is 6 d . is made. 
The Box will count a* three word*. 

Advertisement* mas be placed at Gale .A Pol Jen ltd. Ncbon llou«c. 
Edinburgh Road. Portsmouth (I .1 20*52 or 26040) Agencies may contact 
the London OjIkc. 69 Fleet Street. I C 4.. 01-583 8827. 

Display Size in inches Cost 

Quarter Page 7i X 5fc £26 0 0 

Half double column 1\ X 3| £17 10 0 

Half single column 7] X LJ £8 15 0 

Front page SOLUS 5 X 3| £18 15 0 

Each single column inch I X l‘J £15 0 

SEMI-DISPLAY per line 2 6 

Classified—Display per s.c.i. £1 5 0 

Run-on per word 6 


ing 90 per cent, at the current 
rate, i.c. £750. 


CLAIM THOSE 
BUS FARES 

Naval personnel may he 
losing money if they are un¬ 
aware of a rule under the 
pay regulations, concerning 
free leave warrants. 

doing home hy rail nowa¬ 
days often involves journeys 
hy hits at either end. due to 
the closure of so many 
stations. 

Naval personnel serving at 
home and making use of a 
free rail warrant can claim 
the cost of using other public 
transport if they have nunc 
than five miles to go to get 
to a railway station, or who 
cannot get within five miles 
of their destination. 

The rule is in the Naval 
Fay Regulations (Article 
1507). 


IN MEMORY 
OF THETIS 

Merseyside branch of the 
Submarine Old Comrades’ 
Association held a service at 
the Thetis Memorial in Macs 
Hyfryd Cemetery. Holyhead, 
on July 21. in memory of those 
who lost their lives in the sub¬ 
marine disaster of 1939. 

The service was conducted by 
Canon D. T Davies. Vicar of 
Holyhead, and the children of 
the Thomas Ellis School led the 
singing. 

Buglers from the T.S. Inde¬ 
fatigable. with the band and 
guard from the Sea Cadet 
Corps, Holyhead and Birken¬ 
head. represented the Navy’s 
future, members of the Sub¬ 
mariners’ Association repre¬ 
sented the Navy of the past, 
and a detachment from the 
Polaris submarine. H.M.S. 
Revenge, represented the Navy 
of today. 

Manchester branch of the 
association, shipmates of the 
Royal Naval Association from 
Liverpool. Runcorn, Crosby 
and Bangor branches, together 
with the British Legion, Holy- 
head. paraded their standards, 
in honour of those who were 
lost. 

The association wreath was 
laid by c.x-Lcading Stoker 
Walter Arnold, and the Cam¬ 
med Laird’s wreath by Mr. 
Frank Shaw, both of whom 
were survivors from the Thetis. 
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APPOINTMENTS 


CAPTAIN COOK EXPLORATION 

Great adventure (and 
some nautical words) 


Five happy 
days for 
Hermes in 
Capetown 


Everyone knows of Capt. James C ook 
Australia and of his unfortunate death ; 
natives of Tahiti; but much le 
those days, their work and lives 

In 1768. the British Admiralty 
wanted a base in the Western 
Pacific. Capt. Cook was sent to 
that area in H.M.S. Endeavour 
with Mr. Joseph Banks (later 
Sir Joseph Banks. President of 
the Royal Society) ostensibly 
to observe the transit of Venus 
in the South Seas, but also to 
endeavour to find a safe base. 

In " Charco Harbour" (\\'*•/• 
dcufchi S: Nicholson. 42s.) God¬ 
frey Blunden shows the results of 
four years* study of the printed 
and manuscript documents of 
Pacific exploration and 18th 
century nautical practice, plus 
some intense research into the 
humble lives of the navigators 
and the seamen of 200 years 
ago. 

INVISIBLE NATIVES 

'Hie author tells of life aboard 
the Endeavour, sailing between 
the mainland of Australia and 
the Great Barrier Reef. 

The ship is stranded, but after 
23 hours on the rocks, thev 
manage to limp into a desolate 
mainland river estuary, greeted 
by cries of "Charco" from in¬ 
visible inhabitants. 

For 49 days thev are cast¬ 
aways in Charco Harbour, 
neaped by tides and imprisoned 
by contrary winds. 

This book bears the marks of 
considerable research — the 
reader really does seem to be 
part of the ship's crew—and 
Capt. Cook is a real man. 

To have toned down some of 
the language might, possibly, 
have detracted slightly from the 
•’realism" of the book. but. for 
my money, it would still have 
been a great story of a great 
man and a great adventure. 


H.M.S. Hermes, which re¬ 
commissioned last May. has 
arrived in the Far East and 
will probably be operating in 
the Pacific and Indian Oceans. 
She is expected to call at 
Hong Kong. Sydney and the 
Philippines. 

On the way to Singapore. 
Hermes spent live days at Cape¬ 
town. where the well-known 
hospitality of the South Africans 
was showered upon the ship’s 
company. 

She left South Africa on 
August 5. arriving at Penang on 
August 18. 


commissioning, and arming of 
the first real stone frigate— 
H.M.S. Diamond Rock, the 
600 -ft. islet about one mile 
from the south-east of the 
island of Martinique. 

Commodore Samuel Hood’s 
assertion (he was Commander- 
in-Chicf on the Leeward Islands 
station in 1803) that “No diffi¬ 
culty bullies great zeal" was 
most apt in connection with the 
commissioning of the Diamond 
Rock, and this self-same asser¬ 
tion could be well applied to 
the remainder of the stories. 

Captain Langmaid also writes 
of river gunboats. Q-ships. Lake 
Tanganyika. CMBs in the Bal¬ 
tic. the Campbeltown, "chariots" 
and the Gironde River raid. 

"Beat to quarters’* was an 
earlier equivalent of the present 
day "Action stations," and in 
his book Capt. Langmaid 
demonstrates most admirably 
the truth of Commodore Hood's 
assertion. A first-class book. 

Ship drawings 

The nautical bookseller. 
W. R. Black more, has produced 
a unique folio of authentic tech¬ 
nical drawings of 10 well-known 
German ships—Tirpitz. Koln, 
Admiral Hippcr, Gnciscnau, 
Emdcn, Luctzow, Nurnbcrg. 
Admiral Schccr. Scharnhorst 
and Prinz Eugcn. 

These large drawings (17 in. 
x 10 in.) are printed on excellent 
white cartridge paper, and de¬ 
pict a profile, a plan, sections 
and end views of each ship, and 
show the armament and deck 
machinery. 

The folio (18s. post free) will 
prove of inestimable value to 
the keen student of warships. 

Nelson’s family 

And yet another book about 
Nelson!—but a welcome one 
for all that. 

Tom Pocock in “Nelson ami 
liis World" (Thames S Hudson. 
Ltd.. 35s.) describes Nelson's 
family and the social environ¬ 
ment in which he grew up, 
offering fresh explanations for 
his independent outlook and 
occasional insubordination, his 
vanity, and his infatuation with 
Emma Hamilton. 

Exceptionally well illustrated 
—there are 130 black and white 
plates—the author has covered 
the essential points of Nelson's 
life with remarkable clarity. 

Mr. Pocock. who lives near 
the village of Burnham Thorpe. 
Nelson's birthplace, comes from 
a naval family, has had lifelong 
connections with the Royal 
Navy, and was for several years 
naval correspondent of "The 
Times." 

II. R. It. 


Cowes roads, with the ships putting on an air of gaiety amid dismal weather conditions 


Submariners' 'Good 
luck' to Cdr. King 


LUr. mil Leslie King, a re¬ 
tired submariner, now 58. sailed 
from Plymouth on August 23. 
to start the fulfilling of a dream 
which began when he was 15— 
to sail round the world. 

His non-stop voyage will be 
via the Cape of Good Hope. 
Cape Lceuwin and Cape Horn, 
and will take at least ten 
months’ continual sailing. 

His junk-rigged schooner, 
Galway Bla/er II. is 42 feet in 
length, but is so designed that 
Cdr. King will be able to handle 
the sails from the cockpit and 
small hatches, without having 
to go on deck. 

Cdr. King served in sub¬ 
marines throughout the war— 
"Do you know 1 was the only 
submarine commander who 
went through the war from 
beginning to end? It was in¬ 
credible luck." he said. 

His senior officers did mu 
call it luck. Vice-Admiral Ruck 
Keene said: "Bill King survived 
entirely by being so damned 
wide awake." 

Before he sailed. Cdr. King 
received a message which must 
have given him great pleasure. 
It was "Good luck, fair winds 
and keep main vents shut from 
all in Submarine Command." 


Northerly winds and spring tides kicked up turbulent seas during 
Cowes Week, providing a stern test for the skill of the boat crews 
attached to the guardship. H.M.S. Jagua 

The numerous duties of 
the guardship include acting 
as Flagship for the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. Portsmouth, 
host ship for visiting foreign 
warships. and providing 
guard boats for the Royal 
Yacht. boats for Press 
representatives, and assistance 
to yachts as required. 

Considerable preparations for 
Cowes Week arc necessary in 
the guardship. and Portsmouth 
Dockyard were called upon to 
provide many extra items not 
normally carried in a frigate to 
enable her to fulfil the commit¬ 
ments. 

SPLENDID JOB 

Three 35-fl. motorboats and 
one pinnace were allocated to 
Jaguar, the crews being loaned 
by various Portsmouth estab¬ 
lishments. and trained on the 
Seamanship School there. 

Despite the bad weather and 
other hazards, the boat cox- 
wains and crews did a splendid 


mouth for the 175 guests, the 
reception went very well, and 
the awnings and side screens 
kept out the worst of the ele¬ 
ments. 

Among the guests were the 
entire Royal party. Sir Alec and 
Lady Rose, flag officers and cap¬ 
tains of establishments from 
Portsmouth, as well as the com¬ 
modores of the yacht clubs and 
representatives of the Cowes 
community. 

PRINCESS’S VISIT 

Highlight of the week for 
H.M.S. Jaguar was on the 
Thursday, when Princess Alex¬ 
andra. who launched the ship 
in 1956. accepted an invitation 
from the commanding officer. 
Cdr. P. W. Greening, to walk 
round the ship. 

This was a very informal and 
enjoyable occasion, and the 
Princess met members of the 
ship’s company as they went 
about their daily w’ork. 

On her return to the Royal 
Yacht she sent a message of 
thanks, and also ordered the 
ship to "Splice the mainbracc.” 

The final night of Cowes 
week was enlivened by the 
traditional display of fireworks 
some of which were fired from 
H.M.S. Jaguar. 


Naval exploits 

In " Beat to Quarters /" (Jar- 
rolds Publishers (London) Ltd., 
35s.) Capt. Kenneth Langmaid, 
author of "The Sea, Thine 
Enemy" and other books and 
radio plays, writes of 10 out¬ 
standing naval exploits, ranging 
in time from the Napoleonic 
Wars to the Second World War, 
and in place from the West 
Indies to Nazi-occupied Nor¬ 
way. 

The first story is of the taking. 


C*dr. XI. II. Taylor. London x% Exec. 
(>n September 23. 

Cdr. G. J. Sherman. Bulwark ai Cdr. 
(Air). February U. 

Cdr. E. R. An«on. Haste a* Cdr. (Air). 
February 7. 

IJrul.-Cdr. E. I>. I.. Umflljn. Diana 
in command. September IS. CTo service 
in acting rank ol cdr.). 

I.koi.-Cdr. G. P. McMullen. Cochrane 
at fctec. Off. September 6. CTo tervicc 
in acting rank of cdr.). 

I.kui.-Cdr. P. Cnee. Gavmtcn in 
command. October 7. 

I.lent.-Cdr. T. I. AuMia. Artcmii in 
command. January 6. 

I.ieui.-Cdr. J. J. S. Daniel. Tiptoe In 
CommanJ AuguM 22. 

IJeul.-Cdr. R. T. G. Hancock. 
\ emurer in command October 21. 

IJeul.-Cdr. N. G. Grier-Rect. Gold- 
creit lor 738 SquaJron in commanJ. 
t>c*cmhcr 4 


Meal.-Cdr. J. I>. II. F. Oglltle. 
Dittivhjin in command. AuguM 12. 

Lkni.-Cdr. M. J. Broph>. Daring in 
command. October 14 

Lkal.-Cdr. M. I. Harvey. Hermes 
October 14 for 814 Squadron in com¬ 
mand. 

Lknt.-Cdr. If. C. Robertu*o. Yarnion. 
September and in command. 

I.kal.-Cdr. I. M. S. Iliii. Kcppcl in 
command. AuguM J. 

Lieut.-Cdr. H. A. A. Inlddy. Dryad 
xs Off. i/c Port'mouih CommanJ Sea¬ 
manship School. Scpiembcr 16. 

I.leui. R. T. Crete. Andrew in com¬ 
mand. AuguM 12. 

IJeul. G. T. Swale*. Oracle lr. com¬ 
mand October 3. 

IJeul. R. II. farnfield. Scalion in 
command AuguM 11. 

IJeul. C. J. Meyer. Auriga in com¬ 
mand. February 3. 


in auumon to tnc promo¬ 
tion to Admiral of the Elect 
of Admiral Sir Varyl Begg 
(see page 6). the Ministry 
of Defence announces that 
Vice-Admiral Sir John Bush, 
who is serving as Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Western 
Fleet, in the acting rank of 
admiral, has been promoted 
to that rank to date August 


just like the good old days 

No Purchase Tax! 


It's true—a new Hillman Minx can be supplied 

free of Purchase Tax providing you export 
within 6 months. All you do is contact Bill Hipkin 

of E.M.A.—he does the rest—insurance, 
shipping, export formalities— 

_ everything. You sit back and 

enjoy the pleasure of owning 
the exciting Hillman 

Minx—free of 

a —j -t &gj Hillman Minx 

1 _—— £610 


Another promotion recently 
announced is that of Capt. C. C. 
Anderson, who is to become a 
rear-admiral on January 7. 1969. 
He is appointed the Flag Officer. 
Admiralty Interview Board, to 
take cfleet in January next. 

App»*in'rrent» recently promulgated 
includcJ the following : 

Capt. II. W. E. Collin*. Piemen: a* 
Dcp Dir Del Op Anal. F*t. W. B>- 
!tec:. Aukum 15. (To *crvc in the rank 
of comm.*dorc) 

Capt. J. !>. I reacher. Eagle in Com¬ 
mand. November 2*. 

Capt. B. II. Mungo. Dir. of Air Eng, 
(Navy). July 2*. 

Capt. M. W. SyhcMer. Dir. of Naval 
Rcc. January 1. 

Capt. II. R. C. Young. Dcp. Dir. 
Weapon* Polaris. September 3. 

Capt. J. II. F. Fberle. In'.repd in 
command. December 6 

Capt. I>. E. P. George. Dar.ae. 
December 16. and in command, d.t.b r. 

Capt. \. J. -Monk. DaeJalua as Crr.d. 
Eng Off. January 23. 

Cdr. A. G. Kennedy. Drcadnoucht in 
command. January 8. 

Cdr. J. A. de M. I.eaihr*. Siriuj in 
command. December 9. 

Cdr. N. J. S. Hum. Ark Royal in 
command March 2S. 

Cdr. V. R. I.one worth. Be!!erophon 
for Berry Head tn ^wnminj October 


New records were set in 
the 8S0 yds. freestyle (men). 
100 yds. butterfly (men) 
and 100 yds. backstroke 
(W.R.N.S.). at the Inter- 
Command swimming cham¬ 
pionships. held in H.M.S. 
Ganges on July 25. 

Plymouth Command took the 
honours in the men's events 
with 113 points, followed by the 
Royal Marines (91). Air (89). 
and Portsmouth (87). 

Portsmouth won the women’s 
championships with 64 points. 
Plymouth and Royal Marines 
coming second with 55 points, 
and Air. third, with 45. 

The new time for the 880 vds. 


freestyle was 10 min. 41.9 see., 
and this was achieved by Shpt. 
App. J. Pearson. The old time 
was 10 min. 42.5 sec., set up by 
POAF J. F. Hayes, in 1965. 

It is interesting that PO 
Haves (Paddy the Fish) can still 
hold his own. for he took part 
in the race and actually bettered 
his previous record. He finished 
second in 10 min. 42.5 sec. 

The new record for the men's 
100 yds. butterfly was set by 
I.EM D. Wilson in a time of 
62.25 see. 

The only new record in the 
women's events went to Wren 
C. Ritchie in the 100 yds. back¬ 
stroke. in a lime of I min. 16.25 
sec., but Wren M. Heap, who 


set up the record of 1 min. 17.3 
sec. last year, bettered her own 
record by finishing in 1 min. 
16.4 see. 

Wren J. Josselyn equalled the 
existing record of 1 min. 31.7 
see. for the 100 yds. breast¬ 
stroke. 

When the Royal Navy team 
swam against Jersey at the end 
of July, the men cleared the 
board and won every race, 
finishing up with 51 points to 


GROVE RD 
-v SOUTHSEA 

TeLPmth. 23261 


The Jersey girls, however, 
beat the Wrens by 31 points to 
19, winning all the events ex¬ 
cept the individual medley. 

The men’s teams played two 
water-polo mate' both of 
which resulted ii . :.iws. 5—5. 
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OLYMPIC 


Sailing, hockey 
and decathlon 


Peter Gabbett's 
great success 


Among top-class amateur athletes the goal is that 
supreme trial—the Olympic Games, and for the 
next games in Mexico City in October, the Royal 
Navy is providing three men to represent Great 
Britain. 

LAM Peter Gabbctt. of H.M.S. Daedalus, is to take 
part in the decathlon—ten separate events, in all of 
which the dccathlctc must be in the top flight. 

Lieut. Rodney Pattison. of H.M.S. Tiptoe, is taking 
part in the sailing event, and Lieut. Andrew Trcntham. 
of H.M.S. Chichester, is a member of the Great 
Britain hockey team. 


As a naval athlete, a comparison with the 1968 
Royal Navy championships results shows that had he 
competed over two days he would have— 

Won the I(K) yards (this he did), the equivalent time 
for the 100 yards being 10 sec. 

Won the long jump—his distance (which he bettered 
in July this year) is better than the present Combined 
Services record, and breaks the only pre-war Royal 
Navy record still standing. 

Won the pole vault—1 in. less than the Navy record. 

Won the high jump (which he did)—1 in. below the 
Navy record set up in 1946. 

Won the 440 yards—his performance at metrics 
compares with a 48.8 quarter-mile, bettered only once 
in the Navy by John Wrighton. who captained the 
Great Britain I960 Olympic team in Rome. Wrighton’s 
time is still a Royal Navy and Combined Services 
record. 

Third in the javelin. 

Won him the 120 yards hurdles. 

Fifth in the shot. 

Given him a 4 min. 40 see. mile—no mean achieve¬ 
ment, especially for a sprinter. 

Discus would have been his only failure, but at 
118 ft. there arc many discus throwers in the Navy 
who would be delighted with such a throw. 

Peter Gabbctt. who is 26, joined the Navy as a boy 
entrant in 1957. His present home, where he lives 
with his wife Cecilia and three-year-old Simon, is in 
Gosport. 

He has served at the R.N. air stations at Brawdy 
and Lossiemouth, and was embarked in the Victorious 
during operations in the Persian Gulf in support of 
Kuwait. He has been with the air radio installation 
unit at Lcc-on-Solcnt since June, 1966. 


PISTOL CHAMPION 

Another who will be visiting Mexico is A. J. Clark, 
who left the Service as a CERA last December. He 
won the Navy pistol championship ten times, and 
brought honour to the Service many times throughout 
the world. 

He is taking part in the rapid-fire pistol event, an 
event in which he holds the British record with a score 
of 593 out of <>00. 

One who just failed to make the grade is Sgt. John 
Watts, R.M., who missed the Olympic standard in the 
discus event by about 12 ft. Sgt. Watts hold the Navy 
discus record of 175 ft. 8 in. 


LAM Peter Gabbctt at practice 

His results at the Crystal Palace in the ten events 
were: 100 metres. 10.8 sec.; long jump. 23 ft. 9 in.: 
putting the shot. 37 ft. 11 in.: high jump. 6 ft.; 
400 metres. 48.5 sec.; 110 metres hurdles. 15.6 sec.; 
discus. 118 ft. 8 in.; pole vault. II ft. 6 in.; javelin, 
168 ft. 8 in.; and 1500 metres. 4 min. 20.2 sec. 


ATHLETE SUPREME 

Peter Gabbctt won his place in the British team by 
gaining 7.247 points in the ten events of the decathlon 
at the national championships at the Crystal Palace— 
47 points over the Olympic qualifying figure and 167 
points higher than his own Amateur Athletic Associa¬ 
tion national record. 


23 

PARKERS 

CYCLING 

TRIUMPH 


The Intcr-Scrvicc 30-miIc 
cycling time trial, held on the 
Exeter-Barnstaple road on 
July 20. resulted in a narrow 
win for the R.A.F. 

The R.A.E.’s aggregate time 
was 3 hr. 49 min. 57 see., only 
25 seconds better than the 
Royal Navy. 

Individual honour went to 
L./Cpl. M. Parker, of 45 Cdo., 
who did the distance in 1 hr. 
15 min. 26 see. This constitutes 
an Intcr-Scrvicc record. 

The positions were reversed 
in the 100-milc time trial, the 
Royal Navy winning in a time 
of 14 hr. 5 min. 8 sec., beating 
the R.A.F. by 12 min. 8 sec. 

BROKE RECORD 

Hero of the day was again 
L./Cpl. Parker, whose time of 
4 hr. 23 min. 8 sec. was good 
enough to win the open event, 
and broke the Navy record 
once more. 

Icams for the 30-milc race 
were L./Cpl. Parker. Sub-Lieut. 
Fowler and EM App Roberts. 
Parker and Fowler were assisted 
in the 100-milc race by ERA 
App JcfTcoat. 


Marine Max Smith, the A.B.A. 
cruiser weight champion in 1967 
(a broken hand prevented him 
from defending his title in 1968). 
has applied for a professional 
licence. 


Ready for the rugged 


1 he new season has just be¬ 
gun and, with no touring side 
to distract our attentions, the 
Royal Navy Rugby Union can 
concentrate on purely dom¬ 
estic games. 

Ibis will mean that the Inlcr- 
Services tournament will be one 
of the highlights of the season, 
and everyone must concentrate 
on producing their best form 
at attractive rugger. 

The ti^t Navy game is the 
traditional encounter against 
Devon on October 16 at Exeter. 
This gives Devon their last 
game before they start their 
county championship matches, 
so they arc always at full 
strength and difficult to beat. 

FENCING FOR 
MEXICO 

CI’O Ken Pearson of H.M.S. 
Daedalus, the Royal Navy 
fencing coach since 1960 has 
been selected by the Irish Olym¬ 
pic Committc as the coach for 
the Irish team and to travel to 
Mexico. 

He was on the short list for 
the English fencing team for the 
1964 Tokyo Olympics and since 
then lie has become a member 
of the British Academy of Fenc¬ 
ing a professional body. 


Devon 


RUGBY NOTES 
BY NIMROD 


but this also gives the Navy 
Selector. C dr. Randle, a chance 
to begin team building. 

TWO OLD FRIENDS 

Devon and the Royal Navy 
have always been closely asso¬ 
ciated in work as well as play, 
and all Navy players will Ik* 
sad to hear of the passing of 
two old friends, both past presi¬ 
dents of the Devon Rugby 
Committee — "Erb” Stanbury 
and Horace Simmons. 

"Erb** was one of the greatest 
props of bis day. with 16 
England caps to his credit, and 
Horace Simmons will be remem¬ 
bered as a keen and hard-work¬ 
ing referee. 

The death of Vice-Admiral 
Sir Horace Lyddon left the 
R.N.R.U. without a president. 
We are all delighted that Ad¬ 
miral Sir Frank Twiss. Second 
Sea Lord, has consented to be- 


tester 

come our president in place of 
Admiral Lyddon. 

A new representative on the 
Rugby Football Union also bad 
to be found to fill the gap left 
by Admiral Lyddon. and it is 
appropriate that ano:hcr well- 
known player of the S and S 
branch. Licut.-Cdr. M. A. 
Pcarcy. should be appointed in 
his stead. 

TALENTED PLAYER 

Mike Pcarcy. who is also 
Navy team secretary, was one 
of the most talented centre- 
threequarters of his time. Born 
in June. 1933. and educated at 
Christ’s Hospital, where he 
played for the 1st XV and was 
in the side which won the Pub¬ 
lic Schools Sevens in 1951. he 
then entered Dartmouth. 

He captained the Bcnbow 
XV at Dartmouth, played 
for Northumberland 1953-55. 
Hampshire 1956-59. Devon 
1960-62. Royal Navy 1954-64 
(and was captain). Combined 
Services 1956. He had trials for 
England in 1955-59 and was 
travelling reserve. 

All who knew him arc aware 
how unlucky he was r.o: to have 




Licut.-Cdr. Mike Pcarcy 


been capped, hut a hamstring 
injury at a crucial time was 
largely to blame. Mike did. 
however, play for Barbarians in 
1957. and as a young 35-v car- 
old might still make a come¬ 
back. 

Devonport Services will re¬ 
member him as a popular cap¬ 
tain. and he also plaved for 
U.S. Portsmouth. Gosforth. 
Roundhay and Old Blues. No 
one can dispute that he is a 
most worthy character to repre¬ 
sent Navy rugger at head¬ 
quarters at Twickenham. 


ENCOURAGEMENT FOR YOUTH 


The Royal Naval Football 
Association has started a n.w 
venture for the coming season 
the promotion of Royal 
Navy Youth football. 

A competition has been de¬ 
signed in which those establish¬ 
ments (including Royal Marines) 
which carry footballers. 18 or 
under, can participate on more 
or less similar lines to that of 
the Navy C up. 

A cup has been arranged, 
entries have been received, and 
the Youth Chairman (Capt. 
J. B. Brown. R.M.) and his 
committee hope that youth 
football will be well and truly 
launched in the Service. 

It is envisaged that coaching 
week-ends will be arranged in 
the various ports and youth 
establishments, and. later in the 
season. fully-Hedged youth 
matches will be played with 
cither county or service youth 
elevens. 

Needless to say this venture, 
given the backing that the en- 


SOCCER NOTES 

thusiasm of the committee so 
rightly deserve, must foster a 
very good spirit in the Royal 
Naval Football Association, and 
nothing but good can come of 
it. 

TIIE SENIOR MEN 

Regarding the Royal Navy 
players available for the 1968/ 
69 season, some of the more 
powerful and experienced 
players, such as Anderson and 
Hunt, and the R.N. team coach. 
J Ellis, will not be with us. 
No doubt others, while not vet 
moving, may well do so before 
the season really gets under 
way. 

Unfortunately, too. no ex- 
Navy players will be joining the 
parly from sea time or service 
on foreign stations. 

T here is. however, quite a lot 
of last season’s strength avail¬ 
able. including Godwin. Atkcy. 
Crawford. Roberts and Mal- 
colmson. 


by Benbow 

One departure from the usual 
for the coming season is that 
commands will be holding their 
own trials prior to those des¬ 
tined for the full R.N. trials, 
which commence on September 
30. This is somewhat later than 
usual. 

The R.A.F.A. continues with 
its policy of better matches for 
better performances, and again 
our venture into the Southern 
Counties Amateur champion¬ 
ships should provide that neces¬ 
sary experience and high-level 
games that should stand the 
team in good stead for the 
cnd-of-thc-season Intcr-Scrvicc 

games. 

As before, our opponents will 
be the mighty Kent. Surrey, and 
Bucks and Berks county elevens. 

Looking forward to things in 
general, and to the Royal Navy 
team in particular, it appears 
that our need will be to find 
shooting and thrustful forwards. 


Whether Roche of Dolphin. 
Brown of Collingwood. or 
Malcolmson of Daedalus can 
till this need is in the lap of the 
gods. 

Now is the time for someone 
to come along to convert 
chances into goals. 

With the defensive policy that 
football has adopted, these 
Jimmy Greaves of football arc a 
greater requirement than ever 
before. 

JIM COATES 

The addition of Jim Coates 
as the R.N. team coach this 
coming year (he should join 
from Albion in October) is 
eagerly looked forward to. His 
experience and able skills arc 
something that the Navy will 
need. 

A fresh mind, with new out¬ 
look. plus the strong support of 
the R.N.F.A. may well provide 
a team capable of sweeping all 
before them. 


Trial dates for 
U.S. Pirates 


The former United Services 
renamed the U.S. Pirates beca 
18. had a good 1967-68 season 
as the previous one. 

'Ilic biggest difficulty was 
again ensuring a full side each 
Saturday, and sonic 70 players 
represented the club during the 
season. 

Those interested in Saturday 
rugby, even if they cannot play 
every week, and arc under 19 
on September I. 1968. should 
contact their physical training 
instructor. 

Trials arc on September 7. 
at 1430. and Monday, the 9th. 
at 1700. Lieut. Brick wood 
(Dockyard 23171) or Licut.-Cdr. 
Webb (Roman Way 4421) will 
be pleased to give details. If on 
leave over the trials period, 
those interested should go along 
to the club on a Saturday after¬ 
noon. 

SELECTION CHANCES 

The U.S. Pirates forms a good 
showcase from which many 
under-18 players have been 
selected for the Command Colts 
side for the Inter-Command 


(Portsmouth) Rugby Colts, now 
use some of the players are over 
. allhough not quite so successful 


tournament and, eventually, for 
the Navy Colts side nine 
players got in last year. 

The Pirates arc enthusiast 
young rugger players. Those 
serving in the Portsmouth 
Command from Portland to 
Chatham - who wish to play, 
should attend the trials, or let 
Licut.-Cdr. Webb or Lieut. 
Brick wood know if they cannot. 

If serving outside Portsmouth 
they will tell you how to get 
get there- and it need not cost 
anything either! 

H.M.S. Mohawk’s rille team 
won the Portland Challenge 
Shield for the best all-round 
team— at the Portland Port 
Rifle Meeting in July. 

The individual small arms 
trophy for the best individual 
score went to Lieut. P. J. Cole, 
of H.M.S. Osprey. 

Mrs. K. Lee White, wife of 
the Captain. H.M.S. Osprey, 
made the presentations. 


Diagonal SERGE SUITS 

only £9/19/6 

READY TO WEAR—34-42 Chest 
Admiralty Specification Weight 

£14/14/- Ready to Wear 

£17/17 - Made to measure 


R.N. & M.N. OFFICERS 
UNIFORM OUTFITS 

at highly competitive price 

TIES & BLAZER BADGES 

made to any design 


GREE^BURGH BROS. LTD. 

81,82 QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH 

Tel . Fortsmoih 26331 tranches at Nava! Ports 







SPORTSMAN OF 
THE MONTH 


SPORTING 

ROUND-UP 
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| ML B I 1^1 Services, the Combined Services, the Navy and for Hampshire. 

L DlVl^""%I^i \J\J\JVW I lm He also took part in the Combined Services tour of Rhodesia 

nsa/p m mm m g m ;■ The 1962-63 season was spent in H.M.S. Loch Fada, but while = 

f ■ CTm tT #V OT M\ 4 tft» IL pi ,n ^ iat s h*P * lc toured Western Australia with the Singapore = 

feLa u ts& ■ I 5 3m V* I Combined Services and played in the North versus South Malaya = 

vr— —■ game. — 

For the first time in its long history the United Services ° n ,lis return to the United Kingdom he played for the U.S. = 

(Portsmouth) Rugby Football Club has selected a naval A ^ § Jfam for the next three seasons. 1965 being reserve for two = 

lower deck man as its captain. j / j En S |and trials and playing in the second trial at Brighton. | 

The honour-and responsibility-has fallen to PO(PTI) : ‘f M In April and May, 1965. Brian toured Canada and North = 

Brian Goodwin, that well-known character in rugger circles who (g America w,h the Combined Services, the captain being Pringle- = 

has been such a stalwart to Navy rugger and the Portsmouth W-,. • ‘ l isher. Another member of the team was Mike Davis. | 

club right through the sixties. SB Joining H.M.S. Hermes during the 1966-67 season he was e 

Born at Braintree. Essex, in 1958. Brian Goodwin joined ■67, !).?"" fr ‘ ,n ' M ? l,a and C Jj bral,ar for the Inter-Services games. = 

the Service in June. 1956. but it was not until he was serving in , W > Ihc captain of H M.S. Hermes at the time was Capt. I. T. = 

H.M.S. Newfoundland in 1959 that he took an interest in the . Lc "‘ n (now Ks-ar-Adm.ral). a former Navy rugger three-quarter. = 

oval ball. BKMBSrAfl c P ,a > cd * or onl X 14 minutes in the Navy versus Army game. = 

At school, and in ship teams, he played soccer ' - J for h J " as in i urcd and for a w « k or s0 hc could n °‘ | 

it TT : J* I 

‘ c . * - “great side. In the two seasons the ship suffered only one defeat. E 

Brian was a member of the 1960 Portsmouth Field Gun crew ~ and that was by the Combined Services. Malta. E 

-an activity which he still oves It is not possible to play Brian Goodwin is looking forward to the forthcoming season 1 

rugby and also to take part in the strict training required which he anticipates will be a good one for the club. The s 

or held gun crews, but he admits hat he would love to become skipper lasl p c , cr Eastwood, built up a good team spirit. = 

JI a, "' n « ,ns,ruc * or ot a held gun crew when h.s and. with quite a few of last year's players Kung available, lie I 

rugger days arc over. fcc | s ,|, al t'.S. (Portsmouth) will give a good account of itself = 

His first full first-class season in rugger was the 1960/61 « ^ wherever it goes. e 

season, when he played for the United Services, the Royal Navy '/» ^ ^ Brian has just one little “bleat.” U.S. (Portsmouth) always 1 

and Hampshire. endeavours to play attractive rugby. Its opponents arc among E 

The following season (1961-62) hc was the travelling reserve the best in the country, but a little more support, particularly E 

for all three England trials, and he played for the United PC). Brian Goodwin at home matches, would be more than welcome. * E 


Navy's 

marathon 

success 


The Inter-Service marathon 
championship was run in con¬ 
junction with the Amateur 
Athletic Association, Welsh 
A.A.A., and Olympic Trial 
marathon at Cwnibrian, South 
Wales, on July 27. resulting in 
a win for the Royal Navy. 

I hc* main race went to Tim 
Johnston, of Portsmouth Ath¬ 
letic Club, in a time of 2 hr. 
15 min. 26 sec., and hc was 
followed by Bill Adcocks 
(Coventry G.H.) only 15 sec. 
behind, and Jim Alder (Mor¬ 
peth H. & A.C.). 56 see. later. 

The Army withdrew from the 
Inter-Service event, and the 
R.A.F. failed to finish in a com¬ 
plete team of three. However, 
the Royal Navy dominated the 
Inter-Service race throughout, 
ami would have won anyway. 

CPO J. Clare, of R.N. Air 
Station. Lossiemouth, became 
the second fastest service mara¬ 
thon runner. Only PO Dan 
MeFadzean can claim a belter 
time. 

MANY RETIREMENTS 

Clare, who finished 14th in 
the main race, turned in a time 
of 2 hr. 24 min. 50 see.—only 
9 min. 14 sec. behind the winner 
—and that after 26 miles 
385 yards. 

Other Navy finishers were PO 
D. MeFadzean (31). RS P. 
Hampton (35), Cpl. B. Flanagan 

l 

Hot weather resulted in a 
large number of retirements, 
only 48 of the 91 starters com¬ 
pleting the course. 


Tennis champion keeps 


In the Royal Navy tennis 
championships at Wimbledon 
last month. Lieut. G. S. 
Clarke, of the Ministry of De¬ 
fence (Navy) once again suc¬ 
cessfully defended his singles 
title by beating his last years 
opponent, Lieut. A. G. Dun¬ 
lop. R.NL.of Deal, 8—6. 6—4. 

The women’s singles title 
went to 2/Ofliccr Susan Hogg. 
W.R.N.S.. of H.M.S. Vernon, 
who beat 3/Ofliccr Sally Skel¬ 
ton. W.R.N.S.. of H.M.S. Dae¬ 
dalus. 6—3. 6—4. 

It was the seventh successive 
year that 2/Ofliccr Hogg has 
been in the final, and she has 
won the title five times. Last 
year it was won by 3/Ollicer J. 
ilea nicy. 

The finalists in the men’s 
singles. Lieut. Clarke and Lieut. 
Dunlop, won the men’s doubles 
6—1. 6—4. beating Lieut. 

B. H. E. Taylor, of H.M.S. 
Nubian, and Lieut. G. Warner, 
of H.M.S. Neptune. 

For the 19th time in 22 years, 
the Royal Air Force won the 
men’s Inter-Service tennis cham¬ 
pionships at Wimbledon. The 
R.A.F. had eight wins to the 
Army's six and the Navy's four. 

The W. R.A.F. won the 
Women’s championships, finish¬ 
ing with 11 wins to the Army’s 
five and the Navy's three. 

Hockey contest 

Entries for the Royal Navy 
Hockey Knock-out Competition 


Plymouth golf 

Ihc Plymouth Command 
golf championships, held at 
Yelycrton on July 23. resulted 
in Surg. Licut.-Cdr. D. Holmes, 
of H.M.S. Fisgard. winning the 
scratch championships with a 
fine round of 71. 

Second was CPO R. Coul- 
bert. of H.M.S. Drake, with a 
round of 81. closely followed 
by C'dr. R. Hitchcn. of H.M.S. 
Fisgard. one stroke behind. 

The handicap section resulted 
in a tic between Holmes and 
Coulbcrt. 

T h c inter - establishment 
trophy was won by H.M.S. 
Drake with a total of 214. 


should reach CPO J. W. Binks. 
P.T. Olticc. H.M.S. St. Vincent, 
by September 9. 

Preliminary rounds will lake 
place on September 18. with 
first, second, and third rounds 
on October 2. 16. and 30. res¬ 
pectively. 

The semi-final will hc played 
on November 13 with the final 
on November 27. 

Trial dates 

Trials for the United Services 
Hockey C lub will be held at 
the U.S. Sports Ground. Bur¬ 
naby Road. Portsmouth, on 
September 9 and 10. with final 
trial (by invitation) on Septem¬ 
ber 12. 

The players’ secretary. Lieut. 
M. J. Appleton. H.M.S. Vernon 
(Tel. Dockyard 72201 or 72594) 
will be pleased to receive names 
by a.m. September 9. 

K.O. Cricket 

The final of the Portsmouth 
Command knock-out cricket 
competition was played on 
August 5. resulting in a win 
for H.M.S. Collingwood. who 
scored 140 for three against 
Bcllerophon’s 74 all out. 


2/Officer Susan Hogg 


23 teams in 

six-a-side 

Twenty-one teams (out of 23 
entered) battled to win the six- 
a-side soccer tournament in 
H.M.S. Sultan on July 4. 

With the exception of H.M.S. 
Collingwood. all the major es¬ 
tablishments were represented 
and. in addition, seven teams 
from ships in the harbour took 
part. 

Daedalus “A” look the win¬ 
ner's trophy by beating the im¬ 
pressive young Mercury side in 
the final by the only goal, after 
disposing ol the favourites. Vic¬ 
tory and Dolphin, en route. 

Four ties were settled by the 
penalty kick method, and none 
more exciting than the Mercury- 
Britannia semi-final, in which 
the yacht's marksman failed, 
after five successful spot kicks 
during the tournament, to put 
his team into the final. 

Worthy of further mention 
are Britannia, who did well to 
get two teams through to the 
latter stages of this interesting 
and keenly contested tourna¬ 
ment. 


Lieut. G. S. Clarke, R.N. (right), and Lieut. A. G. Dunlop, R.M 

with their trophies 


Gym. repairs 

Because of repairs to the 
gymnasium in the Royal Naval 
Barracks. Portsmouth, the use 
of this building will be restricted 
to major Command functions 
for the next eight to 12 months. 

Facilities for ships' basket¬ 
ball matches are unlikely to be 
available, but Command basket¬ 
ball and boxing championships 
arc unaffected. 


Discus record 

During the annual Amateur 
Athie;ic Association-Combined 
Services - British Universities 
meeting at Portsmouth on 
August 7. Sgt. John Watts broke 
the Navy discus record for the 
sixth time this season. 

His throw of 175 ft. 8 in. beat 
his previous best by 8 in. 

The A.A.A. won the match 
with 131 points to the Univer¬ 
sities 113. The Navy were third 
with S7 points. 


Sevens' entries 

The U.S. Rugby Football 
C lub are running the annual 
•'Sevens” competition at the 
club ground on September 25. 
with preliminary rounds, if 
necessary, on September 23. 

Entry forms, with the fee of 
10s.. should reach PO P. Wallis. 
Sports Ofiicc. H.M.S. Excellent, 
by September 11. 


Cycling record 

Three Plymouth Command 
cyclists, riding in the colours of 
the Royal Navy Cycle Racing 
Club, won the team pri/.c in the 
Bristol South 100-mile cycle 
time trial from a field of 53 
entries, with a time of 13 hr. 
52 min. 46 see. 

The most outstanding per¬ 
formance was by L./Cpl. M. 
Parker (45 Cdo) who, riding in 
his first season and for the first 
lime at the distance, and in only 
his fifth Time Trial, achieved 
4 hr. 25 min. 55 see. In doing 
so hc finished second overall 
and won the handicap prize, 
and also broke the Navy record 
of 4 hr. 26 min. 8 sec. (standing 
to Elect. Bow ditch since 1954) 
by 13 seconds. 


II you arc a vmloi to l;ng- 
land a word with Kowo w;ll 
provide you with a new tax- 
free lord. By arangement 
any one o( the superb Ford 
range can hc delivered to 
your point of disembarka¬ 
tion. registered. insured and 
ready to go. II you leave 
Lngland within twelve montht 
you pay no British purchase 
tax. and we can arrange ex¬ 
port (or you. 

British residents taking up 
appointments overseas can 
purchase a new tax-free Ford 
six months before departing. 
We will arrjngc shipment to 
your destination. 


FOR THOSE 
IN PERIL' 

Uffa Fox wasn’t really 
opening with prayer in this 
Cowes Week study. He was 
helping Prince Philip to un¬ 
ravel the main sheet before 
the star! of a Flying Fifteen 
event 

Picture by POfPhoi) D. Morris 
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